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A T the commencement of the follow- 
ing work, the Editor looked forward, 
with pleafing expeftadon, to the hour, 
when he might be able to prefent to his 
honoured friend, the Right Reverend 
Dr. George Horne, Lord Bishop of 
Norwich, a teftimony of gratitude and 
afieAion, and a memorial of one of his 
venerable predeceflbrs. 

It has pleafed God to order matters 
otherwife. We can now only offer an 
humble oblation at his tomb. Our 
blefled Mafter hath called him from a 
world of fin and forrow. No longer 

vol. i. a docs 
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does he contend for that faith^ to which 
his writings will do eflential fcrvice till 
the end of time. His body is buried 
in peace—but his name will live for 
ever. " The people will tell of his wif- 
" dom, and the congregation will (hew 
** forth his praife/'* 



lit* 

♦led xliv. 15. 
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^T^HE name of Joseph Hall, Bijhof of 
Norwich, is remembered with venera- 
tion at the dijlance of almofi two centuries 
from thepriodin which heflourifhed. Few^ 
if any ^ of the Fathers of our Churchy have 
left behind themfuch illujlrious memorials 
of learning, piety, and unwearied i?idi(/lry 
in the caufe of truth. The innocence of 
his life — the fervour of his charity *- — the 

♦ Even in the (harped of his controverfial works, 
•* An anfwer to Pope Urbane his inurbanitie," in- 
numerable traces are to be found of this benignity 
and gcntlcnefs of difpofition whereof wc fpcak. 

a 2 variety 
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variety and importance of bis theological 
writings^ have been Jo many irrefiftible 
claims on pofterity to freferve him from- 
the oblivion into which mofi of his con^ 
temporaries have fallen. A wife and ju* 
dicious writer of his own times * diftin-' 

% 

^guifbed this excellent prelate by the name 
of the Christian Seneca. He might 
have proceeded further. He might have 
called him the Chrysostom of England^ 

^be life and fufferings \>f this eminent 
Saint of God have beenfo carefully trans- 
mitted to the prefent timesy that a very 

few remarks on them will be ntcejfary or 
expedient here. It will be fufficient Jimply 
to mention^ that be was bom at Jlfbby de 
la Zouch A. D. 1574 — that bis education 

• Sir Henry Wotton. 

(which 
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(which ccmmewced at the frctt-jcbool f»* 
dowed in the f^ace $/ bis Urtb) was am* 

m 

pktcdy Wider maitvf d^culties and di/ad- 
vantagesy at Emanuel College, Cam-* 
tridge — that be was Juccejjively ReStor af 
Hdftead, Minifier of Waltbam-Crojsy. 
Domejlic Chaplain to the Prince of fValesy 
Prebendary of WoherbamftMy Dean of 
Worc£fter, Bifbop of Exetery andy laftfyy 
Biflfop of Norwich — whercy in the turbu- 
knt times which Jucceeded the murder of 
his Sovereign, be was exfojed for a feries 
of years to the tyranny of ferocious ufurp- 
ers * — and where he died in an honourable 

♦ He has himfclf been the hiftorian of his own 
misfortunes in a work entitled " Bifhop Hall*s 
hard raeafure ;" a work which it is iApoflible to 
read, without a degree of honeft indignation attlic 
meannefs as well as the barbarity of his perfe- 
tutors. 

and 
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and ^gnified poverty^ A. D. 1 656, in the 
eighty -Jecond year of bis age. 

For bis advancement in the Church be 
was indebted to no patronage whatever^ 
butfucb as his own abilities and virtue^ 
procured him. By tbefe be was intra- 
duced to the notice andproteEiion of Henrys 
Prince of Wales* — and after the lamented 
death of that royal youths to his unfortu- 
nate and injured brother. In federal of 
the dedications y which (in compliance with 
the cuftom of the age) he pr^ed to de- 
tached portions of his worksy he dwells 

♦ Perhaps there does not cxift a more afFe^ling 
compodtion, though much quaintnefs of di^ion is 
to be found in it, than his ** Farewell Sermon" to 
tlie domeftics of Henry, Prince of Wales, at the 
reparation of his houfchold. 

with 
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with unaffeSed gratitude en tbe/avours be 
received from Charles as well as Henry. 

In an age^ when to have rnourje to the 
treafures of ancient learning is deemed both 
ufeful and honourable^ the Editor cannot 
but hope that he Jhallbe pardoned for an 
attempt to bring into general notice a very 
important part of the writings of this ami- 
able prelate. The whole body of divinity 
which he left behind him is coflly and vo- 
luminous^'^ and the language is from length 
of time become fo obfolete^ as to befcarcely 
intelligible to readers who are unacquainted 

* The <* OecaHonal Meditations" and the 
" Balraof Gilcad" have more than once been pre- 
fentedy in various forms^ to the public. A mis- 
cellaneous coIle6lion from the Bi(hop*s works has 
likcwife been printed a few years fince, in a fraall 
o6lavo volume. 

with 
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^ ctmainfeveral extra5ls from a celebrated 
peffirmance of the great and good Bijhop 
HoRNE.* The lo^d Contemplation (the 
Jk^eSf of which is left untouched in the 
original work) is given entire^ as it was 
written by the Editor many years finccy as 
sm exercije in bis theological Jiudies. 

Without tajie or talents for contro^uerfy^ 
yei defirous to bear tefiimony to the tr-uth^ 
the Editor commends the following p4:i^es 
io ibe public. He commends them^ ^'zx^itk 
the eameji hopCy that in thefe tim^s q 
hikewarmnefs and depravity^ they ^jii.4:i 
prtnnote the glory of Gooi and diffujh^ ^^2 4^'l 
widely the knowlege of /acred truth 

• Confiderations on the life and death 
]ohn the Baptift. 

b 
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days. 

Inprepsrhig tbefi Contemplaiifms fer ibe 

,prefSi the Editor has not only omiitci 

4nany faff ages of bis author^ but has frtdj 

ventured to infer t objervaticns ^ bis o^fm, 

ac{$r^ng as be tbougbt aif^idpfuni ^ 

amplification neceffanj. He feriters pe 

feint out tbefe akeratiens^-^tbey are epet$ 

to difcovery^ if not from oftfii^temal marib 

of difference^ at kaft by means of eeUaUm 

with the original «w*^^ 

The OnfemploPi&ns erOitled ^^ Z acKmas'' 

" Chrift baptized*' and '' Herodias/' 

* It was at firft intended to preferve fome traces 
of the old orthography. An attempt of this kind 
has been made in the firft volume-r-but it was not 
judged exipedient to continue it throush the whole 
work. 

contain 
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chntain Jeveral extracts from a celebrated 
performance of the great and good Bijhop 
HoRNE.* ^e lo^d Contemplation (the 
JuhjeSl of which is left untouched in the 
original work) is given entire, as it was 
written by the Editor many years Jince, as 
an exercife in his theological fiudies. 

fVithout tafte or talents for controverfy, 
yet dejirous to bear teftimony to the truths 
the Editor commends the following pages 
, to the public. He commends them^ with 
the eameji hope, that in thefe times of 
lukewarmnefs and depravity^ they may 
promote the glory of God,- and diffufe more 
widely the knowlege of facred truth — open- 

• Confiderations on the life and death of St. 
John the Baptift. 

b {yi% 



ing profpeSfs of joy to the affli£ledfout^ 
and reprefenting to the eye of faith Christ 
the End of the Law, and the Fulness 
OF THE GosPELy wbo is *over ally God 

BLESSED for EVERMORE* Amen. 



AND BEGINNING AT MOSES AND ALh 
THE PROPHETS, HE EXPOUNDED TO 
THEM IN ALL THE SCRIPTURES THE 
THINGS CONCERNING HIMSELF. 

LuKBXzir. ij* 



CONTEMPLATIONS. 



I. 

THE CREATION. . 

WHAT can I fee, O God, in thy 
creation^ but miracles of omnipotence ? 
Thou madeft fomething of nothing j and 
of that fomething, all things. It is to the 
praife of us men, if^ when we have mat- 
ter, we can give it fafhion : thou gaveft 
a being to matter, without form ; thou 
gaveft a form to that matter, and a glory 
to that form. Wherein can we now dif- 
truft thee, who haft thus fully proved 
thyfelf to be the God that doeft won- 
ders ? 

B Thou 



4 THE CREATION. 

Light is fown for the righteous. That 
light, which thou (halt then give us, will 
make us fhine like the fun in glory. 

And now the light, which was for 
three days difperfed through the whole 
heavens, is united into the body of the 
fun. One ftar is the treafury of light to 
heaven and earth. Thus, O God, the 
waters by thy command are gathered in- 
to one place, the fea — thus wilt thou 
gather thy faints from all parts of the 
univerfe to be partakers of thy joy. We 
are as thy heavens in their firft imper- 
feftion — Be thou our fun, into which 
all our light may be gathered ! 

Yet was this light by thee inter- 
changed with darknefs. What an in- 
ftruftive leflbn haft thou thus imparted 
to thy creatures ! The day dies into 
night, and rifes into morning again, that 
we may not expe6t ftability here below. 
It is always day with thee above — the 
night favoured! only of mortality. O 
Lord, our night is far Ipent — our day 

is 



THE CREATION. 5 

is at hand — teach us to caft off the works 
of darknefs, and to put upon us the ar- 
mour of light. 

How fidy, how wifely are all the parts 
difpofed in this thine enlightened frame ! 
Behold all purity above \ that which is 
lefs excellent below. Each element is 
fuperior to other, that by thefe degrees of 
afcending perfeftion our thoughts might 
rife to the top of all fplendour, and know 
thine empyreal heaven to be as much 
more glorious than the vifible, as that 
excels the earth. O how miferable is 
the place of our pilgrimage, in refpeft of 
our home ! We think one ifland great, 
the earth, fcarce meafurable. If we were 
in heaven with thefe eves, the whole 
earth would then feem to us as a grain in 
the balance, or as a moat in the fun- 
beam. The greatnefs of thy work, 
O God, is little inferior to its majefty. 
But oh, what a glorious heaven haft thou 
fpread over our heads ! — With what a 
precious canopy haft thou encircled our 
inferior world! What gems of light 

B 3 Vv^^. 
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haft thou fet above us ! Kings l>uild 
not cottages, but magnificent palaces— « 
fo haft thou done> O King of Glory I 
If the pavement of thine heaven be fo 
Iplendid, what (hall we think of that 
which yet is unfeen ? If this fun be (o 
radiant, what is the brightnefs of its Cre-^ 
ator ? If fuch a (ky be prepared for the ufc 
and benefit of us finners upon earth, how 

bright Ihall thole eternal tabernacles be, 
which thou haft prepared for thy chil- 
dren in Heaven ! 

Behold then, in this ftately buildings 
three diftinft ftages : this loweft heaven 
for fowls, for vapours, for meteors — the 

fecond for the ftars— -the third for thine 
Angels and Saints.— The firft is thine 
outward court, open for all — ^the fecond 
is the body of thy covered temple, 
wherein are thofe candles of heaven per- 
petually burning — the third is thine Holy 
of Holies. In the firft is tumult and va- 
nity — in the fecond, immutability and 
reft — in the third, glory and bleffednefs. 
The firft we feel — the fecond we fee—* 
the third we believe. But 
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But to defcend to this lowed and 
meaneft region, wherewith our fenfes are 
more acquainted — what marvels do even 
here prefent themfelves ! There are thy 
clouds, thy treafuries of rain — there they 
hang and move, though weighty with 
their burden — ^how they are upheld, and 
by what means they fall, we know not, 
and wonder. There are thy ftreams of 
light, blazing and falling ftars, fires 
darted up and down in many forms, hol- 
lov/ openings, and as it were gulphs in 
the (ky, bright circles about the moon, 
fnows, hail. There are thy fubtle winds, 
which we hear and feel, yet neither can fee 
their fubftance, nor know their caufes— • 
whence and whither they pafs, and what 
they are, thou knoweft. If we go down 
to the great deep, we are there at a 
lofs whether to wonder moft at the 
element itfelf, ortheguefts it contains. 
How doth that fea of thine roar, and 
foam, and fwell, as if it would fwallow 
up the earth! Thou ftayeft the rage of 

B 4 it 
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it by an infenfible violence, and by a 
natural miracle confineft its waves. I 
fay nothing of thofe hidden treafures 
which thy wifdom hath depofited in the 
bowels of the earth and fea — what innu- 
merable wonders doth the very face of na- 
ture offer us ! Which of thefe herbs- 
flowers, trees, leaves, feeds, fruits, is 
there, what beaft, what reptile, wherei* 
we may not fee the footfteps of a De. - 
ity ?— 'wherein we do not read infinic: 
power and fkill, and are convinced, tha 
He who made the angels and ftars ^ 
heaven, made alfo the creeping thin 
that creepeth.on the earth? O God, tl 
heart of man is too limited to adnrii 
fufEciently even that he treads up^ 
How fliall we fpeakofthee, the Maker 
thefe? O Lord, how wonderful are t:> 
works in all the v/orld! In wifdom h^ 
thou made them all. Thou fpakefl zX 
they were done — thy will is the word^ 
and thy word the deed. Thine hand 
not nov/ fhortened — thy word is ftill ^ 

qualJ 
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qually efFedhial — all things ftill obey 
thee. Say thou the word, and our 
fouls fhall be made new again : fay thou 
the word, and our bodies (hall be re- 
paired from the duft. 



11. 
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IL 

PARADISE. 

BUT, O God, what a little lord 
haft thou made over this great world! 
When I fee the heavens, the fun, 
moon, and ftars. Lord, what is man? 
Yet none but he can fee what thou haft 
done; none but he can admire and adore 
thee in what he feeth : how had he need . 
to do nothing but this, fince only he can 
do it ! 

It is lawful for us to praife thee in 
ourfelves. All thy creation hath not 
more wonder in it, than one of us. 
Other creatures thou madeft by thy 
mere command ; man, by a divine con- 
fultation : others at once ; man thou 
didft firft form, then infpire : others in 
feveral fhapes : man, in thine own 

image : 
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image : others, with qualities fit for fcr- 
vice ; man, for dominion. How ihould 
we be confecrated to thee above all 
others, fince thou haft thus diftinguifhed 
us above all! Firft, thou didft create 
the world, and furnifli it^ then broughteft 
thou in thy tenant to poflefs it. Thou 
that madeft the darth ready for us before 
we had a being, haft by the fame mercy 
decorated a place in heaven for us, while 
we are yet on earth. The ftage was fully 
prepared ; then was man brought thither, 
both as an aftor and Ipeftator, that he 
might neither be idle, nor difcontented. 
Behold, thou haft prepared the earth for 
his ufe, the heaven for his contcinplation, 
and himfelf in his foul and body, an epi- 
tome of heaven and earth. Even this 
mortal part, vile as it is in refpeft of the 
other, as it is thine, O God, I contem- 
plate with wonder—- for lo, this heap of 
earth Iiath an outward reference to hea- 
ven. Yet if this body be compared to 
the foul, what is it, but a mafk to a beau- 
tiful 
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tifiil face, a coarfe cafe to a rich inftru- 
ment, a wall of clay that encompaffes a 
treafure ? Man was made laft, becaufe he 
was worthicft : the foul was inlpired laft, 
becaufe yet more precious. O God, who 
madeft it, replenifh it, poflefs it — dwell 
thou in it now, and hereafter receive it 
to thyfelf. The body was made of earth, 
common to its fellow creatures — the foul 
derived immediately from above. The 
body lay fenfelefs upon earth like itfelf— 
the breath of life made it what it is; and 
that breath was from thee. Senfe, mo- 
tion, reafon, are infufed into it at once. 
Thou, who by thy breath gaveft thy dif- 
ciples thy Holy Spirit, didft alfo breathy 
on the body, and gaveft it a living 
fpirir. To thee only are we indebted, 
without any intermediate agency, for our 
nobler part. Our flefh is from fleih — our 
fpirit is from the God of fpirits. How 
fhould our fouls rife up to thee, and fix 
themfelves in their thoughts upon thee ! 
How ftiould they long to return back to 

the 
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the fountain of their being, and the Au- 
thor of their glory ! 

Man could no fooner fee, than he faw 
himfelf happy. His eycfight and his rea- 
fon were both perfeft at once j and the 
objefts of both tended to his complete 
felicity. When he firft opened his eyes, 
he faw heaven above him, earth under 
him, the creatures about him : he knew 
what all thefe meant, as if he had been 
long acquainted with them all. He faw 
the heavens glorious, but far off: his 
Maker thought it proper to prepare him 
an earthly Paradife. It was fit his body 
fhould have an image, on earth, of 
that heaven, which fhould afterwards re- 
ceive his foul. Had man been only 
formed for contemplation^ he might 
have been placed in feme vaft defart, 
or on the top of fome barren mountain — 
but the fame power, which gave him 
an heart to meditate, gave him hands to 
work, and work fitted to his hands. 
Neither was it merely the defign of the 

Creator, 
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Creator, that man (hould live — he willed 
him to ht joyful. Pleafure is every, way 
confiftent with innocence ; it cannot in- 
deed exift without it God loves to fee 
his creatures happy ; our lawful delight 
is his. They know not God, who think 
to pleafe him by making themfelves mi- 
fcrable. 

What rare and grateful varieties do 
we find in gardens planted by the hands 
of men ! But when He who made the 
matter, undertakes the fajbion^ how 
mufl it be beyond our capacity excel- 
lent ! No herb, no flower, no tree was 
wanting which might be for ornament or 
ufe. And yet, if God had not there con- 
verfed with man, his abundance had 
never made him blefled. 

Here his pleafure was his taflc. Pa- 
radife ferved not only to feed his fcnfes, 
but to exercife his hands. Did happi- 
nefs confifl in doing nothing, man, in 
his ftate of innocence, had been unem- 
ployed. But man is no fooner made, 

than 
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than his Creator gives him his appointed, 
work : he muft labour, becaufe he 
was happy — he was happy, in that he 
laboured. The niore chearfuUy we dif- 
charge the duties of our feveral callings, 
the more nearly do we approach to our 
Paradife. 

Neither did thefe trees afford him 
only adion for his hands, but inftrudion 
to his heart — for here he faw God's fa- 

craments pourtrayed before him. All 
other trees in the garden had a natu- 
ral ufe, thefe a fpiritual. The tree of 
knowlege, and the tree of life were de- 
ligned to nourifh the foul by a lively 
reprefentation of that living Tree, whofe 
fruit is eternal life, and whofe leaves are 
for the healing of the nations, 

O infinite mercy ! Man faw his Sa- 
viour before him, e'er he had need of 
a Saviour. He faw in whom he flaould 
obtain a heavenly life, e'er he had loft 
the earthly. And though after he had 
tafted of the tree of knowlege, he 

might 
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might not tafte of the tree of life, )^ ^ 
then did he reap mod benefit from th ^ 
invijibk tree of life, when he was moC^ 
rcftrained from the vifible. Of this food^ 
O Saviour, thou haft called me to par--- 
take. Lo, I eat, and in fpite of Adam'^ 
difobedience, I live for ever. 

How divine a thing is knowlege^ 
whereof even innocence itfelf was am- 
bitious ! But it would not content our 
firft parent to know God and his crea- 
tures: his curiofity affefted to know 
what God never made-^-eviloffin, and 
evil of death. JVe know evil well e- 
nough, and fmart with knowing it. 
How dearly hath this leflbn taught us, 
that in fome cafes our happinefs confifts 
in being ignorant ! How many thou- 
fand fouls mifcarry, with the prefumptu- 
ous afFeftation of forbidden knowleo-e ! 
O God, thou haft revealed to us as 
much as we can know — enough to 
make us happy. — Without thee \\yf- 
dom is folly, and learning, ignorance. 

Pa- 
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Such was the abode of unfalleh man, 

Pt even there was feen the Tempten 

^Jiat marvel is it, if our depravity find 

01 prcfent withus, when our holy parents 

land him in their Paradife ! No fooner 

Jbe entered, than he commenceth his 

tack: elfewhere he knew there was no 

^n^r i behold him at the tree forbid- 

-n ! Lord, (let me beg it without 

'cfumption) make thou me wifer than 

^dam. Even thine image, which he 

•^re, preferved him not in obedi- 

^ce, by rcafon of his own infirmity* 
When he had made a covenant with 

death, and with hell an agreement, it was 
juft for thee to dimifs him from his glo- 
rious abode. Why fhouldft thou feed a 
rebel at thine own board ? 

And yet we tranfgrefs daily, and thou 
loft not Ihut heaven againft us : how is 
t, that we find more mercy than our fore- 
ather ? His fancied ftrength defer ved 
everity — our weaknefs finds pity. That 
jod, whofe face he fled in the garden. 

Vol. I. C now 
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now makes him with fhamc fly o 
the garden — thofc Angels, that Q 
have kept him, now keep the gat 
Paradifc againft him. It is not fc 
to recover happinefs, as to keep i 
to lofe it. 

The famecaufe, which drove man 
Paradife, hath fince withdrawn Pai 
from the world. That fiery fword die 
defend it againft thofe waters, when 
the fins of men drowned the glory < 
world J neither now do I feek wher< 
Paradife was, which we loft — I 1 
where that Paradife /V, which we 
ftudy to fcek, and hope to find. As 
was the image of God, fo was that ea 
Paradife an image of Heaven — bot 
images are defaced-^^-both the firfl 
terns are eternal. Adam was the fi 
he remained not — in the fecond is 
fecond Adam, which faid, " Thij 
" flialt thou be with me in Parad 
There was that chofen Veffel, who \ 
and faw what could not be expreflT^ 
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fince as much as the third heaven ex- 
ceeds the richeft earth, fo doth that Pa- 
r^ife, to which we afpire, exceed that 
which we have loft. Thou, O God, 
^alt (hew us the path of life — in thy pre- 
fcnce is fulnefe of joy— at thy right hand 
^ pleafure for evermore. 



III. 
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III. 

CAIN AND ABEL. 

LOOK now, O my foul, upon the 
two firft brethren, and wonder at their 
contrary dilpofitions. If the privileges 
of mere nature had been of any valuer 
the firft-born child had not been delpe- 
rately wicked. Behold in Abd a faint^ 
in Cain a murderer ! 

Doubtless their education was holy. 
For Adam, though in Paradife he tranf- 
grefled the command of God, was de- 
vout and faithful in his exile. His fin 
and fall had made him circumlpeft : and 
fince he faw that his a6t had bereaved 
his children of thofe bleffings, that were 
once in (lore for thern, he would furely 
labour, by all holy endeavours, to atone 
for what had paffed, that fo his care 

might 
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^^S^t make amends for his trefpafs. 

^yy who would then think, that the 

children of this common parent fhould 

^^^ be examples of mutual love ? If 

but two brothers be left alive of many, 

^e think that the love of all the reft 

ftould furvive in them — ^yet behold here 

are but two brothers in a world, afid one 

is the aflaffia of the other ! That fpirit, 

which caufed enmity between man and 

Sod, now fets enmity between man and 

nan. All quarrels, all uncharitablenefs, 

nuft flow from one only fource. If we 

ntertain wrath, we give place to the 

levil. Certainly fo deadly an aft mufl 

Leeds be deeply grounded. 

What then was the occafion of this 
apital malice ? Abel's facrifice meets 
/ith acceptance. What was this to 
3ain ? Cain's oblation is rejefted. 
Zould Abel be in fault on this account ? 
) envy, the corrofive of all evil minds, 
.nd the root of all atrocious adlions ! It 
hould have been Cain's joy to fee his 

C 3 brother 
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brother accepted — it (hould have b^ 
his forrow, to fee that he had deferr* 
rejedUon: his brother's example fliou. 
have animated and direfted him in t^ 
fame path of godlinels. Could Ab 
frevent the fire of God from defcendin 
on his brother's facrifice ? Or fhould \ 
be infenfible of the mercy fliewn ( 

himfelfi and dlfpleafe his Maker, to fa 
tisfy a gracelefs brother ? Was Cain re 
moved further from a bleffing, becaul 
Abel obtained mercy, and found favoi 
from above ? 

How proud and how foolifh is malia 
which grows thus frantic and defperatt 
for no caufe, but that God is juft, an 
his fervant holy ! Religion, from th 
introduftion of fin amongft mankinc 
hath ever been the occafion of danger t 
tlie children of light. O Lord, let me, i; 
indiflFerent aftions, be careful to avoi< 
giving ofitnce — but while I walk in thi 
way of thy commandments, and receiv 
the gracious manifeftations of thy favour 

I can 
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^^n not if my obedience provoke the 
^^gnadon of thine enemies. 
^siDOM hath there exifted a nature fo 

P^'feft, as to be altogether free from 
^^- Many, who, perhaps^ do not 
'^e6l diemfclves, would, upon exa- 
^^ation, find, that they had fomc 
'^^ces of Cain^s difpofition in their own. 
^ often do we hate that goodnefs in 
^fe around us, which we negle6t in 
'riclves. 

There was never envy that "was 
t bloody— for it will devour our 
n heart, if it reach not that of ano- 
•t". If it be not reftrained by 
over- ruling arm of heaven, it will 
^ly be defiled with blood — often in 
^--always in dilpofition. And that 
't>, who in good accepts the will for 
• deed, condemns the will for the deed 
^vil. If there be an evil heart, there 
I be an evil eye : and if both thefe, an 
il hand. 

c 4 How 
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How early did martyrdom come 
die world! The firft man diat 
died for religion. 

But who dares meafure God's 
by outward events^ when he fee 
wicked Cain ftand over the bleedin; 
bel ? The lacrifice of that holy 
was firft accepted, and now himfeli 
lacrificed. Death was denounced tc 
as a curfe, yet behold, it is firl 
flifted on the innocent. How fo 
this curfe turned into a benediftion 
heard a vx)ice from heaven, faying 
me, " Blefled are the dead which 
" the Lord/' If death had been f 
evil, and life good, then would 
have been cut offj and Abel would 
furvived. -Now, fmce we fee that 
gins with him whom God lovetl 
cry out with confidence, " O E 
" where is thy fting ?" 

Abel fays nothing — his blood 
Every drop of guiltlefs blood h; 
tongue j and is not only vocal, bui 

porti 
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I Poftunate. How loud then wa$ the 

r feand which went up to heaven, when 

that righteous blood was Ihed, the blood 

^^ Him who was both the prieft and the 

Orifice — Him, who accepted it in his di- ' 

^^nc nature, while he offered it in his hu- 

'^an ! The Spirit which witneflcd both, 

^^clares, that itfpake better things than 

*e blood of Abel. Abel's blood called 

*^^ revenge — thine, O Saviour, for 

f^^^cy. Abel's blood pleaded his own 

innocence — thine, the fatisfaftion made 

^^^ all who fhould believe. Abel's blood 

Procured Cain's puniflimenc — thine de- 

^ivered all repentant fouls from the wrath 

^f God, and the judgment which would 

^^ve enfued. Better things indeed, than 

tile blood of Abel ! It is goody that God 

ftould be avenged on, finners. It is bet- 

teTy that through thy mercy he Ihould 

/pare the penitent. 

No fooner doth Abel's blood fpeak to 
God, than God Ipeaks to Cain. There 
is no wicked man to whom God fpeaks 

not— 
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not — ^if not to his car, yet to his 

The words of the Ahnighty, oi 

occafion, are not an accufation 

enquiry— ^et fuch an enquiry as 

infer an accufation. God would . 

finncr accufe himfelf — ^it is the fir 

towards repentance and pardon. H 

therefore placed his twful Vice 

in the bread of man. But while 

grace feeks to produce this ingc 

confeflion, unregencrate nature ^I: 

Cain anfwers with ftubborn inft 

The very name of Abel wounds h 

lefs, than his hand had wounded 

Confciences that are without re 

are not without horrour — wick 

makes them either penitent or defj 

The homicide dares to be angr 

God, as firft for accepting his br< 

oblation, fo now for liftening 1 

blood ! 

Lo, he prefumes to anfwcr God 

queftion. " Am I my brother's ke( 

— ^whenhe (hould have faid — " An 
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^ my brother's murderer ?'' He fcoms 
to keep him^ whom he feared not 
to deftrcy. Good duties are baie and 
^'^ubleibme to wicked minds, while 
^ey ffarink not from the moft aban- 
doned villainy. Yet this mifcreanti who 
^^^ neither grace to avoid his fin, nor to 
^^^fefs it, when he is convided, and has 
^ceived his juft fentence, is loud and im- 
portunate in his cries and exclamations. 
"c, who regards not the aft of fin, ftiall 
*^ nnade to feel the fmart of his punifti- 
'^^nt. In the regions of forrow, theene- 
J^^^s of God are weary of their torments, 
yt in vain. Cain, who would not keep 
^^^^ brother, is caft out from the protec- 
^^^n of God — Cain, who feared not to kill 
*^^5 brother, fears death at the hand of 
^^ery man. The troubled confcience 
projefts fearful things, and fin makes even 
cruel men cowardly. God condemns 
the criminal, not to die, but to live. 
He was anxious for life — iu is granted 
him i but it is granted as a curfe. How 

often 
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often doth God hear finners in anger ! 
He fhall live, banifhed from God, carry- 
ing his hell in his bofom, and the brand 
of divine vengeance in his forehead. 
God rejefts him — the earth rcfufes to 
profper him— men abhor him— he now 
wifties for the death which once he 
feared, but the world does not aflford ano»- 
ther murderer. . How bitter, how cnd- 
lefs, are the confequcnces of fin t Now 
Cain finds, that he killed bimfelf rather 
than his brother. We fliould never of- 
fend, if we forefaw in what light our of- 
fence would hereafter appear even to 
ourfelves. The iflTue of fin would be 
found a thoufand times more horrible,, 
than the aft is. pleafant. 
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IV. 
NOAH. 

^VH AT a deluge of fin preceded the 
^Ood of waters ! The unequal yoke with 
^ftdcls caufed this fuperfluity of naugh- 
^'^^Is. The fons of God beheld the 
^^ghters of men, that they were fair. 
^^Ugious hufbands loft their piety, and 
►^incd a rebellious and nionftrous pro- 

"That which was the firft occafion of 
"^> was the occafion of the increaje of 
^'^^ No man hath his foul infafety, 
^*^o hath not made a covenant with his 
y^s. Like their firft parents, thefe de- 
^^d patriarchs beheld that which God 
^^d forbidden — they faw — theylufted— • 
^hey tranfgrefled — and they died. 

The 
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The divine juftice might havepu* 
niflied them without previous notice- 
yet, to approve his mercies even to the 
wicked, God gives them an hundred and 
twenty years' fpace for repentance. How 
loth is the Lord toftrike, who threatens 
fo long ! He, who delights in revenge, 
Jurprizes his adverfary — he who gives 
long warnings, feeks even for the guilty 
a way to efcape. It is the obduracy of man 
alone, which occafions his fuffering. 

Neither doth God in this initance 
give time only ; he lends a faithful 
teacher^ Happy are the flock, whofe 
paftors are righteous. Noah's hand 
taught, as well as his tongue. His bu- 
finefs, in building the ark, was a real fer- 
mon to the world — ^while the work itfclf 
proclaimed mercy and life to the believer, 
and to the rebellious, deftruftion. 

Methinks I fee the gigantic. fons of 
Lamech coming to Noah, and aflcing 
him what he means by that ftrangc 
work ?— whither he defigns to fail upon 

the 
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the dry land ? To whom, when he dc- 

Idarcs God's purpofe and his own, they 

depart in fcorn, wagging their heads, 

and faying, " He is befide himfelf— 

'^ too much bolinefs hath made him 

*' mad." But all their impious mocke- 

^^s deprive not Noah of his faith — he 

Pleaches, and builds,- and finifhes. It is 

pr-obable that other hands, befide his own 

^•^d thoft of his family, aflifted him in 

"i^ labours — ^that many contributed to 

^^^Hd the ark, who were not preferred in 

^^ ark. Our outward works cannot 

^^Ai^e us, without our faith. We may 

P Secure deliverance to others, and yet 

•^^ miferable ourfelves. 

What a wonder of mercy is this that 
^^e here behold ? — a fingle family called 
^vit of a world — a few grains of corn fe- 
lefted from fo vaft a quantity of chaff ! 
An unholy defcendant of Noah is kept 
alive for his father's fake — not one righ- 
teous man perifhed in the general deflruc- 
tion. For thefe few the earth was flill 

prefcrvcd 



32 NOAH. 

preferved under the waves. Were it not 
for the godly, fire would even now con- 
fume that world, which could not be pu- 
rified by water. 

The mod favage of all creatures (by 
an inftindt of God) conne to feek the 
ark — not a man is feen to approach* 
Reafon once depraved is worfe than bru" 
tiflhnefs. How gently do thefe tyrants o( 
the defart offer and fubmit themfelves to 
ihe patriarch, renewing that allegiance 
to the repairer of the world, which be^ 
fore his tranfgreffion they paid to its fiirft 
lord ! The lions fawn upon Noah and 
Daniel. If the Creator will prefcrve, the 
creature hath no power to deftroy. 

The day is come — ^all the guefts 
are entered — the ark is fhut — the win-. " 
dows of heaven are open — and the foun- 
tains of the great deep broken up. 
Now thefe fcoffers, when they fee the 
prediftions of Noah about to be fulfilled, 
approach in hade, and importunately 
crave admittance. But as they formerly 
' rejedtcd 



[ God, fb they are juftly rcjcfted 
in return. Before vengeance be- 
^pentance is feafonable — till judg- 
e gone out, we do not cry too late, 
the Gofpel folicits us, the doors 
irk are open. If we negleft the 
' grace, we Ihall learn by fad ex- 
e, that God will fearfully punifli 
lurate. When from the tops of 
ountains they contemplate their 
:hing diflblution with palenefs and 
r, they fee the ark floating upon 
ters, and behold with envy that 
they formerly beheld with fcorn. 
vain doth he fly, whom God pur- 
There is no way to avoid his 
ents, unlefs we betake ourfelves to 
ercy by repentance. The faith 
righteous was once derided — now 
cefs demonfl:rates the hand of God. 
lecurely doth Noah ride out this 
• of heaven, earth, and waters ! 
ears the pouring down of the rain 
his head-^the fhricks of men, the 
L. I. D roaring 
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roaring of bcafts, around him-Hic rag- 
ing of the waves beneath him* He fees 
the miferable end of the unbelievers; 
and in the mean time himfelf neither feds 
nor fears evil. He knows that God, who 
created the waters, will dircft him— that 
God, who had fhut him in, will preferve 
him. How happy a thing is feidi! 
What a quiet fafety, what an heavenly 
peace doth it work in the foul, in the 
midft of all the inundations of evil ! 

At length the Almighty decreed that 
a renovation of all things fhould fuccecd 
this deftrudtion. After forty days the 
heaven clears up — after an hundred and 
fifty, the waters fink down. God is 
foon weary of punifhing — he is never 
weary of blefling. Now doth Noah 
fend out the raven and the dove. The ra- 
ven flies away, and returns no more. The 
carnal mind quits the Church of Gop, 
and embraces the prefent world j fcorn- 
ing to be reftrained within the limits of 
chriftian obediencet The dove, like a 

trxic 



true citizen of the mlt, retcnn^ and by 
h&r olive4eaf brings welcome news of 
4h& abatement of the waters. How 
iftothy are thofe atnbafladouts to be re- 
ceived wi A joy^ who, with innocence in 
their lives, bring glad tidings of peace, 
and falvacion in their mouths ] 

Noah believes and rejoices, yet ftill 
fie waits feven day^ inore, e*er he will 
difpatch again his winged nneflenger, 
and two months, e'er he will fbr- 
iake the Btk^ . nor would he even then 
have quitted it, had not the God who 
commfinded him to enter, commanded 
him likewife to depart. Happy is that 
man, who in all things, neglefting the 
counlels of fleih and blood, depends 
upon the diredion of Omnipotence. 

No foorfer is Noah come out of the 
ark, than he builds an altar — not an 
houfe for himfelf, but an altar to the 
Lord. Delayed gratitude is not wor- 
thy of acceptance* Behold this fire of 

D 2 llsToah's 
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Noah*s facrificc afccnds up to tli 
heavens from whence the waters 1 
and a glorious rainbow appears tfa( 
for his fecurity> and that of his defc 
dants ; a pledge of the everlafting co 
nant between heaven and earth, 
incenfe can be fo fwect in the | 
fence of God^ as the holy obedic 
of the faithful. Here then Was the: 
new and fecond reft. Firft God re 
from making the world, now from 
Jiroying it. We ceafe not to offend, 
he forbears again to puniih us by a 
neral overthrow. His word was enouj 
but he adds a token, which may fp 
the truth of his promife to the y 
eyes of men. Nor is this more < 
dent in the natural, than in the Ipiri 
world. His bleffed facraments are 
fymbols of his heavenly covenant to 
foul. All the figns of his inftitui 
are proper, and fignificant. 

But who would look, after all this 
find righteous Noah, the father of 

I 
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ncv worldj drunken in his tent ? Alas, 
wliat are wc men, without affiftancc 
from God ! While He upholds us, no 
temptation can prevail againft us -, if he 
^thdraw his fupport, no trial is too weak 
^o overthrow us. He who thus fufFcred 
^e king, the prieft, the prophet of 
the world to tranlgrefs, knows how to 
^^^^^c even the errours of his holy ones 
^ciid to the advantage of his Church. 
If we had not fuch examples of human 
frailty before us, how often fhould we 
^ tempted to defpair at the thought of 
^ur manifold infirmities ! 

What fhall we think of that vice, 
which robs a man of himfelf, and 
leaves a beaft in his room ? Ham be- 
holds, and laughs at the humiliation of 
his parent and prefervcr. Better had 
that ungracious fon perilhed in the wa- 
ters, than that he ftiould have lived to 
receive his father's curfe. The modeft 
forrow of his brethren, which drew on 
them a bleffing, is ibeir praife, and our 

D 3 example. 
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cxaoiple. The fins of thofe wc IqvC 
and honour, w^ muft hear pf with in- 
dignation — fearfully and unwillingly bc-^ 
licve — acknowledge with grief and 
fbame — ^hide widi hon^ft excufes — and 
bury in filence. 
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V. 

ABRAHAM. 

^ ibon are ipen and fins multi- 
^hile they fee before them the 
ionuments of their anceftours' 
7 quickly have they forgotten 
It was a proud word, ^ Corner 
build us a city and a tower, 
top may reach to heaven." 
meful arrogance — moft igno- 
mption in man who is a worm, 
of man who is a worm ! God 
to look up towards heaven 
Y faith, with humble and fer- 
?s, not with the proud imagi- 
our own atchievements— but 
nd frantic ambition knows no 
d fo the Almighty directs his 
n againft it. 

Lo, 
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Lo, his divine powers arrcft them 
in the midft of their courfe — by di- 
viding their tongues, he fruftratcs 
their work, and mocks the impiety of 
the workmen. How eafily can he con- 
troul or bring to nothing the greatcft 
projefts of men ! Wicked a£ts, which 
begin in vain-glory, do for the aioft 
part terminate in fhame. Afterwards 
there was a time, when what was 
here efFefted as a punijhmenty took plac^ 
by the infpiration of God, for ^ ileffin^ 
to the Church, that the -found of the 
glorious Gofpel might be heard amidft 
the people, the nations, and the lan- 
guages. But alas ! to this day in our 
^iritual Sion, the building doth not 
advance, Jbecaufe our tongues are di- 
vided. Happy would it be for the 
Church of Gop, if fhere we all Ipake 
but one language. While we live ifl 
difcord, we can build nothing but con- 
fufion. Difference of tongues caufed 

the 
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the Babel of thefe fmners to ceafe, but 
it promotes the height of ours. 

In the landj whofe inhabitants thus 
rebelled againft a God of juftice and 
mercy, the holy .patriarch Abraham is 
born, but he is direfted to feek elfe- 
where for his abode. 

It was fit that he who was to be the 
father and pattern of the faithful, Ihould 
be thoroughly tried. No fon of Abra- 
ham muft fhrink from difficulties, or 
expe6t to efcape temptations, when he 
fees that bofom, on which hereafter he 
defires to repofe, affauked by fuch in- 
numerable trials. Abraham ^nuft .leave 
bis country and kindred, and dwell 
among ftrangers. The earth is the 
Lord's, and all places are alike to the 
wife and faithful. If Chaldea had not 
been grofsly idolatrous, Abraham had 
not quitted it — but no bond muft tie us 
to the danger of infection . 

Yet whither muft he go ? to a place 
he knew not — to men that knew not 

him. 
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him. It is comfort enou^ to a gooa 
man, whcrefbcvcr he is, that he is ac* 
quainted with God ; we cannot be out 
of the way, while we follow his holy ■ 
calling. Never did any man lofc by 
his obedience to the Moft High, Be* 
caufc Abraham yieldedy God gives hini' 
the inheritance of Canaan. And the 
faith, which thus takes poflcffion, equal* 
that which firft led him to quit his na- 
tive country. Behold, Abraham takes 
poffeflion for that progeny which he 
had not, which in nature it was not pro- 
bable he ftiould have.— 4ie takes pof- 
feflion of that land, whereof himfelf 
fliould never have one foot j wherein his 
defendants fhould not be fettled,, till al- 
moft five hundred years after. The 
power of faith can anticipate time, and 
make future things prefent. If we are 
the true fons of Abraham, we are al- 
ready, while we fojourn here on earth, 
poffeflburs of our land of promife — 

while 
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Canaan doth not afford Rim breadi 
lich yet muft flow with milk and ho- 
y to his pcrfferity;. Senfe mufl ftill 
'Id to faith. He mirfl depart into the 
id of Egypt, ^nd there feek the relief 
lich elfewhere he may not find. Thrice 
th Egypt preferved the Church of 
)D — in Abraham,, in Jacob, ia 
inisT. The Almighty often makes 
.* of the world for the benefit of his 
Idrcn — and even the wicked, in many 
tances, efi^edt his good purpofe, while 
mfelves are intending only evil. 
The famine is paft, the patriarch re- 
ns, and with him the wife of his bo- 
-j, and Lot, the companion of his 
le — ^while Canaan^ as if it would 
ne for its late (carcity, now brings forth 
handfuls, even to thefe ftrangers. 
fore they grew rich, they dwelt toge- 
r i now their wealdx feparates them— 

their 
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their focicty was a greater 
than their riches. How mar 
grievous fufierers by that whi 
world holds deareft! 

It was the duty of Lot to 
to the brother of his father^ not i 
tend and ftipulate. Who won 
think Abraham the younger, ai 
the elder ? It is no difparagen 
the greateft perfons, to comir 
treaty of peace. Better does it 1 
every fervant of God to win wit 
than to fway with power. A 
refigns his pre-eminence — Lot t 
And behold. Lot is croffed in 
chofe ; Abraham is bleffed in tha 
was left him. God will not fai 
•ward 'him, who meekly refigns h 
in the defire of peace. 
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he pay dear for his raflincfs. He 
departed peaceably from his neareft ' 
friend— he finds war with llrangers — he 
^s deprived of his liberty and fubftancc 
'^y powerful enemies. Now mufl Abra- 
^^ rcfcue him by whom he had been 
^orfaken. That wealth, which was the 
^ufe of his former quarrels, is made a 
P^ty to mercilefs. heathens — that places 
^hich his eye covetoufly chofe, endan- 
gers his life and his pofieflions. Chrif- 
•lans, while they have fought for gain, 
hzve too frequendy loft themfelves. 

Yet this ill fuccefs hath not induced 
Lot to depart from that wicked re- 
gion, which, if it had been taught re- 
pentance by the fword, would have ef- 
:aped the fire. Even this vifitation 
lath not made ten good men in thofe 
five cities. Only Lot vexed his right- 
sous foul at their wickednefs. He 
vexed bis own foul, for he ftaid there 
with his own confent ; but becaufe he 
was vexed, he is delivered — he is ref- 

cued 
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cued from die judgments of Gc 
becomes aft hoft to angels^ The 
of holy men are full of thefe i» 
ipiritSy whom xhcj know xiot 
pitch their tents in aurj^^^riRt us 
we fee not-^and when we feel no 
teft us. 

Wickedness hath but a tin 
punilhment inevitably, however 
approaches* Short and dangero 
therefidue of that nighty in wh 
patriarch received his heavenly 
Yet ftill he goes forth to feek his 
in-law. No good man wifhes 
happy alone ; faith makes us cha 
at the hazard of our own fafety, H 
them like a prophet, and advife; 
like a father, but in vain j he fe( 
them as one that mocked ; and t 
more thanj^^;« to mock him in 
Thiiq. rn carnal minds, nreacl 
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O THE bounty of God, which ex- 
pends not to us only but ours ! He pre- 
serves Lot for Abraham's fake, and 
"^vcn the city Zoar for Lx)t*s fake. 
^V'cre it not that the children of God 
^^'^ intermixed with the world, that 
"^^^xld could not ftand j the wicked owe 
'^f^^ir lives to tliofe few good men, 
^l>>om they hate and perfecute. Now 
^'^^ fun rifes on Zoar, and fire falls 
^^^ Vn on Sodom* Abraham ftands upon 
^^^ hill^ and fees the cities burning* 
*^is faith is confirmed, while his heart 
^^ rent with pity for thofe, in whofe be- 
'^alf he had pleaded with his God. 

The angel, who came down from 
Heaven in wrath to vifit Sodom, brought 
to Abraham a melfage of peace, and 
announced the near approach of the 
promifed feed. The holy man hears 
the tidings with joy. Sarah miftrufts, 
.and fears, and doubts, and yet hides her 
diffidence ; till reproved for her infide- 
lity, by Him who is a difcerner of the 

thoughts 
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thoughts and intents of the hearty fhe is 
at length convinced of his omnipotence! 
Abraham believeth God^ and it is 
accounted to him for righteoulhefs. It 
is enough for him that God hath laid 
it. He fees not the means, he fees the 
promife. He knows that his pofterity 
Ihall be as the ftars of heaven, though 
as yet he has no child. Faith is ever 
recompenfcd with bleflBngs. Ifaac is 
born to Sarah and to Abraham. 



V 
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VI. 
ISAAC. 

LIT thefc are in compariibn eaf/ 
of faith — all ages have flood a- 
rd at the next^ not knowing whe- 
they fhould more wonder at God's 
nand, or the obedience of his fer- 
Many years had that good patri- 
waited for his fon. Now he hath 
lly received him, and with him the 
ous promife, " In Ifaac fliall thy 
d be called," Behold, the fon of 
ye, the fon of his love, the fon of 
cpeftation, muft die by the hand of 
vretched father. " Take thine only 
L Ifaac, whom thou lovefl> and go 
the land of Moriah, and offer him 
rre for a burnt offering." 
)L. L E Nevui 
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Never was any gold tried in fo fierce 
a fire. But God knew that he fpake to 
an Abraham ; and Abraham knew that 
he was commanded by a God. Faith 
had taught him not to argue, but obey. 
He is fure, that what God commands is 
good — that what he promifes is infalli- 
ble — and therefore he is carelefs of the 
meansy and trufts to the end. We hear 
him not exclaiming, *^ What! doth the 
God of mercies delight in blood ? 
Can murder become piety ? Can I 
not be faithful, unlefs I am unnatural ? 
Why did I wait fo long for my fon ? 
Why didfl thou give him me ? Why 
is he fo dutiful, fo dear, fo hopeful ? 
Why didft thou promife me a blefling 
in him ? When Ifaac is gone, where 
is my blefling ? O God, if thy com- 
mands and purpofes be capable of al- 
teration, let thy firfl: word ftand — re- 
fcind this dreadful fentence T' 
These would have been the thoughts 
of an unliable heart. The good patri- 
arch 
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arch rifes early, and prepares himfelf 
for his fad journey. And oow he muft 
travel three whole days to the place ap- 
pointed ; and ftill muft Ifaac be in his 
eye, whom all this while in his imagina- 
tion he fees expiring. There is nothing 
fo miferable as to dwell under the expec- 
tation of a great eviL Inevitable mis- 
fortune is mitigated by Ipeed, and ag- 
gravated by delay. All this time had 
Abraham leifure to return. Now when 
they are come in fight of the cho- 
fen mountain, [the attendants are dif- 
miffed. What a devotion is this, that 
will abide no witnefles ? Alas, what 
ftranger could have endured to fee the 
father carry the knife and fire, inftru- 
ments of that death which he had rather 
fuffer than inflift ? to fee the fon carrying 
that load, on which he was fo foon to be 
extended as a viftim ? 

But what muft be the ftrength of A- 
braham's faith, that he could endure the 
queftion of his dear, his innocent, his 

E 2 religious 
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religious child ? " My fatjxcr, behold 
*' the fire, and the wood — but 'where is 
*' the lamb for a burnt-offering ?'* Did 
not that one word, *' My father," in- 
flift on the patriarch a death far more 
cruel than he could poffibly inflifl on his 
fon ? Yet llill the pious parent conceals^ 
perfifts, and where he means not,^ pro- 
phefies. " My fon, God himfelf fhall 
" provide a lamb for the burnt-offer^ 
« ing." 

Reluctantly do the heavy tiding 
come forth — it was torment to Abraham 
to iky what he mud do. He knows his 
own faith, he knows not the conftancy 
of his fon. But now, when Ifaac hath 
aflifted in building the altar, on which 
he muft be offered, he hears the ftrange 
command of God, the final will of his 
father. " My fon, thou art the lamb 
" which God hath provided for this 
" burnt-offering. If my blood would 
" have excufed thee, how many thou- 
" fand times had I rather give thee mine 

* own 
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*' own life, than take thine ! Alas, I 
am full of days, and for a long feafon 
have only lived in thee. Thou mightft 
have preferved the life of thy father, 
have comforted his death, have clofed 
his eyes — but the God of us both 
^ hath chofen thee. He that gave thee 
** to me miraculoufly, bids me, by an 
^' unufual method, return thee to him- 
^ felf. It is needlefs to tell thee, that I 
^^ lacrifice all my worldly joys, yea, and 
myfelfi in thee. But God muft be 
obeyed ; neither art thou too dear for 
^^ him that calls thee. Come then, my 
^^ Ion, reftore the life which God hath 
given thee by me— offer thyfelf wil- 
lingly on this altar — fend up thy foul 
chearfuUy to thy glory — and know, 
*^ that God loves thee above others, 
^^ fince he requires thee alone to be con- 
*^ fecrated in facrifice to himfelf !" 

Who cannot imagine, with what per- 
plexed and mingled paffions, with what 
changes of countenance, what doubts, 

E 3 what 
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what fears^ what amazement^ the youth 
received this fudden meffage fix)m the 
mouth of his father ? But when he had 
compoied histhoughts> and confidered 
that the author was God, the aftor A- 
braham, the aft a facrifice, he approves 
himfelf no degenerate child of fuch a pa- 
rent. Now he encourages the trembling 
hand of his father— offers his hands and 
feet to the cords, his boibm to the 
knife, his body to the altar. O holy 
emulation of faith ! O bleflcd agree- 
ment of the facrificer and the oblation ! 
Abraham no longer delays the fatal aft 
of obedience — he binds thofe dear hands, 
he lays his facrifice on the wood. 

And now having given him a laft 
embrace, not without mutual tears, he 
lifts up his hand to inflift the ftroke of 
death at once. Now the flay of Abra- 
ham, the promifed feed, the hope of the 
Church, the beloved of God, lies pre- 
pared to bleed under the hand of a fa- 
ther. 

What 
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What heart would be unmoved at 
luch a Ipeftacle as the patriarch and 
his Ifaac at this moment afforded ! 
"What heathen, however barbarous, who 
had been now on the hill of Moriah, and 
had beheld the weapon of a parent up- 
lifted againft fuch a fon, would not have 
been overwhelmed with horrour, and 
amazement ? Yet he, whom it moft 
nearly concerned, remains unfliaken. In 
his pious foul, faith and patience have 
their perfect work. He contemns all 
fears — he overlooks all impoflibilities. 
His heart tells him, that the fame power, 
which by miracle gave him his fon, by 
miracle couU raife him again from the 
afhes of his facrifice. Thus fortified, thus- 
elevated above nature itfelf, he prepares 
for the laft dreadful aft, when fuddenly 
the angel of the Lord flays his arm — 
forbids him — commends him ! 

The voice of God was never fo wel- 
come, never fo feafonable, as now. It 
was- the trial he intended, not the faSi. 

E 4 Ifaac 
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Ifaac IS facrificed^ and is yet alive«--and 
now the joy and rapture of thefe faints of 
God make amends to them for all the 
forrows which they had fliftained. The 
commands of God are often harfh in the 
beginning, but in the condufion always 
full of comfort. True i5>iritual confola- 
tion is frequently delayed. God defers it 
on purpofe, that our trials may be per- 
feft, our deliverance welcome, our re- 
compence glorious. Ifaac had never 
been fo precious to his father, if he had 
not been recovered from death-^if he 
had not been as wonderfully reftored, as 
given. Abraham had never been blefled 
in his pofterity, if he had not neglefted 
Ifaac for God. 

The only way to find comfort in any 
earthly thing, is to furrender it into the 
hands of the Almighty, in- pious refig- 
nation. 

Abraham came to facrifice — ^his pur- 
pole is not fruftrated. Behold, a ranO 
ftands ready for the burnt-offering, ziK^ 
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its it were offers himfelf to the exchange. 
What myfterics are there in every aft of 
God ! Here, even here, in after ages, 
the only Son of Goo is on this mountain 
laid on the altar of his crofs, a true fa- 
crifice for the world — ^yet is he raifed 
without any real iigury, and exempted 
from the power of death. Here is he of- 
fered and accepted — here his death and 
his rifing proclaim him doubly a Savioiin* 
The patriarch Abraham faw this glo- 
rious day with the eye of faith — ^he faw 
it, and was glad. 

Whatsoever isdeareftto us is our 
Ifaac — happy are we, if we can offer it 
to God. They fhall never reft with A- 
braham, who cannot facrifice with Abra- 
ham, 
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JACOB. 

OF all the patriarchs none lived fo 
privately or fo peaceably as Ifaac. 
Diftinguilhed for his filial piety, and 
conjugal afFeftion, faithful to his God, 
dutiful to his parents, a chafte obferver 
of nuptial fidelity, he pafied his days in 
the contemplation and the tranquillity 
that he fo loved. 

But the life of Jacob was bufy and 
troublefome ; none of the patriarchal 
race faw fuch evil days, as he, from 
whom the militant Ifrael of God hath 
dtaken its name. 

There is nothing but conflift to \yC 
icxpefted, where grace is put in compe^ 
tition with nature, 

EsAir 
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I EsAir hath the right of primogcni- 
[ turc, Jacob that of promife ; yet to 
^his he adds that of purchafe too. The 
^arelefs, unbelieving Efau barters for 
* IX)or confideration what in faft was 
Hot rightfully his own — ^what was now 
*^s brother's by every law divine and 
l^^man. Never, except the forbidden 
*Hiit, was foo^l fo dearly purchafed as 
^is repaft of Efau ! 

But what hath Jacob gained, if the 
fondnefs of Ifaac for his firft-born fhall 
^oxmtervail both the purchafe and the 
piX)mife ? Blinded by age and by aflfec- 
Uon, Ifaac prepares to beftow on Efau 
that blefling, which belonged only to 
the birthright he had afligned to his 
brother, and on which depended the 
precious privilege of being anceftor to 
the Mtfliah. The deareft of God's 
faints have fometimes been overcome by 
too great tendernefs of heart. Ifaac 
knew the oracle of God, that the elder 
9f his fons Ihould ferve the younger. 

He 
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He (no doubt) knew thatprbfaiic 
tempt wherewith Efau had reje&e 
privileges of his birth. He faw him 1 
ing impioiis alliances with heath< 
and yet he will cbnfider nothing 
his own unjuft partiality. How 
cious is God, ^o, wlien we woul 
doth often interpolc his provic 
and fb orders our actions, that v 
not what we would, but what we ou 
Lo, the afieftions of the paren 
divided^ that the promife may hi 
filled. Ifaac would unjuftly beftc 
Efau that which was Jacob's ; Rel 
with equal mjuftice, teaches Jaa 
il perfonate Efeu. The mother Ilia 

thcr defeat the fbn, and beguile t 
ther, than the father fliall begui) 
<rhofen Ion of his blefling. Her 
was good ; the means fhe ufed to 
it were unlawful. God often ac 
plifhes his purpofe by means o 
infirmity — yet neither is our we^ 

-tl- 
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ibereby juflificd^ nor his unerring juftice 
impeached. 

Ii£R£ was nothing but illufion. The 

P^rfon^ the name^ the food> the an- 

iWer, all counterfeit — ^yet behold a true 

i^lening ! Jacob fears the failure of his 

ftr^tagem, the difappointment of his 

' ^f>€s> the curfe of his father. Rebecca, 

P^^luming on the oracle of God, and 

^^ unfufpicious temper of her hufband> 

^»**es be lurety for the danger — coun- 

*^1^ her fon in his procedure — ^affifts 

"^^Vi in its progreis — ^feeks to obvi- 

^^^ every difficulty which may arife — 

^^ only regrets, that while Ihe invefts 

J^^Cib with the garment of Efau, Ihe 

can^^Qf at the fame give him the voice. 

*^^ this is paft her remedy. Her fpn 

"^^£t name himfelf Efau in the accent 

^* Jacob. No doubt, if Ifaac by any 

^^ liis fenfes had difcerned the fraud,, 

*"^ herfelf would have flood forth, 

^^Vjld have taken on her own head all 

w^^ blame^ would have urged the knowr>. 

will 
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will of God concerning the fervitude of 
Efau and the dominion of Jacob, which 
age and partiality had blotted out fix)m 
the memory of their father. 

He who is good himfelf is unwilling 
to believe evil of another ; and will ra- 
ther diftruft his own fenfes, than the 
fidelity of thofe he loves. Yet to de- 
ceive the ear of his father, Jacob muft 
fecond his diflimulation with falfhood. 
O Jacob, I love thy blefling, but I hate 
thy method of obtaining it. I would 
not venture thy fraud to obtain a bene- 
diftion from the holieft of men ; for 
God, who pardoned thy weaknefs, would 
punifh my wilful tranfgreffion. 

Isaac believes, and bleffes his younger 
fon in the garments of the elder; and 
Jacbb is no fooner gone away with joy, 
than Efau comes in with prefumptuous 
expeftation. Jacob had obtained that 
by wrong, which was by right his own. 
Efau, not regarding his voluntary ab- 
dication of his birthright, dares yet hop^ 

for 
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for the privilege he had wantonly cafb 
away from him. 

But the hopes of the wicked fail 
them when they are at the higheft, and 
Efau, who, in his father's bleffing, fought 
only prefent benefit, meets with nothing 
but a repulfe. Lo, Ifaac now trembles, 
and Efau weeps. Who would truft 
tears, when we fee them fall from fuch 
gracelels eyes ? 

Isaac trembles, on the conviftion of 
his confcience. His heart now told 
him, that he ihould not have purpofed 
the blefling where he did, and that it 
was due to him who had obtained it- 
Hence he durft not reverfe what he had 
done by the will of God, and not his 
own. 

It was a good word, " Blefs me 

" alfo, O my father !" Every mifcreant 

can wifti himfelf well. No man would 

be miferable, if it were enough to de- 

^^e happinefs. But the tears of Efau 

^^re falfe and unholy ! they were the 

tears 



nau ocf axicn mm ; ne Knew nimi( 
fane, and yet he claims a blefling 
And now, like a fecond Ca 
refolves to kill his brother, becau; 
brdthcr was more worthy. He loi 
the death of Ifaac, and nieditates 
jacbb; who, to efcape his pref( 
dignation, flies from the cruel E 
the cruel Laban With a ftaff h 
over Jordan, alone, doubtful, am 
fortlefs. In the way, the earth 
bed, and a ftone his pillow; ye 
then his heart is full of joy s he h 
a vifion of angels ; he hears his i 
blefling echoed to him from , h 



JACOB. 65 

Jacob travels far, and meets with 
little friendidiip at the end of his jour- 
xiey. No doubt, when Laban heard of 
his approach, he looked for the ca- 
nels and attendants which fummoned 
Hebecca from her native country; he 
luppofed that the /on of Ifaac would not 
come with lefs grandeur than the /er- 
*vant of Abraham. — Now, when he fees 
him alone and unattended, he beholds 
in him, not a kinfman, but a Have. 

Lo, he ferves feven years for his 
Rachel, and at the end is beguiled by 
the fubtlety of Laban, and compelled 
to be the unwilling hufband of Leah. In 
the fubftitution of the elder daughter 
for the younger, he could not but re- 
member his own paft treachery. At 
a moment when we think not, God of- 
^cn repays us our fins by the fins of* 
others. Other feven years muft he ferve 
^i" Rachel. What miftries will not love 
ov-^rcome ? If Jacob was willingly con- 
^rned in the day by the heat, and in 

A^OL I. F the 
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the night by the firofl:^ to become the 
fon-in-law of Laban, O what fliouU 
we refufe, to become the ions of GopI 

But while Laban only confiden 
his own advantage, God provides for 
his faithful fervant — whofe wealdi (after 
twenty years) renders lum an objed (^ 
envy to the proud Ions of a cruel Ei- 
ther. Jacob is confbained to flee as 
from an enemy; Laban, as anenemfi 
purfues him-^meanwhik an army (^ 
men are conduced againft him by Efaui 
with equally hoilile intentions. But te 
who can wrefUe earneflly with God is 
fecure from the harms of men. La- 
ban leaves Jacobs and Efau meets hinoi 
with a kifs. Who Ihall need to fear, 
that is in league with God ? When a 
man's ways pleafe the Lord^ he makcth 
even his enemies to be at peace with 
him. 

Yet how many are the troubles of 

the righteous ! Rachel, the comfort of 

his life, dieth. His children, the ftaff 

of 
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r his age, wound his foul to the death, 
imeon and Levi are jnurdcraus---Reu- 
:n and Judah inceftuous — Dinah is ra- 
flied— Jofeph is loft — Simeon is im- 
ifoned — ^Benjamin, the right hand 
'his fadier, is endango^ — and Jacob 
driven by ^mine in his old age to die 
nongft the Egyptiam, a pec^le who 
Jd it abomination to eat mxh him. 
''hat ion of Ifrael can hope for good 
y3, when he hears that his father's 
:re fo evil? It is enough for us, if 
len we are dead, we can reft with 
n in the Land of Promile. If the 
igel of the covenant once blefs us, 
pain, no forrow can make us mi- 
able. Many are the troubles of the 
;hteous, but the Lord delivereth 
n out of them all. 
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JOSEPH.^ 

SUFFERING is ever the way t* 
glory. If we are 'dear to our heavenly 
father, we are hated by our carnal bre- 
thren, Jofeph is not a clearer type of 
Chrift, than of every Chriftian. 

How unfearchable arc the ways of 
God ! How do they tranfcend all hu- 
man inveftigation ! Had it not been 
for Jofeph's dreams, he had not been 
fold — had he not been fold, he had not 
been exalted. Little did Jofeph think, 
when he went to feek his brethren, that 
he fhould never more return to his fa- 
ther's houfe ; little did his brethren 
think, when they fold him naked to the 
Iftimaelites, that they fhould fee him 
exalted to princely dignity in Egypt. 

While 
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^HiLE Jofeph enquires of his bre- 
^Hren's health, they are plotting his de- 
''^fldon. He looked for kinfmen and 
friends, and beheld murderers ! Each 
^nc ftrives who Ihall lay the firft hand on 
the many-coloured pledge of a father*s 
fondnefs. They ftrip him naked, caft 
him alive into his grave, and, in pre- 
tence of forbearance, refolve to aggravate 
his mifery by a death of protrafted an- 
guifh. 

All this while Jofeph wanted nei- 
ther words nor tears — the paffionate 
liippliant intreated them, by the dear 
name of their brotherhood, by their ado- 
ration of one common God, for their 
father's fake, for their own fouls' fake, 
not to fin ^gainft his blood. But envy 
hath Ihut out mercy, and made them 
forget themfelves, not only to be bre- 
thren, but men. While the noifeofhis 
lamentation is in their ears, they fit down 
to eat bread, without one fenfation of re- 
morfe« at their having condemned the in- 

F 3 innocent 
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nocent darling of thdr father to peri(h 

with hxinger. 

And now, while he hadi noditng in 

profped but prefent death, behold it ex* 

changed for bondage. God will ever 

raife up fome fccret favourers to bis 

children, even among their bittereft 

enemies. At the inftigadon of Judabi 

a company of Ifhmaelites, pafling by, 

purchafe a treafure far more precious 

than all their balm and myrrh. From 

the pit, where he lay naked and languifb- 

ing, they receive into their hands the 

Lord of Egypt, the dqlight and orn^ 

ment of the world. 

He who is mourned for in Canaan as 

dead, prolpers in Egypt in the houfe of 

Fotiphar, and inftead of a flave is made 

a ruler — but lo, again his obedience to 

God, and unfhakcn adherence to his 

duty, make him the vidtim of malic^ 

and revenge. Difappointed luft, hatred 

burning furioufly in theheartof awoman^ 

procure him an unjuft and cruel imprt-^ 

fonmcnt. The patriarch fubmits in fi^ -^ 

Icnce- 
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-—he knows that God will find a 

e^ clear his innocence, to regard 

ofte fidelity. 

t fooner is }o&fh a priioncr thaa 

I guardian of the prifoners. Truft 

onour accompany hina wherefoever 

In his fadier's houie^ in Poti- 

;, in the prifbn» in the palace> ftill 

leboth&YOur, and rule. 

FEK two years of Jofeph's patience, 

rails him to more diftioguiffaed ho^ 

•^fends a dream to Pharaoh— im* 

die interpretation to Jofeph. Lo^ 

a miferable prifbner, the youth is 

ruler of Egypt } One hour hath 

:d his fetters into a chain of gold, 

c captive of Potiphar is lord over 

:ient mafter. Humility goes bc- 

onour— forrow and f fFcring zk 

rft inftrudtours to thofe who are 

to dignity. How well are the 

;n of God repaid for their pa- 

! Never doth he negleft them ; 

f all in the day of their afSiftions. 

F 4 Pharaoh 
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Pharaoh prefers Jofeph — Jofcph 
enriches Pharaoh. If Jofeph had not 
ruled, Egypt had been undone— now 
the fubjefts are indebted to him fcx* lifei 
the king for his fupremacy — the bouniy 
of God made his fervant able to ^ivi 
more than he received. 

No piety can exempt us from the 
common vifitations of God. The holy 
Jacob is afflifted by the famine, which 
defolates the land of his pilgrimage. No 
man can tell by the outward evcnti 
which is the patriarch, and which the 
Canaanite. His ten fons muft now leave 
their flocks, and go down into Egypt 
They muft humbly bow the knee to him, 
who was once the objeft of their fcorn- 
ful cruelty. His habit, his languagfi 
his dignity, kept Jofeph from thcif 
thoughts — while nothing tends to pre- 
vent his immediate recolleftion of thofc 
whom he has more reafon to view as 
enemies, than as brethren. 

Now 
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Now docs he behold the accomplifh- 
"nent of his ancient dreams — now thinks 
le fit to hide his. love from them, who 
lad fhewn him fo much hatred. He 
peaks roughly — ^rejefts their perliia- 
ions-^'— calls them Ipies — ^puts them all in 
lold — and one of them in bonds. The 
nind muft not always be judged by the 
outward aftions. God's countenance is 
►ften fevere to thofe he beft loveth. 
AThat fong could be fo delightful to the 
)atriarch, as to hear his brethren in bit- 
er remorfe condemn themfelves for their 
brmer cruelty, before him, who was 
heir witnefs and judge ? His heart is 
■nelted — he pities them with tears — he 
veeps for joy to fee their repentance. 

Yet is Simeon left in fetters, and the 
-eft go back with their corn, and with 
iieir money, to their father. Jacob was 
jnufed to perfedt happinefs. They, 
who bring him neceflary food, bring 
him fad tidings of the detention of one 
fon, the danger of another. While they 

prevent 
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prevent his dying witfar hongBr^ dity 
pierce his heart with new fbrrows. 

The painful ieparatiofi is for a wlid^ 
protra£ted : but at length his Bogaixis^ 
muft depart. No plea is io hnportu^ 
nate as that of &mise. The bretiiitf 
rttvam to Egypt laden widi douUe tM^ 
ney> and widi a prefent in dieir hands. 

Now hath Joieph his defire — fiO«r 
doth he feaft his eyes with the fig^t of^ 
that dear brother^ whom he borrows, as 
it were^ for a feafon, that be may reftore 
him with increafe of joy. Now he wel- 
comes them whom once he threatened, 
and turns their fear into wonder. But loon 
their fear comes back with ten-ibld vio- 
lence. Jofcph, by a feigned accuiation of 
Benjamin, proves his brethren afreffa, 
that he may redouble their joy, (hould 
he deem them worthy of his love. 

And now, when Judah tenderly re- 
ports the danger of his aged father, and 
the fadnefs of his lail complaint, and his 
fond attachment to the fon of his old 
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re, compaffion and trani^rt will be 
►iiccaJcd. no longer — they burft forth 
^ his voice, and at his eyes. Jofeph 
nds out his iervants, that he might 
^ely weep. He knew he could not fay, 
I am Jofeph !" without the moft em- 
ifioned vehemence. 
Never any word (bunded like this in 
c ears of the fons of Jacob. What 
srvel, if they ftood with paknefs and 
cnce before him, while the more they 
lievcd, the more they feared ! " I atti 
Jofeph," implies to their confciences. 
Ye are murderers ! My power and 
this place give me all opportunities of 
revenge. My glory is your Ihamc, 
my life your danger, your fin lives 
together with me." But foon the 
ars and gracious words of Jofeph af- 
ire them of pardon and love, and 
lange their doubts into gladnefs. Now 
ley return home rich and joyful, and 
take themfelves happy by the joy they 
ere to afford their father.. 

The 
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The return of Benjamin was accepta- 
ble— but that his dead fon was yet alive 
after fo many years* lamentation, was in* 
telligence too rapturous for belief, an^ 
endangered the life of Jacob with fiih^*^ 

Yet his eyes revived his mind— an^ 
when he faw the chariots of his fon, \^^ 
believed Jofeph's life, and fought caT^ 
neftlyfor hisfociety. " Itisenou^ 
** Jofeph my fon is yet aJive — I will g 
*^ down and fee him before I die." 

The height of all earthly happinefS^ 
appeared in the meeting of the father anci 
his fon, endeared to each other by thei ^ 
mutual lofs. God doth often remove 
our (tomforts for a time, that we may 
be more joyful in their recovery. This 
was the moft unmixed joy thepatriarcH 
■ever felt. It was referved by heaven ^^ 
illumine the'evening of his days. 

And if the meeting of earthly frien^^ 
foe fo delightful, how happy Ihall we ^^ 
Sn the fight of the glorious God, o^ 

heaver^ ^^ 
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r Fadicr ! of that blefled Re- 

whom we fold to death by 

, and who, after his noble tri- 

hath all power given him in hea- 

earch! 

J did Jacob rejoice, when he 
p out of the land of promife into 
1 nation for Jofeph's fake — be- 
. to lofe his country for his fon. 
fhall our joy be, who muft go 
lis foreign land of our pilgrimage 
lome of our glorious inheritance, 
better Gofhen, free from ail the 
ftions of this Egypt, and full of 
riches and delights of God ! 
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IX. 
ISRAEL IN EGYPT. 

EGYPT was long a place of it- 
fuge to the Ifraelites — now it beconna 
a priibn : they who at firft wcfc honour- 
ed as lords^ ve now held in c<Miten^ 
as flaves. It is a rare thing to -find 
poftcrity heirs of ancient love— one 
Pharaoh advances the children of Ja- 
cob; another labours to deftroy them. 
How Ihould the favour of men be other- 
wife than thcmfelves, variable and in- 
conftant ? There is no certainty but in 
the favour of God, in whom is no 
variablencfi, whofe mercies defcend 
without interruption on a thoufand gene- 
rations. 

If the Ifraelites had been treacherous, 
if they had been difobedient, there had 

been 
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(bme pretence for this aUenatioc. 

their only offence is, that they 
Kx i that which fliQuld bring them 
ratulationy becomes the caviie of 
:e. There is no fi^t fo hateful to 
Jced xnao^ as the felicity of d^ 
eous. 

CD what if Ifrael be mighty and 
—"If there be war, they may 
n with our adverfaries/'-^It is 
£3r thofe who feek fer contention, 
d a pjaufible pretence s here were 
ars, no adverlaries, no hoftile dif- 
ons on die part of Ifrael ; yet be- 

they enflave their certain £riends> 

ar of uncertain enemies. Wicked- 

s ever fuipicious and cowardly, it 

rs men fear, where no fear is^^ 

s them flee, when none purfiieth. 

i. faith, " I will not be afraid for 

1 thouland of the people, who have 
themfelvcs againft me rpund a- 

ut." — Pharaoh, " If there be war, 

y nuy join with our advprfaries." 

Was 
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Was not this fear, if it really did csft) 
a motive for his treating them ^A 
kittdnefs ? Ought he not to have Ihcwn 
them favour, that they might have ad- 
hered ftedfaftlv to his caufe ? That a 
people, fo great, fo powerful, mi^t 
have drawn their fwords in his behalf ?— 
Weak and bafe minds ever incUne to 
the leaft noble part i favours are nwrc 
binding than cruelties; yet the Egyp- 
tians prefer a nation of flaves, to friends. 

" Come on, let us work wifely." 
Evil men call wicked politics wilHom, 
and their fuccefs, happinefs — ^while thcm- 
felves are the miferable dupes of fin, and 
of the great deceiver, who lays the plot, 
and teaches his deluded followers to 
chufe villainy and madnefs, inftead of 
true wifdom and virtue. 

Injuftice is upheld by violence j taflc- 
mafters are fet over Ifrael s heavy bur- 
thens are laid upon them; the name 
of a flave is added to that of a ftranger. 
Too probable is it, that the children 

of 
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^ Ifracl had finned, during dieir abode 
^ong an idolatrous nation, and that 
He, whom they had offended, now 
niade them fuffer for their fins j had 
tfeey not deferred the burden of God's 
anger, they would not have borne the 
burdens of the Egyptians. 

But as God afflided them with far 
different views than Pharaoh, (the one 
for their benefit, the other for their 
!xtin6tion) (b he caufed the events to 
iiffer. Who would not have thought, 
^th thefe Egyptians, that the extreme 
nifcry of Ifrael would have fubdued 
ind diminiftied them? God, who 
ivorketh according to his almighty 
wifdom, caufes them to grow with de- 
preflion, with perfecution to multiply ! 
How can his Church be difpirited, when 
the very malice of their enemies be- 
nefits them — ^when the goodnefs of 
their heavenly Father turns even poi- 
fons into cordials ? The vine which 

Vol I. G Thou 
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Thou broughtcft up out of Egypt, 
God, flourijhed under the prunii^- 
knife, which fought to deftroyit. 

And will not the Egyptians ab- 
hor their own malice, when dicyTecAc 
prolperity of thofe whom they thus im- 
juftly perfecute ? Alas, as the ftren^h of 
Ifrael increafcd, fo did die hatred of 
their inveterate enemies. Tyranny wiD 
try what can be done by the violence of 
others j women muft be Ibborned to be 
murderers; the male childi-en muft be 
born and die at once. It is fblt 
enough to be the fon of an Ifraefitc. 
Wholbever gives a loofe to cruelty, is 
cafily carried into incredible extremi- 
ties of guilt. 

From burdens they proceed to bon- 
dage, and from bondage to blood. There 
is no fin more dangerous, more delpe- 
rate, than that of malice — but the 
power of tyrants often fails of anfwer- 
ing their will. The promoters of mif- 

chicf 



chief canapt always meet withequaUy 
pfiifc|iievpus ^agents. 

The. fear of God teaches thefe wo- 
rnen to difobey an unjufl command: 
they well knew that human injundtions 
are not a fufficient excufe for atrocious 
aSs. God ipake to their hearts, *' Thou 
" flialt not kill/' This vpice was loud- 
er than that of Pharaoh — ^who, while he 
(aw that they rebelled againft his word, 
was prevented by Omnipotence from 
executing vengeance on them for re- 
fofing to comply with his impious 
dictates. 

But what the midwiyes will not do, 
the multitude fliall effeft — it were 
ftrange, if wicked rulers ftiould not find 
fome inftruments of violence. All the 
people are called upon to become exe- 
cutioners of a tyrant's wrath. Now 
doth cruelty flame up; now dares it 
proclaim its odious purpofc. It is a 
miferable ftate, where evqry man is en- 

G 2 joined 
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joined to be a murderer ! There can be 
no greater argument of a bad czvk 
than a bloody perfecution. Truth up- 
holds herfelf by mildnefsj and is pro- 
moted by patience. 

Such was their inhuman deed— 
what was the confequencc ? They 
who thus barbaroufly deftroyed the 
children of the Ifraclites, by the juft 
retribution of God are deprived of thrir 
own children. They who caufed thefc 
innocents to perifti in the waters, arc 
thenrrfelves afterwards made to fuflfer in 
like manner. That law of retaliation 
which he does not permit his creatures 
to execute, himfelf with unerring juf- 
tice can dilpenfe. God would have 
us read our fins in our punifhment, that 
we may at once repent of our tranfgrcf- 
fions, and adore his righteous judg- 
ments 

In the procefs of time another king 
of Egypt rifes up, but to continue, 

not 
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to deviate from the policy of his 
5cefibun The cruelties of the op- 
bur, the flifferings of the opprefled, 
he fame. When at laft he received 
eflage from heaven, commanding 
to difmifs the people of God, then 
lis rage grow frantic : he was like 
apour in a cloud, which burfts with 
rful noife, becaufe it meets with op- 
ion, A good heart yields to the 
iroice of God; but his merciful 
nands are treated with obdurate 
*nce by the wicked. Pharaoh takes 
urc in xht/ervitude of Ifrael. God 
for a releafe -, and requires what he 
^s will give dilpleafure to the tyrant 
n he addreffes. How adverfe arc 
recepts to unregenerate fouls ! It is 
igerous fign of an evil heart, when 
s yoke is deemed heavy. 
)D Ipeaks of facrifice -, Pharaoh, of 
. To a carnal mind nothing feems 
fluous, but religious duties. Christ 

G 3 tells 
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tells us^ that there is one thing netfdfid ^ 
the world infinuitcs, thht i€ is die oril^ 
thing abfolutely needl^. Oou dalls hiiS 
people to devotion ; Pharaoh takes thcir^ 
with idlehiifs. WhSfe tKe wicked <faft 
Ipecious veil ov6r their ovm- ^lioraii 
ties, they vilify the ^od aftioiis 
others. The fame Ipirit which fpafc 
in Pharaoh, now caHs confcience fin— 
gularity, and religion hypocrify. Every 
vice hath a tide, and every virtue a 
dilgrace. 

Yet while pojjible tafks w6re inripofcd, 
there was fome comfort. Diligence 
might then preferve them from indig- 
nities. But to require what is not, 
cannot be, accomplifhed, is tyranny in 
the extreme ; it is the very madnefs of 
cruelty. They who are above others 
in power, muft meafure their com- 
mands, not by their own wiU, but by 
the ability of their inferiors. The tafk 
is not done — the taflc-mafters are 

beaten — 
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—the children of Ifrael figh for 
1 of fpirit, and for cruel bon- 
-and their cry comes up unto 
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X. 

MOSES BORN, AND CALLED. 

MANY times doth Gqd write prc- 
fagcs of majefty and honour^ even in 
the faces of children. This was emi- 
nendy the cafe with Mofes. Yet when 
his mother beheld her lovely babe with 
fear and anxiety, when fhe looked that 
feme fierce Egyptian would come in, 
and fnatch him from her bofom, litdc 
did fhe think, that fhe held in her arms 
the deliverer of Ifrael! 

For a while fhe conceals him in her 
houfe from thefe meflengers of death — 
but when fhe fees that her treafure can 
be no longer hid, fhe prepares him a 
bark of bulrufhes, and commits him to 
the mercy of the waves — to the proteft- 
ing providence of God. 

Never 



1 
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Never was Mofes in greater Iccu- 

^^ty, no not when myriads of Ifraelites 

pitched their tents around him in the 

^ilcierncfs, than now, when he was call 

^one and feeble upon the waves — no 

^'^ter, no Egyptian can hurt him. Nei- 

^^x- friend nor mother dares own him, 

*^d lo, God provides for his fafety. 

^^^Ixen we feem moft neglefted and for- 

^^^ri in ourfelves, then is He moft pre- 

^*^^ moft vigilant. 

HE daughter of Pharaoh, by an im- 
^^-^llc from heaven, is directed to the ri- 
• The merciful offspring of a cruel 
*^cr fees the ark, opens it, finds the 
*^ild weeping. The perfiiafive oratory 
^^'^^ its effeft — her heart is ftruck with 





. ^^^>)paflion — and the wife of Amram 

i>erfelf appointed to receive her child, 

th with authority and reward. The* 

^^hange of the name of a mothc^r for 

^^^►t of a nurfe hath gained her both hen 

^^, and the care of his education, j ani 

^^^ blefling of God gives her fuccefs. 

The 



JO MOSES BORN> AND CALLED. | 

The generous princefs confidcrs him 
not as a wretched outcaft, whom it vas 
only neceflary to keep alive — ^flie edu- 
cates him as her fon — in all the learn- 
ing, all the grandeur of Egypt. But no 
doubt his pious mother early taught him, 
that the honours of coyrts and palaces 
were not to prevent him from taking a 
part in theforrowsof lirael. If we had 
the faith of Mofes, we ihpuld make his 
choice. Infidelity bintjs us to the w;orld 5 
and makes us prefer the momentary 
pleafures of fin to the e verlafting recom- 
pence of reward. 

He went forth, and looked on the 
burdens of I frael. What needed R^ofes 
to have afflifted himfelf with the afflic- 
tions of others ? He was at cafe and 
pleafure in the court of Pharaoh. But a 
good heart can neither endure to be 
happy alone, nor forbear to participate 
with others in their miferies. He is no 
true Mofes, who is not moved with the 

calamities 
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-alamities of God's church. To fee an 
Egyptian^ fcnice an Hebrew urged him 
to affcrt his divine commiffion. He 
fiippofed his brethren would have 
(Snderflood^ that God> by his hand» 
Vfeuld deliver them. He avenged him 
efaan was opprcffed-— he fmote theEgyp* 
tian. 

Another HfelM*ew is ftricken, but 
)y an Hebrew — and now, infltead of a 
icadlyblow, Mofcs gives the aggreffor 
i gentle admonition— reminds both par- 
ies of their common brotherhood, and 
>f their common adverfities. The fpi- 
it of difcord to this hour is equally ac- 
ive — and Chriftians, as if they had no 
breign enemies, deal among each other 
rvery kind of deftruftion. While we ane 
n the Egypt of this world, all unkind 
:ontentions would eafily be compofed, if 
^e did not forget that we were brethren. 

How bitter an anfwer doth Mofes re- 
reive to this gentle reproof! None but 

the 
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the regenerate can fay, ^' Let the rightc- 
" ous fmite me — it ftiall be a kindncfi." 
Next to the not defcrving a rebuke is the 
receiving it with humility: but gmlt 
makes a man eafily provoked— malice 
renders him incapable of good counfel— 
and none are fo great enemies to jufiicCy 
as thofe who are enemies to peace. 

*' Wilt thou kill me, as thou didft 
'« the Egyptian?" Had Mofes flsun 
him unjuftly, what was this to the He- 
brew ? Another man's fin is no excufe 
for ours. What matters it, who admo- 
niflies us of our faults ? Let us look in- 
to our own hearts — let us weigh the ad- 
vice given. If that be good, it may re- 
medy the evil, come whence it may. 
Tet, behold, the providence of God, by 
means of this angry Ifraelite, gives inti- 
mation to his faithful fervant of the dan- 
ger that awaited him. The intended in- 
fult preferves the life of Mofes — he is a- 
warc of the wrath of Pharaoh — he fkes — 
;he efcapes. 

Still 
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Still, wherever his footfteps lead 
hm, he is an advocate for innocence. 
In Egypt he delivered the oppreffed If- 
radite— in Midian, the opprefled daugh- 
ters of Jethro. Charity and faithflilnefs 
accompany his path, and follow him ii^ 
all his ways. 

Now has Moies changed the delica- 
cies of Egypt for hunger in the fields of 
Midian — it is a lefibn, which muil be 
learnt by all God ^s children, to want, as 
p^ell as to abound. But the a6t of jus- 
tice he had fo lately done, brings with 
it a Ipeedy recompence. Jethro returns 
t kindly by holpitable entertainment. 
A. good difpofition is ever ready to re- 
quite courtefies — we cannot do too much 
hr a thankful man. And if a generous 
leathen reward Mofes in fo bountiful a 
Tianner for giving drink to his flock, 
low fhall our God recompenfe a cup of 
:old water only, that is given to a difci- 
)le? 

MoSES 
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Moses has now an afylum l^»f 
obtains for a wife one of thofe dams- 
fcls he had formerly protcfted. Jethr<? 
finds him valiant, wife, learned, nob!|^ 
educated, and joyfully gives him his 
daughter. Yet all this kindnels cannot 
make him forget the afflidtions of his 
people— while abfent from them he' calls 
himlelf ^^ A ftranger in a firangelaod." 
If Mofes fo thought of his Egypdaa 
home, where was nothing but bondage 
and tyranny, how fhould we think of 
that our future, our glorious homci 
where is nothing but joy, and blefied- 
nefs? 

Yet was the deliverer of Ifrael forty 
years an humble Ihepherd — fo long did 
the leader of God's people reft in con- 
tented obfcurity, and willingly leave the 
world to others, while he had freedom 
of thought, and full opportunity for holy 
meditation. He, who hath refources 
in himfelf, and can hold converfe with 

God, 
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^OD, can find more plcafure in the de- 
f^rt, than others can do in the palaces of 
Kings, 

While he is tending his Iheep, Je- 
hovah appears to hini. God addreiies 
hot the idle and inaftivc — when he finds 
us in our callings, we find him in the 
tokens of his mercy. God was always 
prefent with Mofes — but he was not/een 
till now. He is never abfent from his 
irhildren — ^fometimcs he condefcends to 
ippear to the evidence of their fenfcs. 
When we look on this burning bufli 
mth Mofes, what a lively emblem do we 
fee of the Church, which then in Egypt 
«ras fuffering affliftion ! a Church per- 
ecuted, but not forfaken — caft down, 
)ut not deftroyed ! The fame power 
vhich enlightens it, preferves it; and 
:o none but to his enemies is he a con- 
uming fire. 

In that appearance God meant to 
:all Mofes y but when he is come, he 

forbids 
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forbids his advancing too nearly. Wliea 
we medicate on the glorious truths of 
his gofpel, we come to him j we cofflc 
too near him^ when we feek mto his 
myfterious counfels. The fun and fire for- 
bid our immediate accefs; how much more 
that Light which no man can approach? 
the waves of the fea have not more need 
of bounds than mortal prefumption. 

Behold the patriarchs flill live after 
fo many years of diflblution. " I am 
•* the God of Abraham, the God of 
" Ifaac, and the God of Jacob." No | 
length of time can feparate the fouls of 
the juft from their Maker. If he had 
faid, " 1 am the glorious God that 
" made heaven and earth i I dwell in 
" light inacceffible, which the angels 
" cannot behold ^ I am God the A- 
" venger, juft and terrible, repaying 
*^ vengeance to mine enemies ;" then 
would the carnal heart have trembled. 
But to the upright God is awful in 

^is 
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IS mercies. " There is forgivenefs 
with Thee, that Thou mayft be fear- 
ed," The wicked heart regards not 
OD, but when thundering, or (hak- 
g the earth, or raining fire from hea- 
in — ^the good can fear him in his 
-ryfunfhine. Jacob, the true ancef- 
>urofMo(es, when he faw nothing but 
ifions of love and mercy, could fay. 
How dreadful is this place!" 
Behold the difference between our 
efcnt and our future eflate ! There, 
e more majefly of appearance, the 
ore delight. When our fin is gone, 
ir feary as well as forrow, fhall be 
rned into joy. God appeared to A- 
m, in his innocence, with comfort — 
t the fame form, after his fall, was in- 
Dportable. And if Mofes cannot en- 
re to look on his glory, when he de- 
!nds in mercy, how fhall the wicked 
ide his fearful prefence, when he 
feth to fhake terribly the earth ? 
Vol, L H XL 
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XL 
THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 

THAT flefh and blood fhould re- 
ceive a meflage from heaven, is an aft of 
condefcenfion which paffeth underftand- 
ing. Yet here, God fends an embaffy 
to man, and is repulfed. Well may 
He afk, " What is man , that I fhould 
" look upon him ?*' But for man to 
afk, " Who is the Lord ?'* is a proud 
and bold blalphemy. Pharaoh Ihali 
know in the event, and all the world 
by his means, who the Lord is, whom 
he thus rejefted. 

All God's judgments ftand ready, 
and wait but till they are called for. 
They need but the word to be given 
them. No fooner is the rod lifted up, 
than they are gone forth into the world. 

AH 
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1 the troops of God come rufhing 
on his adverfaries. All creatures con- 
re to take vengeance on the difobedi- 
^ Above them, the Egyptians have 
mder, lightning, hail, tempefts — at 
e time no light at all, at another luch 
Lrfiil flafhes as had more terrour than 
rknefs. Under them, the waters are 
anged into blood, the earth fwarms 
th noifome reptiles and infefts. They 
* their fruits deftroyed, thjcir cattle 
litten, themfelves afflifted with griev- 
s ficknefs, their children fuddenly 
Itched away by death. 
First, God begins his judgment with 
ters. They had defiled the river with 
^ blood of innocents, and now it ap- 
ars to them as a memorial of their 
ilt — a monument of their paft cru- 
y — a prefage of their future deftruc- 
n. 

It is hard to fay, whether in this 
igue there were more horrour or annoy- 

H 2 ance — 
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ance — ^yet the r*d is lifted up again, anj 
that Nilus, which they adored, become* 
again their tormentour. Loathfome rcp^ 
tiles leave their element, to punifliAe 
fury of the oppreffours. Yet even this 
wonder, as well as the preceding, the. 
magicians are allowed to imitate. God 
makes ufe of his enemies as inftrumcnts 
of vengeance — for bimfelf he refervcs hii 
afts of mercy. 

Still Pharaoh is hardened, and tte 
forcerers infolent. Behold, while this pride 
is at its height, they are in a mometf 
brought into confufion. The rod is 
lifted up — the dull receives life — ^lice 
abound every where — ^no diftinftion is 
made between beggars and princes: the 
rivals of Mofes are foiled and abaflied— 
they are compelled to exclaim, *^ This 
•' is the finger of God." 

The water was annoyed by the firft 
plague — the earth by the fecond and 
thirds The fourth fills the air, die 

winged 
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>cd army of an indignant God. He, 
gave thefe hornets a being, gave 
1 their limits — they can neither fting 
fraelite, nor (pare an Egyptian. 
ND now the heart of Pharaoh b^ns 
elt. " Go, ferve your God in this 
nd — Go into the wildernefs, but 
)t far away !" Alas, how fbon does 
Jturn to his rebellion ! Good refo- 
ns, in carnal hearts, are merely 
lent guefts. Now neither the con- 
►n of his cattle, nor the peljjlpn- 
)oils of his people,- can move him. 
vhat a height of obduracy will fin 
men, and moft of all fins, infide- 
Amidft thefe ftorms Pharaoh 
s, till he is rouzed by the voice of 
's mighty diunders, and hail min- 
with fire. 

HEN he ftarts, and exclaims— 
DD is righteous — I and my people 
* wicked — Pray for us!'* But the 
der is no fooner over, than he re- 

H 3 lapfes 
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lapfes into his difobedience. Ag^ the 
plague of the locufts ftartles him : for 
when he confiders the fifli deftroyed 
with the firft plague, the catde widi the 
fifth, the corn with the feventh, the 
fruit and leaves with this eighth, and no- 
thing left him but a bare defolate earth 
to live on, neceflity drives him into a 
temporary lubmiflion. " For^ve me 
*^ this once — take away from me this 
" death only." 

CoNSRTAiNED rcpcntance is Ihori 
and fruitlefs. The weft wind, with the 
locufts, drives away his remorfe — and 
now he is ready for another judgment. 
Now a grofs darknefs, a darknefs real 
and fenfible, takes away the fight of hea- 
ven. Now they imagine that the fun 
is loft out of the firmament, and with- 
drawn for ever — that all things are re- 
turning to their original confijfion, 
when darknefs was on the face of the 
deep. All think themfelves miferable 

paft 
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paft remedy ; whilft the obduracy of 
Pharaoh is changed into delperation, 
*' Get thee from me, fee my face no 
*' more — ^when thou feeft my face, thou 
*' fhalt die." What is this, but to feek 
for the punifhment, and fly from the 
remedy ? When Goo's meflengers are 
abandoned, deftruftion is near. Mofes 
will fee him no more till he behold him 
dead upon the fands, while God referves 
his laft and moft fearful plague for the 
conclufion. 

In one night, in one inftant, every 
houfc hath in it a breathlefs coi-pfe. No 
man could comfort another. Every one 
is too frill of his own forrow, and the 
cry of the city afcends to heaven. Now 
are the Egyptians as importunate in in- 
treating their guefts to depart, as they 
were before peremptory in their refufal. 
Now they freely beftow on them their 
rich jewels, the well earned recompence 
of their paft labour, the lupport of their 

H 4 prefent 
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prefent journey, God's people ftsuA 
like flaves : they go away like conqutf- 
ours, with the Ipoils of thofc that hated 
them — armed for fecurity, and wealthy 
for maintenance. 

Far different is the ftate of Ifracl, 
fince their progenitour went with his ftaf 
and his fcrip over Jordan. In fpitc of 
their bondage and bloodfhed, they go 
forth fix hundred thoufand men. Ty- 
ranny itfelf is too weak, where God 
bids increafe and multiply. Lo, that 
very night, when the time appointed is 
expired, Ifrael is gone — and the fame 
God, who brought them out, is their 
guide and proteftour; chufing their way, 
not with refpeft to what is neareft, but 
what is fafeft. He would not have his 
people fo fuddenly change from bondage 
to war. 

And as he cbufesy fo he guides their 
journey. That they might not err in 
the pathlefs defert, he himfelf goes be- 
fore 
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them. Who could but follow 
fully, when God leads the way ? 
who condufted the wife men by a 
guides Ifrael by a cloud. *Tbat was 
jher objeft, therefore he gave them 
eavenly fignal. This was more 
y — therefore he contents himfelf 
a lower reprefentation of his pre- 
A pillar of clouds and fire — a 
for firmnefs— of clouds and fire for 
ity and ufe. The greater light 
;uifhes the lefs. In the day he 

diem not fire, but a cloud — in 
ght he fhews them not the cloud, 
•e. The one guards them againft 
*at of the day — the other againft 
Id vapours of the night. The fame 
s a cloud and fire to his children, 
ig himfelf to them in fuch form, 
: fuits their neceflities. 

fooner are the Ifraelites gone, 
'haraoh determines to bring them 

though at the hazard of more 
s from God, The Egyptians 

knew 
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knew, that the Hebrews were noi 
trained up for war — that they were wear^ 
with their journey and long fervitude-^ — 
while themfclves were foldiers by pro— - 
feflion, furniflied with horfe^s, and wA^ 
chariots of iron. They give themfelvcs^ 
therefore, the viftory already — and the 
very Ifraelites are talking of their 
graves. They behold the fea before 
them, behind them the Egyptians— 
they know not which is moft mercikls, 
and are ftricken with the fear of both 
O God, thy patience is no lefs a mira- 
cle than thy power — they had feen thy 
wonders in Egypt and in Golhen— 
they fawthy pillar even now before them, 
and yet did they more fear Egypt, than 
believe thee ! But ftill thou doft un- 
dertake the defence of thy people. 
Thy cloudy pillar removes, and ftands 
between the Ifraelites and the Egyp- 
tians — as if thou wouldft exclaim, 
*^ They fliall overcome me, O Ifrael, 

'' e'er 
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^' e'er they injure thee." Wonder now 
ilrove with fear among the people, when 
they faw the cloud move behind them, 
the fea retreat before them. They were 
not ufed to fuch bulwarks. Jehovah 
ftood behind them in the cloud ; the fea 
reared them up walls on either fide — 
that which they feared would be their 
deftruiftion, protefted them. How ea- 
fily can God make his molt terrible 
creatures our friends and patrons ! 

Pharaoh fees all this, and wonders — 
yet thinks he not that God hath made 
a difference between him and Ifrael, nor 
fees why he may not truft the fea as well 
as they. Lo, till he and his hoft arrive 
in the midft of the now dry channel, not 
one wave may rife againft them ; but 
when they are too far to return, they are 
flricken with their laft terrour. God pur- 
sues them, and they cannot fly from 
him. The fea fhews them, that it re- 
gards the rod of Mofes, not the fceptre 

of 
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of Pharaoh. It f wallows them up in its 
waves, and cafts thfem upon its fand 
for a fpeftacle of triumph to their adver- 
faries — who now magnify God for their 
deliverance, and exchange their cries of 
tcrrour for fongs of exultation. 
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XII. 
ISRAEL IN THE WILDERNESS. 

God taught his people by aStions as 
well as by words. While they follow 
Moies through the wildernefs, whom 
they followed through the fea. He who 
called them to the land of promife, 
gives them at the entrance on their 
journey thirft and bitternefs. The ways of 
fin appear pleafant in the beginning, but 
are afterwards full of mifery. Holinefs 
inures us to the worft at firft, and 
fweetens our conclufion with pleafure. 
O thou, who haft undertaken to con- 
duit us to our better country, how 
faithful, how powerful do we find thee ! 
How fearlefsly (hould we truft thee ! 

How 
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How chcarfully ihould we follow thi 
through contempt, poverty, death L 
felf ! " Mafter, if it be thou, bid 
" come unto thee." 

Yet none have on earth fuch bitt^s ^ 
draughts as thofe whom God lov^^^ 
beft. He will not expofe his flock "^^"^ 
the dangers of war, but he delays not 
make trial of their patience at the w 
ters of Marah. O Saviour, thou di^ 
drink a more bitter cup from the h 
of thy Father, than that which th 
didft retufe at the hand of the Jews, 
than that which we can drink fro; 
thee! 

The Ifraelites, inflead of praying 
God, murmur againft Mofes — Y 
what hath the righteous done ? He m 
not either the wildernefs dry, or th^ 
waters bitter. — The prefence of Go 
went before them — yet Mofes is mur 
mured at. It is the hard fate of tho; 
^^uthority,' that when the multitud 
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e profperous, they praife themfelves ; 
len they are unfortunate, they blame 
eirgovernours — ^Who fhall hope to be 
•c, if Mofes efcape not ? Behold, the 
ft occafion of want makes the Ifrae- 
^ rebels. No benefits can flop the 
►uth of ingratitude. One year of fa- 
le, one month of unleafonable wea- 
r, one week of peftilence, makes us 
rlook all the variety of bleffings we 
'ive from God s and we charge our 
ker foolilhly. 

dosES takes the courfe that they 

lid have done — he prays fervently 

5oD, and pours out his heart to 

who never lets his fervants cr yto 

in vain. No fooner hath he fhewn 

forrows, than God fhews a remedy : 

a remedy of fuch a miraculous 

i, as demonftrates that all thing-s are 

eft to the command of their Crea- 

The thirji of Ifrael is quenched, and 
rthey complain oi hunger. While 

their 
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their provifion lafledj they were con* 
tent to pray for their daily bread j but 
when this fails, their faith fails in pro- 
portion. They fhould have faid, " He 
" that comnianded the fea to guard us, 
" can as eafily command the earth tio 
" nourifh us j he who made the rod au 
" ferpent, can make thefe Hones bread- 
'^ Why do we not rely on him^ 
" whom we have found fo powerfid?'' 
Nature is chearful in the fun-fhine of 
profperity — is never weary of receiving i 
but when the fky is overcaft, and Ae 
clouds of affliftion intervene, faith and 
hope are loft amidft the murmurs of 
impatience. " Would to God, that wc 
" had died in Egypt !" 

When the anger of the Lord might 
have been expedted in fire, his glory 
appears in a cloud. He who heard 
their murmurings, inftead of punifliing) 
gratifies them. They defired meat, and 
have quails — ^they defired bread, and 

have 
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manna. Wh^ a t^ble did G6d 
ire in the defert ! Never was priiice 
«red in his greateft pomp^ ^ dtefe 
iotcsf Ifraelices in the toildernds. 

boimtedtis is our C6D td thbfe 
pleafe him, who is thxii^ libeiral 
to ofienders ! O how plentiful^ 

is thy goodnefi, which thou haft 
p for them tlsat feaf thee^ and that 
lait prepaitd for them that put 
ruft in thee^ even before the fons 
n! O Lord, thy merCf is not 
led to give— quicken thou our 
; lift up our hands; open our 
s in prayer and praife. 
f though God will relieve them 
'>rovi/ion^ he will punilh their im^ 
e J they fhall know themfelves to 
people ; but they fhall feel" that 
vere mutinous. It is a fearful 
o abufe the lenity of GoD. His' 
is abundant ; but his jjiftice will 
^ays fleepi It is through our own 
. L I infa- 
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infatuation^ if we do not take warn- 
ing- 

To find flelh in the wildernels is un* 
ullial; but for bread to come down 
from heaven was ftiU more wonderful 
They had feen quails befbre> manna 
they never beheld till now. What an 
afTemblage of miracles was here! In 
its quantity^ in its place^ in its com- 
pofition^ in its qudity, in the difit- 
rence of its fell on the eve of the 6b- 
bathj in its prefervation in the ark, in 
its continuance^ in its ceiTation. When 
they came to tafte the bread of Canaan> 
it then withdrew itfelfi as if it had faid> 
'^ Ye need no miracles, now ye have 
•^ means." 

They had the types; we have the 
fubflance. In this wilderneis of the 
world,, the true manna is rained upon 
our hea ts* We know who hath faid, 
*^ I arri the bread that came down from 

•* heaven.*^ AH their meals were fpiri- 

tual^ 
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tual ; every morfel they did cat was fa- 
cramental — and we, in the true fabbath 
of our glorious reft, fhall for ever feed 
on that manna which we have gathered 
in this our day of preparation. 

Still God obferves a viciflitude of 
evil and good ; lo, the Ifraelites thirft 
again at the rock of Rephidim. When 
we fee our afiiiftions removed from us 
for a fcafon, we muft expeft the pof- 
fibility of their return. 

O THE prefumption of that bold en- 
quiry, " Is the Lord among us, or no ?'* 
What could God do more to convince 
them of his prefcnce, when every mo- 
ment brought with it a new miracle ? 
The plagues of Egypt, and the divifion 
of the fea, were noifed abroad even to 
Jericho. — Their waters were lately 
made fwect j quails had been fent them 
as the fand of the fea ; the manna was 
fliowered on them from heaven j they 
faw the pillar of the cloud ; and yet 

I 2 they 



Il6 ISRAEL IN THE WILDERNESS. 

theyfay» ^ Is the Lord among usT 
No argument is enough to an incredtfr- 
lou6 heart. If they are moft bleffid 
who have not feen> and yet have be- 
lieved, how lamentable is their ftatc^ 
who clofe their eyes againft the beams 
of light— -whofe obduracy is proof againft 
ieafon> fenfe^ and experience! 

EuT fuch is the deep ingratitude of 
carnal minds. If they proiper9 (even b 
wickednefs} they aflert that God is widi 
them. If they are thwarted in their de- 
fignsj they diftruftj. and murmur, and 
mutiny. In their want,, they lament 
His abfencc — ^in their fin,, they wijb for 
it ; and yet wickednefs,. rather than af- 
flidion„ argues him to have turned away 
his face — ^for then is he moft prefent, 
when he moft chaftiles. 

Th£re is no expoftulating with an 
unreafonable multitude ; Mofes flies to 
Him, who was able to quench their 
thirft and their fury.. Wifely do we be- 
take 
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ourfelves to Heaven9 in cafes of 
»t and danger. WefhalliinddifficuU 
a all great enterprizes. If we dare 
Sod to prolper theni> we may fe- 
7 call zXL events upon his provi- 
% who knows both how to diipoie^ 
low to end diem. 

thefe perilous circumftances a lefs 

igeous leader would have thought 

ight. Moles betakes himfelf to 

:r— and that not for revenge^ but 

We hear him not exclaiming^ 

^ce have they mutinied^ and been 

rdoned — ^Yet lo, agjun they madly 

)el — ^preferve me, and punifh ^bem^ 

Lord !" On the contrary, he 

to God in their behalf; he imi- 

the mercy and long-fufiering of 

reatour ; he prays, and his prayer 

ird. 

Take thy rod, wherewith thou 
oteft the river/' Thus doth the 
ghty vouchfafe to ftrengthen the 

I 3 faith 
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faith of his fervant ; who might ^ 
expeft this wonder^ from that wluck 
he had tried to be miraculous. No« 
thing confirms the regenerate heart more 
than the rccolle6Uon of paft mercies. 
The rod, which had turned the waters 
into blood, and the fea into a ramparti 
opens the rock of ftone, and the wa- 
ters flow out; to convince, and to 
fliame, the infidelity of Ifrael. 

And now unlefs their hearts bad been 
more obdurate than the rock, tears of 

penitential forrow mull have burft from 
their eyes. Now the water they drink, 
as well as the bread they eat, is typical, 
and figurative. 

The rock that followed them was 
Christ. From him proceed thofc 
living waters, whereby the thirft of all 
true believers is refrelhed. Let us but 
thirft, O Lord, not with repining, but 
with faith, thofe ftreams Ihall abun- 
dantly flow into our fouls, and follow 
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, till the water be changed into that 
rw wine> which we (hall drink with 
ee in the kingdom of thy Father! 
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THE LAW. 

WHAT a wonderful agreement do 
V9t find between the two teftaments ! In 
the very time of their deKvery there is 
the fame coincidence^ as in their fub« 
fiance. The ancient Jews kept our fcf • 
tivals^ and we keep theirs. The feaft 
of the paflbver is the time of Chrift's re- 
furredkion, when he refcued our human 
nature from the bondage of death. 
Chrift himfelf is our pafchal lamb, a 
bone whereof muft not be broken. On 
the very day, wherein the Almighty 
came down in flame and thunders to de- 
liver the law, came down the Holy 
Ghoft on the difciples in fiery tongues, 
for the promulgation of the goipel. 

The 
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firft in fire and fmokc, where ob- 
ty was mingled with terrour — ^dic laft 
bright fire, denoting the light and. 
icfs of the gofpel — ^fire, not in 
s, but in tongues — not to terrify, 
:> inilrudh The proclamation of 
iw makes way for the reception of 
er covenant. 

IE contagion of the fins of Egjrpt 
Ihered to Ifiael — fi-om this they 
now be purified. God requires 
ration on the part of his people, 
Jiey may be fitted for hearing his 
landmcnts. If fuch previous ho- 
was neceflary, that the Ifraelites 
t receive the law, what manner of 
IS ought we to be, that we may ob- 
he mercy promifed in the gofpel ? 
:iTHER muft themfelves only be 
ed, but their very garments i that 
lis outward aft they might learn 
what fouls to appear before their 
our. The Goo of fpirits looks to 

the 
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the inner man, and requires more efpc- 
cial fanftity, where we mod refcmbk 
himfelf. '' Come out from among 
" them, and be ye feparate, and touch 
^' not the unclean thing, and I will re- 
** ceive you, and will be a father unto 
'^ you, and ye Ihall be my fons and 
*' daughters," (aith the Lord Al- 
mighty. 

Thus waflied, thus fanftified, they 
are (till prohibited from approaching the 
mount. God expeSbs from his creatures 
the fear as well as the love of children. 
He would have us acquaint ourfelves 
with him, in the path of obedience \ but 
he is awful in his ordinances — ^he wills 
us to tremble at his word, and judg- 
ments. 

Behold the difference betwixt the 
law and the gofpel ! There, the very 
hill, where God appeared, might not be 
touched by the pureft Ifraelites i here, 
the multitude thronged the Saviour and 

prefled 
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prefied him ; yea, his very face was not 
withdrawn even from the impious Judas. 
There, the earth on which he defcended 
was prohibited them. Here, his body 
and blood are offered to Our acceptance. 
O marvellous kindnefs of our God ! 
How ungrateful are we, if we acknow- 
legc not this pre-eminence over his an- 
cient people ! They, who were his own, 
were ftrangers, in comparifbn of our li- 
berty. It is our Ihame and fin, if we 
arc no better acquainted with our hea- 
venly Father, than they, who, in the 
time of his immediate intercourfe with 
man, were not permitted tq approach 
the majefty of his glory. 

God was ever wonderful in his works, 
and fearful in his judgments — but he 
was never fo terrible in the execution of 
his will, as now in tht promulgation of it^ 
Here was nothing but a difplay of gran- 
deur in the eyes, in the ears of the If- 
f aelites, as if God meant to fhew them 

by 
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hy this, bow dreadful he could be. 
Here was the lightning darted in that 
eyes, the thunders roaring in their cars 
the heavenly trumpet drowning thcr 
thunderclaps, the voice of God out* 
fpeakmg the trumpet of the angd, the 
cloud encircling Sinai, the finbke aftfend^ 
ing, the fire ILuning^ the nxnintiim 
trembling, paleneis and death in the fie 
of Ifrael, and all the glory of hcavem 
turned into terrour. In the deftrudiom 
of the firft world there were r/01^— ia 
the deftruftion of Sodom there vmsjln^ 
but here were fires, fmoke, clouds, thun^ 
der, earthquakes, and whatlbever might 
work more aftonifhment, than was ever 
in any vengeance inflifted. 

And if the law were thus ^v«f, how 
(hall it ht required? Iffuch were the 
proclamation of God's ftatutes, what 
fhall be his tribunal ? I fee, and trem* 
ble at, the refemblance. The trumpet 
of an angel called to the one— the voice 

of 
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die archangel^ and the trumpet of 
>D^ fhall fummon us to the other. Of 
• one> Mofesj who alone witneiTed it> 
hy *' God came with the multitude 
rf his faints" — in the other, thou- 
d thouiands fhall minifter unto him^ 

I ten thoufand times ten thoufand 

II ftand before him. In the one> 
^unt Sinai only was in a flame — all 
' world Ihall be fb in the other. In 
' one there were thunders and fires-— 
the other> a fiery ftream fhall proceed 
m him, whereby the elements fhall 
Jt with fervent heat— the heavens 
i earth fhall be diflblved — ^they fhall 
I away, and have no place. O God> 
^ powerful art thou to execute vengc- 
:c upon finners, who didfl thus for- 
I fin ? If thou wert fo terrible a 
w^ver, what a Judge fhalt thou ap- 
IT ? What fhall 1^ their ^loorn^ wh^ 

guilty of tranfgreffing that law, 
ofe very delivery was little lefs than 

deatb 
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death ? If God exaft his law in the ri- 
gour with which it was given, alas, who 
may abide it? But happy arc they, 
whom the goipel hath relcued from the 
terrours of that law, which was ^ven m 
fire, and in fire fhall be required. 

God would have Ifrael fee, that they 
had not a Govemour whole commands 
might be neglefted or trifled with — and 
therefore, before he gives his people a 
law, he fliews them, that he can com- 
mand heaven, earth, water, fire, air, by 
the mere fignification of his will— thus 
teaching them, that it was a fearful 
thing to difpleafe fuch a Legiflatour, or 
violate fuch ftatutes — ^while they beheld 
the elements examples of that obedience, 
which man fliould always yield to his 
Maker. 

This fire, wherein the law was given, 
remains in it, and will never depart — 
hence are thofe terrours, which it flalhes 
in every man's confcicnce, who hath 

felt 
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felt remorfe for fin. Every man*s heart 
is a Sinaij and refembles to him both 
heaven and hell. The fHng of death is 
iiny and the ftrength of fin is the law. 

O ROYAL law, and mighty Law- 
giver ! How could they think of hav- 
ing any other God> that had fuch evi- 
dence of the divine power of the God of 
Ifi-ael ? How could they think of mak- 
ing any refemblance of Him, whom they 
could not fee, but whom they knew to 
be infinite ? How could they dare to 
profane his namey who proclaimed him- 
felf to them by the incommunicable 
name of Jehovah ? How could they 
refufe to obferve his facred day^ when 
they faw him command thofe lumina- 
ries, by which days and years are mea- 
fured ? How could they refufe to ren- 
der honour and fear to thofe, who de- 
rive their authority fi'om God, when 
they faw him able to aflert his own> and 
maintain that of his vicegerents upon 

earth ? 
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earth? How could the^ think of JBi^', 
when they were fo ftrongly affcded with 
the fear of him, who thus manifefted him- 
felf able to fave and to deftroy i How 
could they think of the flames of im- 
pure deftres^ who beheld iuch fires of 
vengeance ? How could they think 
of ftealing from others, when they faw 
who was Lord of heaven and earth, 
from whom their neighbour derived all 
his pofleffions ? How coukl they think 
oi /peaking falfefyy when they heard the 
God of truth ipeak in fo tremendous a 
voice f How could they think of covet- 
ing what was another's, when they faw 
how weak and uncertain a rig^t they 
had to what was their own ? 

Lord, to us was this ww^^ law deli- 
vered, as well as to them. The letter 
and ceremonial is paffed away j the fpi- 
rit remains, and (hall remain to the end 
of time. There had not been fuch ftate 
in thy promulgation of it, if thou hadft 

not 
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not intended it for eternity. How Ihould 
we, who comply with human laws to a- 
void fbme trifling forfeiture, how ihould 
we fear Thee, O God, who art able to 
caft both foul and body into hell ? 
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XIV. 

THE VEIL OF MOSES. 

SCARCE a month was paft, fince the 
Ifraelites made a covenant with Jeho- 
vah — fince they trembled to hear Him 
fay, " Thou (halt have no other Gods 
" but me" — and now they fay, " Make 
'^ us gods to go before us." O ye fenfe- 
lefs Ifraelites, have you fo foon forgot- 
ten that fire and thunder i Is that fmokc 
vaniflied out of your mind, as well as 
your Jighl ? Can ye, in the very face 
of Sinai, call for other gods ? Can ye 
prefume to fay, ye know not what is be- 
come of Mofes ? Did he not rufli, for 
your fakes, into the midfl: of thofe 
flames, which ye feared to fee afar off ? 
Had he fled away from you into the wil- 

derncfs, 
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dernefs, what could ye have done more ? 
But if he had indeed been gone for ever, 
mull ye therefore have gods made ? If 
ye had faid, " Choofe us another go- 
" vernour/' it had been ungrateful, and 
fenfelels j but to fay, '^ Make us gods," 
was abfufdly impious. The prefence of 
God depended not on that of Mofes — 
ftill ye beheld Him, though his fervant 
was abfent, in his pillar, and in his man- 
na. Oh the ingratitude of carnal minds ! 
Who would not have faid, " Mofes is 
** noi: with us, but he is with Gop for 
^* us — ^he ftays long — God, who called 
*^ him, witholds him — ^his delay is for 
** our fakes, as well as his afcent. 
" Though we fee him not, we will hope 
*^ for him — or if God will keep him 
*' from us. He can fupply the lofs, or 
^' conduft us without him. His fire 
" and cloud are allfufficient. We will, we 
** can have no other God — ^we defire 
** not any other guide." Thus would 

K 2 faith 
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faith and hope have argued. Naturd 
men will have God himfelf fubfervient 
to their wayward wifhes, and if they are 
difij'pointed, will caft him off — ^while 
his tnie difciplcs wait long and fcek 
him — not only in their finking, but 
from the bottom of the deeps call upon 
him> and though he flay them, will 
put their truft in Him. 

Behold, our better Mofes was with 
us a-while upon earth — ^he is now af- 
cended up to the heights of heaven, to 
intercede and mediate for us. Shall we 
now think of another Saviour? Shall 
we not hold it our happinefs, that he is 
for our fakes, above ? 

Sudden fears, when they have pof- 
feffed weak minds, lead them into fhame- 
ful errours. Aaron, who alone followed 
Mofes into the trembling and fiery hill 
of Sinai, and heard God fay, *^ Thou 
" fi[alt not make to thyfelf any graven 
" image, for I am a jealous God/' this 

very 
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very Aaron calls for the ear-rings of the 
liraelites^ makes a. graven image, raifes 
an altar, confecrates a day to it, calls it 
their God, and weeps not to fee them 
'dance before it. The very gold of 
Egypt is contagious — the ornaments, 
■which were bellowed on Ifrael in their 
flight, are perverted to the idolatry of 
the firft owners. 

The fin was deep and grievous — let 
hot our mifconception make it worfe. 
Let us not think, that they were fo defti- 
tute of fenfe and reafon, as aftually to 
imagine, that this idol brought them out 
of Egypt, or that Aaron was fo defpe- 
ratcly infenfate and infatuated. It was 
the true God, whom they thus falfely 
meant to worfhip. The image and t!ie 
feftival were to one deity. " Tomorrow 
*' is a feftival unto the Lord your 
^ God." But at beft this idolatry is 
Ihameful ; and He, whom they had of- 
fended, fends down Mofcs to remedy 
their fin. 

K 3 Never 



134 THE VEIt OF MOSES. 

Never was there fo precious a record, 
as that which Mofes now held in his hand. 
How then durft he fail in his truft to diat 
God, whofe pledge he had received 
with awe and reverence ? Alas, while 
we are in the body of (in, nothing can 
bereave us of infirmity. He, who was 
the meekeft on earth, in fudden indigna- 
tion abandons that, which in a calmer 
moment he would have held dearer 
than his life. He forgets the law writ" 
tetii when he fees it broken^ and is more 
anxious to deface the idol, than to pre- 
ferve the tables. The goodnefs of God 
pardons the indifcretion of honeft zeal, 
and doth not confider the failings of our 
mortal weaknefs as an imputation on 
our fidelity. Lo, he entrufts Mofes 
with his fecond law, becaufe he faw fin- 
cerity of heart even in his errours. 

But lately did Mofes faft forty days — 
again he goes up to Sinai, and takes not 
any repaft with him. His meat and 

dri nk 
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drink was to do the will of Him, that 
lent him ; he goes up confidently, in the 
fure truft that God was with him. There 
is no life comparable to that of faith- 
man does not livfe by bread only. The 
vifion of God fatisfied, arid feafted his 
fcrvant. How perfeft, how glorious, 
. will be that Hate of exiftence, when we 
(hall behold Him as he is, if the frail 
mortality of Mofes was fuftained, and 
comforted, with only the reprefentation 
of his prefence ! 

We fee Mofes, who received the 
Law, Elias, who reftored it, and 
Christ, who fulfilled it, all fafting forty 
days — and we find them together in 
glory on Mount Tabor. Abftinence 
has no merit in itfelf : but it is in many 
cafes a preparation for good duties. 
Hence folemn prayer takes fafting to at- 
tend it, and fpeeds more fwiftly to hear 
ven, when it is fo accompanied. 

K 4 When 
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When Mofcs came down firft from Si- 
nai, his eyes fparkled with anger, and Us 
face glowed with zealous indignation— 
pow it is bright with glory. Before, there 
were the flames of fury in it — ^now, tlic 
beams of majefty. The more famiKarly 
we become acquainted with God, the 
more do we partake of his nature. How 
did the heart of Mofes fhine with illu- 
mination, while his face was thus en- 
lightened ! 

That, which Ihould have comforted 

the Ifraelites, affrights them. Aarofl 
himfelf, who went up into the mount to 
fee and Ipeak with God, is now afraid of 
him who hath feen God. Such a fear 
there is in guilt, fuch a fecurity in inno- 
cence. When the foul is free fromfinj 
it fhall fly to that glory with joy, the 
leafl glimpfe whereof now appals it, and 
fends it away in terrour. 

MosEs marvels to fee Ifrael run away 

from their guide, as from an enemy—" 

and 
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and not knowing the caufe of their con- 
fernation, invites, exhorts them to re- 

** O MY people, whom do ye fear ? 
It was for your fakes I afcended Si- 
riai — ^for you I ftaid — for you I came 
down. Here are no armed Levites to 
' ftrike you, no Amalekitcs nor Egyp- 
* tians to purlue you, ho fires and 
^ thunders to difmay you. I have not 
'* the rod of God in my hand, which 
^ ye have feen command the elements. 
*' Or if I had, fo far am I from propofing 
*' any rigour againft you, that even now 
" I have in your behalf appeafed the 
wrath of the Almighty — and lo, here 
is the pledge of his reconciliation. 
God fends me to you for good ; and 
do ye thus quit your beft friend? 
'* Whither will ye go, tithcr from me, 
" or without me? At lead flay and 
'^ hear the commandments of that God, 
*' from whom ye r<!?»;/^/ flee." 

They 
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They perceive his voice the fame, 
though his face was changed — ^they are 
perfuaded to ftay, to return, to hear 
him whom they dare not fee — and now, 
after many doubtful fteps advancing 
nearer, take courage to tell him he was 
grown too glorious. 

Moses, finding they could not look 
on the fun of his face, clouds it with a 
veil : chufing rather to hide the work of 
God in him, than to want opportunity 
of revealing the divine will to Ifracl. 
He urges not, that if there were glory 
in his face, God placed it there — that 
He would not have placed it fo confpi- 
cuoufly, had he meant it to be con- 
cealed. He does not bid them hide 
their faces rather, which are blemifhed 
with their fin ; but modeftly conceals 
his own radiance, and feeks nothing but 
that his words might pierce into their 
ears. It is good for a man fometimes to 
hide his graces, and not always to live 

at 
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the titmoft pitch of his ftrcngth. 
5 patriarch had more glory by his 
, than by his face. 

»f ANY a precious jewel is depofited in 

bofomofthe earth — many a pearl 

hidden in the abyfs of waters — many 

ir, by reafon of its height, is fcarcely 

Die to the eye. How did our true 

fes, in the veil of his flefh, conceal 

glory of his deity, and not only lay 

e his majefty, but put on our weak- 

;, concluding his divine miracles 

1 the charge, " See thou tell no 

nan!" Now, as the veil of God, 

ch hid his prefence in the holy of ho- 

was rent when the Saviour ex- 

med, " It is finifhed," fo the veil 

\4ofes was at the fame moment pulled 

We daily fee Christ, the comple- 

of the law — Ifrael would not look 

be end of that which Ihould be abo- 

:d. 

When 



Hypocrites obfcire a contrary 
cedure. They fliew their heji ti 
their worft to God — but God fee 
their veil and their face ; and bi 
with equal abhorrence, their veil i 
fimulation, and their face of -ft 
nefs. 
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XV. 
KORAH. 

■ » 

SCARCELY had Ifrael ceafed to 
firel the punifhment of their laft aft of 
difobediencej when they offend yet more 
^deeply. The multitude is a raging fea, 
full of the unquiet billows of difcontent. 
While God only threatened them, they 
became bold in their fin ^ it was tin[ie 
..they fhould be made acquainted with 
the terrours of his wrath. Other warn- 
ings failed of their efFeft ; at lafl the 
Almighty had recourfe to the arrowg 
of his heavieft indignation. 

In the mean time how was the peace 
of Mofes deflroyed by thefc fucceffive 
afts of rebellion in his people ! Dan- 
ger 
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ger and calumny were the rcwaris of i^ 
his laborious government. Alas, 6r |f^ 
more peaceful was his lot amidft the 
flieep of Jethro, than with thefe wolves 
of Ifrael. — But, as he dared not quit 
his crook, without the authority of hea- 
ven, fo neither will he refign his fccp- 
tre, till he be difmiffed by him who 
called him ; no troubles^ no oppofidoos 
will tempt him to forego his duty. Who 
Ihall chafe the fervant of God from 
that ftation in which he is placed by his 
Mailer? 

Moses is the prince of Ifrael, Aaron 
the prieji ; the one was mild, the other 
popular; they were brethren in office, 
as well as in blood, yet both are con- 
Ipired againfl:, both are oppofed at once. 
Ecclefiaftical and civil treafons are too 
frequently found to inhabit the fame 
bofom. 

There cannot be conceived an ho- 
nour which tended lefs to excite envy, 

than 
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than this principality of Ifrael ; a peo- 
ple who could beftow nothing, who had 
nothing themfelvesj but in diftant re- 
Ferfion ; a people whom their leader, 
as the vehicle of God's mercies, fuf- 
tained with miraculous bread and water ; 
a people, the care of whom was only a 
burden; and who repaid the greateft 
Dcnefits with the deepeft ingratitude. 
And yet this dignity renders Mofes ob- 
fU>xious to Korah and his companions. 
NTature is ever envious, and difdainful, 
uid loves to undermine thofe walls, 
ivhich it cannot fcale. Three traitors, 
3n the moft frivolous pretences, fediKe 
Tom their allegiance two hundred and 
ifty rulers, famous in the congregation, 
ncn of renown. 

Nothing can be more pleafing to 
:he populace than to hear their gover- 
lours flandered, and themfelves unjuft- 
[y praifed. " All the congregation is 
'^ holy, every one of them. Where- 
fore 
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" fore lift ye up yourfclvcs ?** Every 
word of the charge is folfe. Mofcs 
fought to abafe himfelf. It was Goo 
that exalted him over Ifrael; And in 
proportion to the arrogance of Mofes, 
was the bolinejs of his adverfaries. I^ 
was a tiffue of infidelity, cowardice, ida^ 
latry, envy, mutiny, and difobedienc^* 
If this beholinefs, where fhall we fcc^ 
for impiety ? The vengeance of Go 
was even now frefh in their memory' 
vengeance drawn on them by repeated 
offences againft the Majefly of heaven* 
and yet thefe mifcreants fay, " All 
« rael is holy !" 

MosES argues not for himfelfi bin 
has recourfe to God \ and the fami 
tongue that appeals againft the confpi- 
ratours, prays for the people. Korah 
had fo far prevailed, that he had fe- 
duced the multitude to his fide. And 
now God, jealous of his infiilted ho- 
nour, threatens to exterminate them at 

once. 



cuce, when he is addrefled in their be- 
iialf by that prieft and by that prophet, 
againft whom their tumultuous outcries 
^verc direfted. — ^Mofes and Aaron were 
more fenfible of the injuries done to re- 
Kgion, than to themfelvesi they were 
^ell aware, that thefe traitors defervcd 
only death ; and yet they could not en- 
^^T4t the thought of obtaining tranquil- 
lity by the fufferings of their enemies. 
* h< people rife up againft their go- 
^^I'xiours, The governours fall proftrate 
"^^re God, and implore his mercy on 
^^ people : lb far are they from medi- 
^^^ing revenge, that they prevail with 
^^^ir heavenly Avenger to fufpend the 
*^oke of his indignation. 

iCoRAH kindled the fire — two hundred 

^^ fifty princes fpread the flames — all 

^^e congregation repair to the perni- 

^^ous light — but only the incendiaries 

perifh. In the midft of God's moft 

tremendous anger, he can diftinguilh 

Vol. I. L between 
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between the depravity of the 

and the ignorance and folly 
whom they miflead. Now dc 

raelites owe their life to thei 

authority they denied, whofe dc 

they meditated. " Get you 

*' the tabernacles of Korah.' 

very fbciety of wicked men, < 

in their fins, is full of the mof 

ing danger. If we will not 

ourfelves from them, we muft c 

be involved in their condemnati 

afibciating with them, we fharc 

crimes; what marvel, if we i 

their punifhment ? 

As yet it was not too late : I 

rah even now acknowleged his 

cated guilt, the uplifted arm 

geance would not have fallen. 

prefumptuous traitour and his a 

ftand boldly in their tents, as 

would out-face the revenge of C 

if Mofes had never wrought a 
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before them— as if no one Ifraelitc had 
€ver bled for rebelling. Pride and in- 
tidelity harden die hearty and make 
^ven cowards prefumptuous. 

As ibon as the more innocent arc 
departed, the guilty pcrifh. The ground 
ckaves afunder, and fwallows up the 
rebels ! To have feen them ftricken dead 
in the monrient of their fin, had been 
fearful — but to fee the earth at once 
their executioner and their grave, was 
ftill more horrible. All the elements 
conlpire to obey their Creatour* — Both 
fea and earth clofe their jaws upon the 
adverfaries of God. Now might If- 
rael fee againft whom they had exalted 
their voice, and lifted up their eyes on 
high. 

It is dangerous to ufurp (acred func- 
tions : the miniftry will not proteft the 
man; the man may difgrace the mi- 
niftry. Nadab and Abihu brought un- 
h^lowcd fire — Korah and his company 

L 2 unhal- 
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unhallowed ferfonsy both pcrifh by tl» ^ 
juft judgment of God. 

The common people, who had 
fembled by the flattering perfuafions 
thefe rebels, now run with terrour froir^ 
the fight of their doom i not truftia ^ 
the very earth they ftood on, while th^3 
knew their hearts had been falfe. Blef^ 
fed are they who flee from fin, and nol 
from punifliment. 

But, alas, when fliall we fee an end 
of thefe murmurings, and the enfuing 
judgments ? Becaufe Korah rebelled, he 
was confumed with his affociates; be- 
caufe they were confumed, the people 
rife up againft Mofes and Aaron j and 
again judgment falls on them for their 
difobedience — ^wrath is gone out from 
.the Lord 5 the plague is begun. 

MosES, though the beloved of God, 
dares not take upon himfelf this recon- 
ciliation* He knew that it was the 

frieji's office to make atonement for 

the 



^ 
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people. Aaron only muft offer up 
incenfc of public prayer to God ; 
M, whom theft rebels had rejefted 

contempt, can alone prevent the 
ral deftruftion. 

HE holy man, armed with the 
d of his proper miniftry, prefents 
elf before an avenging God ; as 

had faid, " Smite me O Lord, or 
are thy deluded Ifrael!" He (lands 
ly between the living and the dead, 
" he would either die with the one, 
^ould have the other live with him. 

minifters of God muft not regard 

own perils, in the general calami- 
)f the church -, their prayers muft 
id to heaven, and arreft the ftroke 
engeance. When the fire of^GoD's 
r is kindled, their cenfers muft 
:e from the altar. Every Chriftian 

pray for the removal of the di- 

indignation; much more they, 

n God hath a^ pointed to mediate 

L 3 for 
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for his people. The atonement rf Aaron 
found acceptance with the Almighty* 
he (pared the offenders, becaufe b^ 
would not ftrike the interceflbur. 

And if Aaron s facrifice was thus e£- 
feftual, how much more fhall the M^' 
diatour of a better covenant deliver o^' 
fenders from wrath? Thou, thegre^^ 
High Prieft of our profeffion, did-*'^ 
thus (land between the dead and th^^ 
living, that all who believe in thee (houI<3 
not perifh. Aaron' offered, and w^ 
not ftricken — but thou, O Saviour, 
wouldft offer, and even become the 
viftim, that by thy ftripes we might 
be healed — that we might be ranfomed 
from the power of the grave. Thou 
art he that livcft and waft dead \ and be- 
hold thou art alive for evermore, who 
art alfo on the throne of God, who 
makeft interceffion for ^1%. Amen. 
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XVI. 

BALAAM. 

deftrudtion of the kings of the 
and of Baihan difturb not 
U he beholds the conquerours 
i on the plains of Moab. They 
nped indeed, but without nie- 
(loftility; travellers, powerful 
e themfclves if injured, but 
vaders nor oppreflburs. Now 
with Midian in conlultation 
lem, and tries to effeft their 
ie tongue of Balaam* Whea 
jefts are incfFeftual, the ma- 
fought to. Why did not the 
^oab come to Ifrael with over- 
friendfhip ? Why did he not 
L 4 refleft> 
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refleft, " Either the God of Ifrael i* ^ 
** more or le/s mighty than Chemoft^* 
*^ If lefs, why are wc afraid of hiii^ • 
*' If more, why do we not ferve him. • 
" The fame hand which gives the^^ 
*' viftory, can give us prote6tion !" 

The malicious reap no joy iro'MrM 
their own profperity, while the obje£t^ 
of their hatred are prolperous. Ha^ 
Balak defired nothing but fecurity fb^ 
Moat, he wou d have requefted a hlcf- 
fing from the prophet on his own peo- 
ple ; not an execration upon IfraeL Alas, 
if the curfes of evil men could be ef- 
feftual, the world would be darknefe 
and defolation. The king of Moab 
fliall learn, that fhort is the power of 
Balaam — that neither himfelf nor his 
prophet ca avoid that vengeaixe, which 
he feeks to bring down on the militant 
Church of God. 

Let it not be matter of furprize to 
us, that the true God addrefles himfelf 

to 
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'0 a falfe prophet. He may beftow 
'ords, where he will not beftow fcvour. 
- is not merely the found of the divine 
^jce, which publilhes loving kindnels 
x<i mercy. He may ipeak to an ene- 
^^i he ^aks peace only to his chil- 
^^n. It is a vain boaft^ " God hath 

fpoken to me." fFbat fpake he? 
*id he fay to thy foul, " I am thy 

falvation?" Did he make a cove- 
nant with thee, that he would be thy 
^OD, and that thou ftiouldft be his 
fervant ? They that hear this voice 
have indeed a blefTed foretafte of hea- 
ven. 

God prevents both the journey and 
thecurfeof Balaam. He, who knows 
[low infufficient is the malice of Vi^icked 
men, will not allow the king of Moab 
Jie poor encouragement he fought. 
Balak efteemed the forcerer a true pro- 
phet j and Jehovah would not have 
lis name profaned among the heathen, 

by 
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by die ulurping it to a diabolical pur« 
pofe. How many cvik docs the Al- 
mighty avert, of the exiftence of which 
we are ignorant ! The ions of Jacob are 
at peace in their tents — they know not 
what was nieditating againft them — God 
alone hears, and derides, and brings 
to nou^t the counfels of their enemies. 
He that keepeth Ifrael maketh the de- 
vices of the wicked to be of none effeft, 
and cafteth out the counfels (^princes. 

The proffered rewards would at once 
have procured the prefence and the 
curfe of a covetous prophet, if God had 
not forbidden him* How often arc 
wicked^men checked by divine provi- 
dence, even where they have every pro- 
bability of fuccefs ! Whence is it,, that 
the world is not over-run with evil, but 
becaufe the goodncfs of God endureth 
coiitinually ? 

Balaam at firfl view appears wife and 
honcft — ^he will not give a fudden an- 

fwer — 
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>he demands kifure to confute 
h God — and declares he will be re* 
ated by the word of the Almighty, 
t: when he is called on to aStj hfe pre- 
icates, and diflembles — ^fupprefles 
' oracle of heaven, ** thou Ihate 
not curie the people, for they are 
blefled" — infinuates his own eager- 
Cs in the curie — and calls the blanne 

the prohibition on God—" The 
Lord refofcth to give me leave to 
go with you." 

The mefTage is not fuch as to make 
lak defpair of attaining the obje£b 

his wifhes : more princes, and more 
nourable, form his fccond embafly. 
that we were as folicitous to obtain 
5 favour of Heaven, as wicked men 
: to ftrengthen their alliance with 
) powers of darknefs ! Why do wc 
It in Ipiritual things, when the gifts 
God are not denied^ but delayed? 

How 
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How artful is falfehood in aiiiimim^ 
the garb of truth ! Here was piety i^ 
the lips of Balaam^ but covetoufnefs ixi 
his heart. If he had not been difpofecJ 
to liften to the king of Moab, why did 
he again apply to God, after he had re- 
ceived fo pofitive a refufal ? If his mitid 
had not been feduced already, why did 
he detain the meffengers ? — ^why did he 
cxpeft a change in God ? — ^why did he 
give hopes of fuccefs, to thofc who gave 
him hopes of recompence ? One prohibi- ■ 
tion is enough for a good man — he dares 
not afk a fecond time what has once 
been peremptorily forbidden. 

Yet has this importunity obtained a 
permiflion — but a permiflion worfe than 
a denial. Some things God tolerates 
in his indignation; not approving the 
aft, but fuffering the finner to proceed in 
his path of difobedience. God com- 
mands Balaam to go, as Solomon di- 
reds the young man to walk in the way 

of 
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of his hearty and after the fight of his 
cjres. ** My people would not hear my 
^' voice — ^would not obey me— -fo I garc 
^ tiiem up to their own hearts' hifts, 
and let them follow their own imagi- 
nations.'' It is as if he had faid> 
^ince thou art Jo eager for the journey^ 
^ he gone.** How much better is it to 
t^ve a gracious denial, than an angry 
a.cquiefcence, fi-omGoo ? 

Now does the covetous Balaam haf- 
ten on his way— now he makes himfelf 
fure of his fuccefs — ^his corrupt heart 
tells him, that as God had relented in 
one inftance, he might alfo in another, 
and might give permiffion to curfe. The 
night feems long to his impatience ; the 
profpedt of wealth will not fuffer him 
to fleepi hii eyes prevent the night- 
watches, that he might be occupied in 
evil. 

It is no marvel, that the anger of Hea- 
ven fhould be excited againft fuch cri- 
minal 
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mmal Iblicitude. God^ who faw the 
heart of Balaam, faw what difpofidoos 
reigned there — ^he faw that his covetous 
delires and wicked hopes grew ftronger, 
the more nearly they ieemed to approach 
to their completion — he faw, that if he 
wanted the power ^ he did not want the 
inclinatien to curie. Our inward difpofi- 
tion is the life of ouraftions^— by this doth 
the God of fpirits try us, while men pafs 
judgment on our external condudt. An 
angel is fent to withold the hafly for- 
cerer — ^the dumb als, fpeaking with 
man's voice, forbids the madnefs of the 
prophet. 

Notwithstanding this miraculous 
interference, which fhould have filled 
him with horrour and aftonifhment, 
he dares yet proceed on his journey. 
Now are meflengers fent to Balak, with 
news of the approach of his welcome 
gueft. He, who fent princes to fum- 
mon him to his court, comes himfelf on 

the 
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the way to meet him — ^p^^ys the moft ex- 
travagant honours to one^ from whom he 
cxpefted the elevation of Moab— prc- 
pares^ as for a feftival, for the execra- 
tion on his enemies. 

The fuperllitious king, as if he had al- 
ready d^tainedhis purpoie, feails his pro- 
phet his princes, his people $ and on the 
morrow carries the ibothfayer to the high 
places of his idoL Who can now doubts 
that Balaam is a falie prophet, when 
he is feen facrificing in the mount of 
Baal ? Had he adhered to the cauie of 
truth, he would have faid, *^ Throw 
^^ down thefe trophies of idolatry,'* 
not, " Build me here feven altars." But 
here is nothing but a vain-glorious and 
magnificent pretence of devotion. Falfe 
worfhippers make pompous fhews of 
piety, and fplendid exhibitions of reli- 
gion — but God knoweth the heart. 

Now, when Balaam fees his viftims 
fmoking on the altars, he goes up into 

the 
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the mountj a counterfeit Mofes, to 
ccive the anfwer of God. " And viJ^ 
** God meet with a forcerer ? will b-^ 
^ make a prophet of a ma^cian?" Nay 
but, O man, who art thou that prefcribcit 
to God what inftruments he fliall ufe ? 
He knows how to employ, not only f^nts 
and angels, but evil men and. evil fpirits, 
to his own glory. Balaam utters only 
bleflings on the people of God, declares 
their future greatnefs and dominion, and 
even foretels the promifed Mefliah, the 
Star of Jacob, the Sceptre of Ifrael. How 
many fhall fay, ^^ Lord, have we not 
*' prophejied in thy name ?" to whom 
it fhall be anfwered, " I fay unto you, 
'* I know you not whence ye are : De- 
*^ part from me, ye workers of iniquity." 
What a madnefs is that of Balaam, 
who hopes to change fuccefs by change 
of place^ and flill dares to importune his 
God for permiflion to curfe ! The re- 
ward was before him on the one hand— 

the 
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avenging angel on the other-— he 
td the bribe^ but he feared the angel. 
d^ while he is in this di{lra£tion> his 
gue blefles againft his heart — his 
irt curfes againft his tongue — 'till at 
J rather than lole his hopes^ he re- 
tres to fpeak worfe than ciirfes— 
ngs down vengeance on the people 
God by enticing them to fin—and 
ij pcrifhes by the fword of Ifi-ael. 
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THE DEATH OF MOSES. 

AFTER many pdnful and dango'-' 
ous cnterprizes, the great leader of 
Ifrael draws near to his reft — ^He had 
conduced his people from Egypt, 
through the fea and through the wilder- 
nefs, within fight of the promifed in- 
heritance. Now is he called on to 
take poffeffion of that better coun- 
try, whereof the land which flowed with 
milk and honey was nothing more than 
a figure. When we have fulfilled the 
work which our heavenly Father hath 
appointed us, to depart and to be with 
Christ is the beft of all rewards. 
This earth is appointed for labour, not 

for 
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for enjoyment : the fervices of the chil- 
ditn of God would meet with a wretched 
recompence^ if they were always to re- 
nuun in thefe regions of mortality. Let 
no man therefore repine^ when he fees 
thofe flimmoned from the world who 
have been faithful to their duty : God 
hath proved them, and found th^m 
worthy for Himfelf. How vain the wifh, 
that good men fhould live for ever! 
How vain the regret, that they are no 
more ! He who fent them into the 
world, will confer on them bleflings of 
a more exalted nature than the world 
can bellow on them. Precious in the 
fig^t of the Lord is the death of his 
lamts. It were injurious to wifh, that 
excellence fhould hinder any man from 
glory. 

God, who gave us a being, calls tis 
hence according to his own good plea- 
fure. — In the cafe of Mofes, the time, 
the place, and every circumftance of his 

M a diflblu- 
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diflblution is previoufly arranged. 1^^ 
muft afcend the hill to die. On Mourtf 
Horcb he received his charge. On 
Mount Sinai it was confirmed to hiia . 
On Mount Ncbo he lurrcndered it to 
his God. On Mount Tabor he ap- 
pears in celeftial iplendour^ to do ho- 
mage to the Redeemer of mankind. It 
is a manifeft token of the goodnefs of 
our heavenly Father, ifi when he calls 
his children from the wildernefs of life^ 
he enables them in the hour of their 
departure to fee the land of pronuic 
before them, and bids them *^ rejoice 
*' in the hope of the glory of God.'* 
In what familiar terms is Mofes 
made acquainted with his end ? The 
word of God addrefles him—" Go up, 
" and die."— To a foul properly pre- 
pared for its departure, the tidings of 
approaching death are neither flrange, 
nor horrible — The tyrant is bereaved 
of his terrours, if his arrival hath been 

the 
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Q^e conftant fubje£t of our folemn medi- 
^on. The Chriilian confiders the 
grave as an introduftion to glory and 
to GoD> and obeys the mandate of his 
Creatour with ferenity. They indeed^ 
who know him not, they who have lived 
ddthout faith, without hope, and as it 
»rerc without God in the world, have 
jood caufe to tremble, both in their 
ife, and in the hour pf their • diflblu-^ 
ion, 

God, who had fb often condefcended 
o take counfel as it were with Mofes, 
ind to impart to him the decrees of his 
)rovidence relpefting Ifrael, now tells 
he prophet what fhall befal bimfelf. It 
s a great advantage to us to have time 
tfforded us for preparation in the moft 
mportant events of life-^ha^ much 
nore at the time of our departure 
rom the world ! It is a token of judg- 
nent, to come as '^ a thief in the night.'* 
Nt pray Gop to avert from us the 

M 3 terrible 
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terrible danger of unprepared death. 
Had the fiery chariot take.i away B- 
jab without his being previoufly taught 
to expeft itj we fhoukl have donbtedi 
whether it had been fent in anger, or 
in mercy, God forewarns one by fick- 
neisj another by old age^ another by die 
lofs of all earthly comfort. If the heart 
is not detached fiom worldly delufions, 
it is becaufe of our own folly and ob« 
duracy, and we 9iqft abide by the con- 
fcquence ! 

Long had God decreed^ that Mofes 
Ihould not fet his foot in the promifed 
land. Since that time he had received 
many favours from above j but the fen- 
tence was gone forth from Him, who 
faith of himfelf, ** I am Jehovah — I 
*' change not." Our purpofes are like 
ourfelves, fickle and uncertain. His 
are fixed and immutable. Hath he faid, 
and fhall he not do it ? Hath he pur- 
pofed and fhall he not make it good ? 

His 
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His hand is ftretched out— ^and who 
flull turn it back ? 

Mofes^ who had been fo careful for 
tbt welfare of Ifraet during his life^ pre* 
ierves the fame tender anxiety at the 
moment of hb death. He takes no 
thought for himfelf ; he knows that the 
exchange will to him be infinitely ad- 
vantageous.— His warfare is accom- 
plifhed — his iniquity is pardoned. Let 
the fceptre but pafs into a righteous 
hand, he dies in peace. Some envious 
natures make ufe of government only 
for their own advantage ; good hearts 
ever confider the future benefit of the 
Church and ftate beyond their own. 
Mofes did well to fhew his afFe£tion to 
the people; but had he been filent, 
God would have provided a fhepherd 
for the Iheep of his pafture. That 
wifdom, which called the prophet from 
the flocks of Jethro, will appoint him 
no unworthy fucceffour. Who can be 

M 4 more 
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more proper to receive the facrcd trui^ 
than one, whofe name, whofe cxperienc^' 
whofe talents, whofe virtues, would fu£^' 
ply, would as it were revive Mofes C^ 
the people ? Jofhua, who had fearch^^ 
the land before, . was beft qualified x,^ 
guide Ifrael into it. Jofhua, who wa^ 
endued with the fpirit of God, was bcf^ 
qualified to be his reprefentative. 

And well doth Jofhua fucceed Mofcs, 
The very a£b of God in old time 
were allegories. Where the law ends, 
there the Saviour begins-r-In the law 
we oxAyJse the land of promife — Jesus, 
the mediatour of the New Teflament 
(whom Jofhua prefigured in name as 
well as in office) can alone conduSl us 
into it. So was he a fervant of the law, 
that he fupplied to us all its defefts ; he 
hath taken pofTeffion of our inheritance 
for us ; he fhall carry us fi'om this wil- 
dernefs to our refl. 

Happy 
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Happy is that people, whofe rulers 
bear the fceptre in righteoufnefs ; where 
the fovereign over men knows no higher 
title than that which proclaims him 
the minifter of God ! fuch authority 
proceeds from above, and is maintained 
and fupported by an Almighty arm — 
while violence, injuftice, and oppref- 
fion, at once make the people miferable, 
and proceed from one, who is the au- 
thor of all confufion. Wretched is the 
ftate that fufFers fuch tyranny — ^wretched 
is the perfon who inflifts it — for both of 
them have fold themfelves j the one to 
fervitude, the other to fin. 

What an example of meeknefs do 
we behold in the laft aft of Mofes ! 
He willingly lays his hands on his fer- 
vant, and confecrates him to be his 
lucceflbur. A gracious heart acquiefces 
with chearfulnefs in the advancement 
of thofe whom God delights to honour. 
JEnvy and difcontent belong to carnal 

minds; 
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minds ; peace and humility arc ever at- 
tendant on true religion. 

The fame Goo who by hisangeb 
carried up the fpirit of Mofes to glory, 
by his angels tranfports his body into 
the valley of Moab for fepulture. Thofe 
hands, which had taken the law from 
God — thofe eyes, which had feen his 
prefence — ^thofe lips, which had con- 
verfcdrwith the Almighty — that face, 
which had been irradiated with beams 
of heavenly glory, muft not ben^lefted, 
though the foul is gone. He who pre- 
ferved his infant-body amidft the bul- 
rufhes, takes charge even of his lifelefs 
remains. The care of Goo is manifefted 
towards his children, both in life, and 
in death. 

If the miniftry of man had been 
ufed in this grave of Mofes, the place 
would have been known to the Ifracl- 
ites — but God purpofely conceals this 
treafure, to remove from his people any 

danger 
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er of fuperftition. Had the re* 
of faints been juft objefts of ado- 
ti^ where had there been fo fit an 
rtunity as this, for the exercife of 

0, in the transfiguration, this body, 

h was hid in the valley of Moab, 

ars on the hill of Tabor. We 

V that our earthly tabernacles at the 

of death are not loft, but laid up. 

y are fbwn in weaknefs — they arc 

d in power. When Christ, who is 
Light, fhall appear, then fhall we 

appear together with him in glory. 
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XVIII. 
JOSHQA, 

THE fucceflbur of Mofes had for- 
merly viewed the land of Canaan in 
perfon. He was full of the Holy 
Spirit, and had the oracle of Gon 
ready for his direction — ^yet does he 
addrefs two Ipies for a more particu- 
lar furvey. Joihua had been affurcd 
that he fhould lead Ifrael into the pro- 
mifed land — but he knew it was unfafe 
to prefumc. He was aware, that his fuc- 
cefs would not be complete without his 
own beft exertions. Heaven is promifed 
to us — but not to our careleflhefs, in- 
fidelity, or difobedience. He, who fets 
this blefled inheritance before us, pre- 

fuppofes 
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es our diligence, our faith, our 
fs. 

E Ipies repair to the city of Jeri- 
to the houfe of Rahab. The 
efs f God hath already prepared 
ir reception, and hath raifed up a 
to his people in a woman that was 
r. Who fhall affign limits to the 
of heaven ? To prefume on it, 
acity — to defpair, is infatuation. 
s an eafy aft of duty to fhew fa- 
the profeffours of religion, when 
iblic countenance of the ftate be- 
; themi but Rahab hazards her 
Dr thefe ftrangers — ^provides for 
*curity againft their enemies — neg- 
!ier own countrymen — and fears 
e extreme difpleafure of her king. 
D not find fo great faith, no not in 
She had eard God's former won- 
and, by his paft judgments, Ihe 
confidered of thofe which were to 
Her faith, anticipating the vic- 
tories 
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tories of Ifrael, provided not only for te 
ownfafety, but for that of her fairaly. 
Nature and grace enjoin us to confult 
the eternal welfare of dl, chiefly of thofc 
who are joined to us by the ties of blood 
or alliance. Rahab^ e'er Ihe difmi^ 
thefe Ifraelites^ makes a covenant with 
them, that fhe, who had faved their 
lives, might afterwards be faved by them 
in return. 

The fpies bring news of approaching 
triumph to the camp of Ifrael. " They 
** faint becaufe of us— therefore the land 
" is ours." The country is populous— 
the inhabitants are prepared for warj 
but the Lord of Hofts is with us — the 
God of Jacob goeth before us. Jofhua 
is on his march by morning ; and no- 
thing now detains the children of Ifrael 
from the land of promife, but the wa- 
ters of Jordan. 

Now the cloud vanifhes, which hath 
led them all the way — now they partici- 
pate 
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3ate for the laft time of their celeftial 
bocL Thefe fupernatural aids were for 
heir pilgrimage, not their reft — ^for the 
dldernefs, not for Canaan. Yet He, 
vho before guided them in the cloudy 
low condudbs them by the ark — ^the ark 
rf the teftimony, which witneffed both 
lis prefence and his love. Within it 
pi^ere the Cherubim, the law, the incor- 
ruptible manna. Who can wifh for a 
better guide to the land of promife, than 
the God of heaven, his word, his facra- 
ncients? What means can fo well di- 
reft us thither, as thofe of his own infti- 
Cution ? 

Nothing is fo comfortable to a good 
heart, as to fee the pledges of God^s 
prefence and favours — ^to bear of his lov- 
ing kindnefs is pleafant, but to behold 
and experience his mercy, is the fulnefs 
of joy. What an happy prolpcft hath 
God fet before «j, of Christ Jesus 
crucified for us, and offered to our 
fouls ! The 
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The fame power, which divided d:^^: 
Re \ Sea before Mofes, divides Jordan 
before Jofhua, diat his people might fee 
the ark as effeftual as the cloud, and the 
hand of God as prefentwith Jolhua to 
bring them into Canaan, as it was with 
Mofes to bring them out of Egypt. The 
virtue of the priefts, who bare the ark, 
was put to its proof — they mull firft fet 
their foot in the river Jordan, under the 
confidence, that a way (hall be made for 
them through its waters. They, whofc 
calling brings them near to God, muft 
be examples to mankind of faith, as well 
as obedience. 

The floods acknowlege their Maker. 
That ftream, into which Christ after- 
wards went to be baptized, retires when 
the Angel of the covenant approaches it 
with his hoft. The prefence of the ark 
is a fign to thefe waters, which flow back 
to their fource, as not daring to touch 
the feet of thepriefts;^ who carried it- 

« Wh^' 
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hat ailed thee, O thou feia, that thou 
ddeft, and thou, Jordan, that thou 
ift driven back ?" The God, who 
le, controuls the very nature of his 
lents. With what joy did his peo- 
tread on the dry channel of Jordan, 
ti they faw the promifed land before 
a ! Goo overcomes all their diffi- 
€s, renioves every obftacle to jheir 
sfs* O Lord, we commit unto 
the beginning, the progrefs, and 
completion of our glory. Faithful 
hou who haft promifed — thou alfo 
do it. 

ow the Ifraelites fee thofe cities and 
rs, whofe height was reported to 
I to heaven — now do they prepare 
oftilities againft a people, once the 
3: of their terrour. They do not 
in diftruft, '^ How fliall we fcale 
efe invincible fortifications ? What 
gines Ihall we ufe for fo vaft a 
)rk?" They know the efficacy of 
OLr I, N thar. 
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that promife, " Behold, I have given 
" Jericho into thine hand." If the walls 
of the city had their foundations in the 
centre of the earth — if the battlements 
liad been fo high, that an eagle could 
not foar over them, this word ** I HAVi 
" given" were enough. In vain are the 
walls impregnable, the men valiant, the 
leaders fkil^ul, the king prudent. What 
can fwords or fpears, what can wildora j 
or counfel do againft almighty power f 
Had the captain of the Lord's hoft 
drawn the fword for Jericho, the gates 
might have been opened — Ifrael could 
then no more have taken the city, than 
they could be prevented from entering, 
v/hen the walls were fallen. But what a 
fiege was this of Jericho ! The men of 
war compafs the city with trumpets-^ 
no mount was raifed, no weapon drawn, 
no engine planted. Doubtlefs the inha- 
bitants grew fcornful and fecure — they 
mocked the God of Ifrael, and deemed 

him 
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liim as it were in jeft, when he was pre- 
paring for their judgment. The ways 
of the Almighty are not like our ways — 
if our reafon cannot keep pace with his 
counfels, let us not therefore queftion his 
mighty power, his infinite wifdom. Let 
us follow his heavenly guidance— let 
us conimit our caufe unto him, and 
the hour will furely come, when with a 
{hout of exultation we Ihall fay, 
*^ Thailks be to God which giveth us 
*^ the viftory, through our Lord Je- 
^^ sus Christ!" 

The ark of God cafts down the walls 
of a wicked city. The fame power, 
which before had divided the waters, 
and which afterwards broke in pieces 
the Philiftine idol, demolifhes the forts 
of Jericho. Thofe Ipiritual wicked- 
nelles, which to nature are invincible, 
are overthrown by the word of God^ 
Alas, the ark of the covenant hath been 
long amongft us — why are not our cor- 

N 2 . ruptions 
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ruptions done away ? Why do wc not 
follow our Savioiir ? Why do not our 
hearts attend on him with all their fer- 
vency ? 

When the trumpets founded long on 

the feventh day^ and when their alarm 

was joined by the fhouts of the Ifraelites, 

the walls of Jericho fell down at once. 

The heavens had rung with the Ihout of 

the people — the earth Ihakes at the fall 

of thefe mighty ruins — a folemn, pleaf- 

ing kind of horrour is on the Ifraelites— 

defpair and death is in the hearts and 

countenances of their enemies. They 

had now neither means nor will to rc- 

fift — aflonifhment contributes to difpatch 

them no lefs than the fword of Ifrael. 

God has all the praife, his fervants all 

the viftory. Had one warriour affailed 

the walls, the glory of the Lord of 

hofts had been diminifhed. But here it 

was his own adl ; his marvellous ad-^ 

he will not fuffer his honour to be given 

to another. They gat not the land in 

poffeflion 
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by their own fword, neither 
tir own^rm that helped them — 
right hand and thine arm, and 

of thy countenance, becaufe 
I a favour unto them, O God. 
moment of viftory Jofhua re- 

the faith of Rahab. They, 
ived life from her, now return 
r, and to her family. They 
> of peace and deliverance to 
e, where they found their own 
n the time of danger. Holy 
table aftions will fooner or later 
ir recompence. Now Rahab 
t it is to believe in God — ^\vhile 

impure and idolatrous city flic 
3rated into his holy church, and 
I mother of a royal and facred- 
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THE GIBEONITES. 

THE news of Ifrael's early viftories 
had flown over the mountains and val- 
lies of Canaan i and yet the kings and 
people prepare for refiftance, and rulh 
madly againft that judgment, which their 
own enormities had drawn upon their 
heads. 

Only the Gibeonites arc wifer than 
their companions^ and refolve to yield, 
and live. Their intelligence was not 
different from that of others y but> as 
Rahab faved her family in the midft 
of Jericho^ fo thefe four cities preferve 
themfelves in the midft of Canaan^ be- 
caufe they believed in the power of God. 

Had 
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^Jad they joined the forces of their 

neighbours, they would have perilhcd 

with them. How wife is that admo- 

mtion, which enjoins us not to follow a 

multitude in evil — ^which calls us to unity 

with the Church of God, that we may 

cfcape the condemnation of the world ! 

The neighbouring cities mocked at 

this procedure of the Gibeonites, and 

Icomed to afk for fafety at the hands of 

liraeL But in the event, the bodies of 

thefe proud heathens lay ftrewed on 

the earth — while the others furvived, and 

were admitted into covenant with the 

people of God. 

Had they ftaid till Ifrael was en- 
camped before their cities, their fub- 
miflion would have been fruitlefs : now 
they make a timely peace, and are pre- 
ferved. There is no wildom in ftaying 
till judgment comes home to us — to fo- 
licit God early in the time of danger, 
is the beft fecurity againft deftruftion.. 

N 4 I com- 
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I commend their fagacity in fcek- 
ing peace ; but their falfehood in the 
manner of feeking it, is as blameable 
as the credulity of Ilrael — as the rafli- 
ncfs, which induced them to complcat 
the covenant, without aflcing advice of 
their God. 

The fentenee of death was gone 
out againil all the inhabitants of Ca- 
naan. Yet the Gibeonites make peace 
with Ifrael, and live. Amidft the ge- 
neral denunciations of divine vengeance^ 
no man muft defpair of mercy. If 
we are convinced of the danger atten- 
dant on our fin, we (hall caft our- 
felves at the feet of our Redeemer,, 
(in humble prayer, that the God of hope 
would fill us with all joy and peace in 
believing, that we may abound in hope 
through the power of the Holy Ghoft) 
and we fliali not be condemned with 
the world. 

Still, 
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Still> the^tf«//of thefc Gibconitcs 
admits of no excufc or apology. What 
a plaufible tale did they feign of the 
reniotenefs of their country, the rea- 
fbns for their journey, the confultation 
of their elders ! How artfuUy did they 
fupprefs their knowlege of more recent 
events, the miraculous paflage over Jor- 
dan, the capture of Jericho and Ai> 
while they ftudioufly recapitulated the 
former demonftrations of Almighty 
power ! The cafe feemed felf evident — 
and the children of Ifrael thought it 
needlefs to have recourfe to the oracle 
of God. 

And now, within three days, they 
find out the deceit of thefe new allies, 
and their near neighbourhood. Jofliua 
well knew the indiflbluble nature of the 
covenant into which he had, however 
rafhly, entered. He will not make the 
•treachery of thefe heathens a pretext for 
his own. When he approaches the ci- 
ties 
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ties of Gibeon, he does not tell the 

ambafladours, " Ye came from a fer 

" country — thefe cities are nean This 

" therefore is not the people whom 

" we are engaged to protedt. We 

*' will deftroy thefe abodes of the Ca- 

" naanites, and when we come to your 

" diftant confines, the fword fhall reft 

" in its fcabbard !" He feels the fo- 

lemnity of his engagements. He dares 

not violate the oath of the Lord. 

The fequel fhews both the wifdora 
and the piety of Jolhua.. Three hun- 
dred years afterwards, Saul,- forgetting 
or defpifing the vow of his anceftours, 
in the tranfports of mifguided zeal, 
fought to exterminate the defcendants 
of thefe Gibeonites. But the God of 
truth proved himfelf the friend and pa- 
tron of opprefied innocence ; when he 
made inquifition for blood, he remem- 
bered this injured people, and famine 
defolated the land which had been pol- 
luted by perjury and murder. 

Jo- 
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Joshua and the princes had pro- 
mifed them life — they promifed them 
lot Uberty — ^no covenant was made a-f 
gainft their fervittide. It was juftice on 
the part of Ifrael to make them fenfible 
of their paft treachery. How dear is 
life to our nature, when we fee men 
content to purchafe it at fuch a rate ! 
The Gibeonites fubmit to their .doom 
without reluftance, and think themfelves 
fortunate, in becoming hewers of wood 
and drawers of waters to the congrega^ 
tien of Ifrael. 

But this is not the end of their cala- 
mity and danger. Envy, jealoufy, and 
fear combine to raife up the kings of the 
Amorites againft them. Neither evil 
men or evil fpirits can behold, without 
regret, the flourifhing ftate of the 
Church. There is joy in heaven over 
one fmner that repenteth — angels wel- 
come the convert with fongs — hell is full 
of uproar and fury at his converfion. 

The 
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The Gibeonitcs, when theyfecurcd 
the friendftiip of Joihua, were not awu:e 
that they ihoiild fo foon be compefled to 
have recourfe to that friendfhip. Now 
they experience the eflSicacy of that co- 
venant, which entitled them to protec- 1 
tion from Ifrael. Whither fliould we fly, 
but to our great Deliverer, when the 
powers of darknefs are in league againft 
us ? If we truft to our own means of 
refiftance, we cannot Hand — if we rely 
on his omnipotence, we cannot falL 

The noble difpofition of Joftiua will 
not let him forfake his new vaffals. 
Though he never promifed to hazard 
his life for theirs, yet he fcorns to avail 
himfelf of fuch a wretched fubterfuge — 
he knows no difference between killing 
them with his own fword, and the fword 
of an Amoritc. Their confidence in him 
is argument enough to draw him into 
the field. O Saviour, if we fend our 
prayers to thee in the day of our trou- 
ble. 
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ble, thy mercy will haften to our relict— 
never was any foul difappointed, which 
put its truft in thee. Let our faith be 
but ftedfaft, it fliall not fail of fuccefs. 

A BENEFIT deferred, proves unprofit- 
able. Jofhua marches all night, and 
fights all day for the Gibeonites. If JJT- 
rael had been endangered, he could 
have done no more. The nobleft of all 
vidtories is that which overcomes evil 
with good, and buries the fenfe of inju- 
ries in a generous pardon. 

Joshua fights, but God difcomfits 
the Amorites. He flays them, not only 
with the fword of his warriours, but with 
mighty hailftones, the meflengers of his 
wrath. No wonder thefe five kings are 
overwhelmed with horrour and defpair, 
as they fly. Behind them is the army of 
Ifi-ael, whofe force they are unable to re- 
fift — above them is the dreadful artillery 
of heaven, fi-om whofe deftrufti ve power 
they are utterly unable to cfcape. It is 

a fearful 
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a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God — He fhallpour down 
rain upon the finners, ftorm and tem- 
peft — this Jfhall be the portion of their 
cup. 

Nor is this the only miracle dilplayed 
on the memorable day of Ifrael's vic- 
tory. The great luminaries of heaven 
muft flay their courle, as if they were 
called on to witnefs and to wonder at 
the overthrow of the enemies of God. 
That He, who gave them either real or 
apparent motion, ftiould by his almighty 
power arreft their progrefs, would of it- 
felf excite nur aftonifliment — but hoii 
are we amazed at hat faith, by which a 
mortal fpeaks to the fun and moon, and 
in the name of their common Lord en- 
joins their obedience! It was the glory 
of God, which his zealous champion 
ftudied to promote. That all nations 
might acknowlege him to be fuprenie 

both in heaven and earth, Joihua prays, 

that 
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^e, who at this moment was punifhing 
m idolatrous people, would fhew his fo- 
rcrcignty over the very gods, whom they 
ivorfhipped with impious rites under 
-nany horrid fymbols. Great was the 
^aith that obtained this miracle — great 
ivas the power that efFefted it. What is 
there which God cannot do ? And what 
can Goo do, which faith cannot do ? 

O SING unto the Lord a new fong, 
For he hath done wonderful things — 
with his own right hand and with his holy 
arm hath he gotten himfelf the vidlory. 
The Lord declared his falvation — his 
righteoufnefs hath he openly fhewed in 
the fight of the heathen. He hath re- 
membered his mercy and truth toward 
the houfe of Ifrael — ^and all the ends of 
the world have feen the falvation of our 
God. 
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AFTER the death of Jofhua 
the eftablifhment of Ifrael in the la 
Canaan, we behold a ftiflFnecke< 
froward people, elated with peac 
liberty, and forgetting Him to 
they owed all the bleffings fhed on 
in fuch profufion. We behold a 
nued circle of fins, judgments, c 
tion, deliverance, and renewed 
greflion. Converfation with, id< 
tempts them to fin — their lin 1 
down judgments from above — 
ments move them to repentanc 
their repentance they are delivere- 
their deliverance they return to 
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ic miniftry of Othniel rcfcued 
)in the Meibpotamians — of E- 
m the Moabites — of Shamgar, 
2 Philillines — of Barak, from 
It of Canaan. But again the 
>fFend — again they are punifti- 

bondage of Ifrael under Jabin 
lorn, in comparifon with the yoke 
[idianites. They, who had re- 
e proteftion of God, are com- 
' fcek to the mountains for fhel- 
jT, who had tranfgreiled in the 
le lun, hide their fins and their 
in dens and caves of the earth, 
the mercy of God is greater 

infirmity of his creatures. He 
ind pitied the affliftions of If- 

fent a prophet with a meflage 
>f, an angel with a meflage of 
ice. While Gideon in fear and 
g haftens to conceal the fcanty 

of his fields from the Midi- 
he great Angel of the Cove- 

I. O NANT 



r 
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NANT addrefles him, '^ Th 
** with thee, thou mighty n 
" lour.^ 

While this heavenly vil 
Lord of angels, was with < 
might well fay, " The Lo 
" thee." From Him, wh( 
Comforter, did ever proceei 
comfort of his Church. He 
to lay a fare ground of c 
The only remedy of forro^ 
ginning of joy, is the prefen 
The fame Angel, who thui 
Gideon, fpake in after times i 
rowing apoftles, '^ Behold 
^' you always, even unto the 
" world." 

Gideon knew not by wh( 
thus addrefled in the languag< 
ragement. The word of the 
precious in thofe days, there w 
vifion. The promife of delr 
his means to Ifrael found nc 
aflent, while uttered by an 
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:ielfcnger. Fain would he berieve> but 
Lin would he have fure grounds for his 
tidi. He afks a (ign of the ftranger, in 
)ken that he was fent from God. 

Yet the very hope of thefc glad tid- 
igs, though not ratified as yet by mira- 
ilous atteilation» awakens in Gideon 
ath joy and thankfulnefs — he prepares 
feaft for him who had fpoken comfort- 
>ly to Ifrael. Gideon prepares a feafl:, 
le angel makes it z/acrifice. He, whofe 
teat and drink it was to do his Father's 
ill, touches the food with his ftafF, 
vhen Gideon imagined he would have 
efled and eaten) and fuddcnly con- 
imes it with fire. While the Son of 
>afh faw and wondered at the Ipiritual 
% he loft fight of the agent. 

Now Gideon builds an altar to God, 
id becomes familiarized to vifions and 
relations from above. His firft com- 
liilion is to deftroy f he idol of the Mi- 
anitcs—next, the Midianites theipfelves. 

O 2 Whle 
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While the altar and grove of Baal ftood 
in the hill of Ophrah, in vain fhould If- 
rael hope to prevail. If we would be de- 
livered from the judgments of God, wc 
muH: examine what falfe altars and 
groves we have in our hearts, Thefe 
muft all be demoliftied. The true God 
will have no fociety with idols himjc^i 
nor allow it to us. " Cleanfe your 
f ' hands, ye finners, and purify your 
*' hearts, yc double-minded !" He firft 
abolifties the monuments of fupcrfc- 
tion, and then enjoins His own reafon- 
able fervice. The wood of Baal's grove 
is made ufe of to burn a facrifice unto 
the true Jehovah. 

There needs no further declaration 
of war. The fons of Midian and Ama- 
lek make hafte to avenge the indignity 
offered to their idol — Gideon blows the 
trumpet, and the people are gathered 
after him. Now, when he fees himfelf on 
xhe brink of danger, he has recourfe to 

mightier 
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mightier aid ; and not daring to truft 
iiis thoufands of Ifrael, he flies to God 
fcr a further aflbrance of viftory. 
. The refuge was good — the man- 
ner of feeking it indicates diftruft. It 
k eafy to be valiant, when perils are far 
diftant; but when they are near, and 
great, and imminent^ then not to be 
diimayed is difficult, and glorious. Had 
God made the proclamation nowy which 
was afterwards made by Gideon, " Let 
•• the timorous depart," the people of 
Ifrael had perhaps been deprived of 
their Leader. 

How willing h the Almighty to fup- 
port and ftrengthen our weaknefs ! Re- 
peated miracles are called for by his 
creature, and are wrought by the Crea- 
tour, to fhew the fon of Joafh, that He^. 
who was on his fide,, was mightier than 
all the power of the enemy. The dews 
of heaven obey his mandate, and at his 
word they fall, or are withholdea Now 

O 3 w« 
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we fee Gideon armed with faith and rc- 
folution — confident of fuccefs — at the 
head of his troops — ^in the face of the 
Midianites. 

But while their adveriaries cover the 
valley like locufts> and the Ifraelitcs 
think themfelves too fewy God fay% 
'^ They are too many'' He is willing 
to give deliverance to his people ; but 
the honour of the deliverance he keeps to 
himfelf> and will dinrunifh the meao^ 
that he may have the full meafure of 
glory. O God, thou art not benefited 
by our beft fervices, whofe infinite great- 
nefs can receive no addition from thy 
creatures. It is for our good thou 
wouldft be magnified by us. Teach us 
how to receive the bleflings of thy graci- 
ous proteftion, and let both our lips and 
our lives fhew forth thypraife ! 

Gideon's army muft be leffencd. 
God will neither be gtorified by daf- 
tards, nor avail himfelf of any but able 

champions* 
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ihampions, O thou of Httlc feith, do 
he frowns or the laughter of men fcarc 
hee from thy God ? Doth the hazard 
>f a little land or fihrer difquiet thee ? 
Kxt thou afraiid of the Midianites in the 
ralley? Away then, away to the 
70rld — thou art not fit for the conquer- 
ng band of Christ. If thou canft not 
efolvc to follow him through infamy, 
jrKbns, racks, tortures, death itfclfi 
lepart to thine houfe, and fave thy life 
o thy deftruftion. 

And do not the Ifraelites complain of 
his indignity ? Do not they \vith one 
t)ice pronounce themfelvcs fearleis ? Do 
rot they aver, that thofe hearts, which 
)rDught them after their General, cannot 
indure the thought of retiring? Alas, who 
:an truft the faces of men, that fees m the 
irmy of Ifrael two and twenty thoufand 
lowards ? How many make a glorious 
hew in the Church, who, v/hAn they 
cc danger of perfecution, Ihrink from 

O 4 the 
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the ftandard of God ? Hope of fafcty^ 
example of neighbours, defire of praifc> 
fear of cenfure, the operation of laws,, 
the fociety of friends, draw many into, 
the field, who, (when they fee the adver- 
fary) repent of the conditions, and, if 
they may efcape, are gone early from 
Mount Gilead. They deal deceitfully 
as a brook, and as the fbream of brooks 
they pafs^ away. What time they wax 
warm, they vanifh— when it is hot, they 
are confumed out of their place. 

Yet ftill God complains of the num- 
ber of his army, and on a fecond trial 
difmilTes nine thoufand feven hundred 
more. The feleft band of his appoint- 
ment leaves not one Ifraelite to a thou- 
fand of the enemies — ^now is the feafon 
for God to join battle* Three hundred 
men approach an innumerable hoft, not 
,with fword or fpear, but with pitchers^ 
and lighls, and trumpets. The break- 
ing of thefe pitchers Ihall dafh in pieces 

the 
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the pride of Amalek. The kindling of 
thefe lights, ih^ extinguiih the light of 
Midiail.. The trumpets fliall found an 
alarm of death to the armies of the aliens.. 
Who Ihall be able to ftand againft the 
power of God? Where Ihall the un- 
godly and the finner appear^ when the 
world Ihall be in flame, the heavens Ihall 
pafs away with a great noife, and the 
trumpet of the archangel fhall call them 
to prefent judgment ? 

Any of the weakeft Hebrews might 
have broken an empty veflel of earth — 
have carried a light — ^have founded a 
trumpet — have fmitten a flying adver- 
lary. But God will not employ an un- 
worthy agent — he will not allow fo much 
as a cowardly torch-bearer. 

Now the Ifraelites purfue^ overtake, 
deftroy thofe tyrants, whom once they 
dared not look in the face. Flight gives 
advantage to the feeblefl: adverfary — op- 
pofition foils the greateft^ If we yield 

to 
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to a temptation, our fpnritual enemies 
will trample us in the duft^^ Let us but 
rcfift, and thejr will flee — ^Ict us but ftand 
fkill> and we fliall lee the felradon of 
God. 
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MANOAH. 

IF the wife of Manoah had not been 
barren^ the angel had not been fent to 
hen Affliftions have this advantage, 
that they bring down from above thofe 
manifeftations of divine mercy, which 
arc unknown to the prolperous. The 
fick child experiences mod indulgence 
from a tender parent. God addreffes 
his beft comforts to thofe hearts, which 
ftand moft in need of his fupport. 

The Angel of God firft tells the wife 
of Manoah the caufe of her forrow, and 
then imparts a meflage of joy. •* Thou 
** art barren." All our afBiftions are 
known to Him, whofe loving correftion 

tends 
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tends only to our final advantage. The 
iufiering Chriftian would fink under his 
misfortunes^ if he were not perfuaded 
that the eye of God beheld the conflift> 
and would award the crown of viAory.. 
He faith to one, " Thou art fick"— to 
another, " Thou art poor" — ^to another, 
•' Thou art defamed" — to another, 
*• Thou art opprefled." The all-fedng. 
Father of mankind takes notice of every 
man's condition, no lefs than if he fcnt 
his angel to tell us fo. His knowledge, 
and his mercy, are our lure refources in 
the time of our fufFerings* O God, thou 
knoweft both the miferies we feel, and. 
thofe which have been averted from us 
by thy gracious interference ! 

Comfort comes unfeafonably to that 
heart, which is not apprehenfive of its 
own forrow. The angel does not up*- 
braid xht wife of Manoah with her afflic- 
tion, but, while he names the caufe, de- 
clares the remedy. We muft firft know 

our 
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Kmv evils, before we can be delivered 
from them. If we cannot endure die 
mention of our infirmities, we (hall look 
in vain for their amendment. " Thou art 
*^ barren ; but thou (halt bear a fon." 

The mother muft firft be a Nazarite, 
that her child may be fo. The world- 
ling knows -no reftraint, no moderation— 
the Chriftian muft keep under his body, 
and bring it into fubjeftion. The confe- 
cration of Goo is upon his head — his 
heart is die temple of the Holy Ghoft — 
the bafe and fordid gratifications of the 
world muft be rcjefted with abhorrence^ 
'* If thou return to the Almighty, put 
'*^ iniquity from thee." 

The wife of Manoah hides not the 
glad tidings in her own bofom. She im- 
parts them to her huftand, whofe piety 
-direfts him at once to the proper means 
by which he may attain a more certain 
<:onfirmation of his hope3. He does not 
iend meflengcrs from place to place, 

in 
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in fearch of the angcl» as the children of 
the prophets afterwards (bughtElijah-^ 
applies at once to the God who had ient 
him— 4ie knows that to have recourie to 
heaven is the moft fure and ipeedy me^ 
thod of obtaining the good he folicits. 
'^ O my Lord, I pray thec» kt tbat 
** man of God comeagdnl" 

Manoah is a true delcendant of that 
Father of the Faithful^ who believed in 
God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteoufnefs. He faw not the mef- 
fcnger — ^he heard not the errand— he ex- 
amined not the circumftances— yet wc 
find his immediate care to be, how that 
child fhall be ordered^ which was thus 
foretold — and his prayers to God are, 
not for the fon, which as yet he had not, 
but for direftions as to his education, 
when he fliould be. The father of John 
Baptift had the fame meffage; and alk- 
ing a fign, loft that voice wherewith he 
afked it. The fatlier of Samfon feeks 

no 
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no fign for the promife, but counlel for 
himfelf— and yet that angel (pake to the 
prieft Zacharias — ^this, only to the wife 
of Manoah — that, in the temple like a 
glorious fpirit — ^this, in the field, like 
fome prophet or traveller. Bleffed arc 
they who have not feen, and yet have 
believed. True faith confiders all things 
foretold as granted, and doubts not of 
their completion, ^en once they have 
been promifed. 

He, who fent his heavenly meflenger 
unafked, will not fail to fend him again 
\ipon intreaty— 'thofe bleffed fpirits arc 
ready both to obey their Maker, and to 
comfort his children. Never was any 
tnan repulfed, who prayed for direftion in 
his duties to God — rather fhall an angel 
defcend from heaven to inftruft us, than 
our good defires (hall be fruftrated. 

As yet Manoah faw nothing, which 
denoted his gueft to be more than hu- 
man — and therefore on his return he of- 
fers 
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fers him an entertainment^ denoting at 
t)nce hofpitality and gratitude. No m^ 
ihail bring him good news fit)m God> 
and depart unrecompenfed. How beau- 
tiful are the feet of them, who bring glad 
tidings of eternal falvation, when he, 
who announces diftant temporal mercies, 
is thus made welcome ! 

It is the office of good angels to 
incite us to piety. " If thou wilt offer a 
^ facrifice, offer it unto the Lord." Wc 
can never gratify the inhabitants of hea- 
ven fo much, as by our devotions to the 
God of heaven. Why do we not Icara 
this leflbn of them, whom we propofe to 
ourfelves as patterns of perfeft obedi- 
ence ? Hereafter we fhall be like angels 
in our condition — why are we not fo 
now in difpofition of mind ? If we do 
not exhort one another to a6bs of devo- 
votion and charity, if we regard a fcaft 
more than a facrifice, we partake not of 

the nature of angels. 

Manoah, 
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^ANOAH, while he aiddrefles an obla- 
tion to God, will not negleft his mef- 
fenger. He anxioufly dcfires to know 
the name of his gueft, that he may re- 
fnember it with honour and gratitude. 
True piety, while it magnifies the Au- 
thour of all bleffings, is thankful to his 
inflruments i and deems it injuftice to re- 
•ceive good tidings from Heaven, and 
at the fame time to difregard thofe who 
impart them. 

The angel conceals his very name 
%x>m Manoah. In fome cafes, thefe 
"heavenly meflengers reveal themfelves 
vnafked — ^here, intreaty will not prevail. 
The father of Samfon fhall conjefture 
from circumftances (he ihall not be told 
in words) that One, whofe name only is 
Jehovah, thus veiled his greatnefs, and 
ftood before him. *^ Why aflceft thou 
"** my name, feeing it is Wonderful ?" 
The fecret things belong to God — ^the 
things which are revealed, to us and our 

Vol. I. P children. 
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children. No words can be fo fignifi- 
clnc as a&tons. Thofe of die angd 
tell: beft who he was — he did wonder- 
fully. When the flame of the facrificc j 
arofe towards Heayen» he afcended k i 
the fmoke of it — that Manoah might iee^ ] 
to whom belonged both the facrificc 
and the meflenger; and might know, 
both how to eflimate the promi&y aod 
whence to exped the performance, 

Manoah believed before^ and 2&d 
for no fign; but that he might be- 
hold the confirmation of his hopes, and 
the acceptance of his aft of duty, the 
Angel of God vouchfafed to carry up 
the incenfe of his prayers to Heaven. 
To him that hath, ihall be given, ami 
he Ihall have more abundance. Where 
there are beginnings of faith, the mercy 
of God will add pcrfeftion. 

Yet how did Manoah and his wife 
receive this manifeftation from abof e ? 
They had not Ipixit, either* to gaze at 

the 
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the departing angel^ or even to look 

on each other. Inftead of lifting up 

dieireyes to heaven, they fall upon their 

feces to the ground, dazzled, and over- 
powered with that which ihould have 

comforted theni. What a proof do we 
afibrd of human infirmity, when we are 
afflifted with the caufes of our joy ? — 
when we conceive death in that glori- 
ous vifion, wherein our life and happi- 
nefe confift ? If fuch are the terrours of 
the faints of God, what will befal his 
enemies, when, in the great day, they 
fliall be fummoned to his glorious tri- 
bunal ? . 

The wife of Manoah firft recovers 
her better judgment, and fpeaks peace 
and comfort to her hufband. The ar- 
gument is incontrovertible. " If the 
" Lord were pleafed to kill us, he 
" would not have received a burnt-of- 
*• fering at our hands." God will not 
accept gifts, where he intends punifli- 
ment, and profeffes hatred. The facri- 

P 2 fice 
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fice of the wicked is an abomination to 
the Lord. If our oblation is not re- 
jefted, we may rely on his favour and 
proteftion. " If I incline unto wickednefi 
" in mine heart, the Lord will not hear 
" me — ^but God hath heard me, and con- 
*' fidered the voice of my prayen Bleffed 
^'be God, who hath not caft out mj 
"prayer, nor turnfcd his mercy from 
^^mei" 
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SAMSON. 

OF all the deliverers of Ifrael none^ 
was fb mighty, or fo weak, as Samfon. 
GoD> to ftiew the inefficacy of human 
ftrength, and human wifdom, permitted 
this his fervant, as well as the royal So- 
lomon, to be brought low under the ty- 
ranny of fin; that he, who glorieth,. 
fliould glory in the Lord ; that he, who 
thinks his feet fecure, fhould take heed 
left he fall. 

When the per/uajions (rather than the 
arguments) of Samfon had obtained a re- 
luftant confent from his parents to an unr 
hallowed alliance, behold, in his way to 
Timnath, a young lion, fierce, wild,, 
hungry, rufhed upon him — he had no 

P 3 weapon^ 
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weapon but his hand, no earthly refuge 
but his ibength. God initiates his cham- 
pions by previous encounters — Samfon 
and David firft fight with lions, theiv 
witli Philiftines— as He, whom they 
prefigured, engaged and vanquifhed the 
roaring lion in the wildernefs, before he 
entered on his public miniftry. God 
never gives ftrength, but he eniploys it. 
Perfecution, ftiame, poverty, flandcr, 
aflail the Chriftian in the outfet of his 
courfe. It is a pledge of our future vic- 
tories, if we can fay, " My foul hadi 
*^ been among lions/' And do we think 
that God is angry, becaufe we are called 
to thefe conflidts ? Shall we repine at 
our own glory ? Shall we expeft the 
crown without the ftruggle ? Can we 
be triumphant without refiftance ? 

The Spirit of the Lord caine upon 
Samfon. The ravenous beaft advances, 
t ejoicing in his prey, his eyes fparkling 
*vith fury, and breathing death from his 

noftrils : 



lioftrfls r lie is rent as if he had been a 
kid — the deftroyer is deftroycd by an un- 
armed adverfary. If God be for us> 
^o can be agairift us ? It is the right 
hand of the Lord which bringeth 
mighty things to pafs. 

The brave and modeft Samfon boafts 
not of rfiis great exploit. True cou- 
tage, and true virtue, avoid oftentation. 
But who can fufficiently adore the good- 
heft of God, by whom terrour is 
changed into plealure, and the greateft 
evils ate made beneficial ? Through 
his almighty power, the curfe itfelf is 
turned into a blefling. The bitternefs 
oi death is exchanged into die fweetnefs. 
oibmey. 

Samson proceeds on his journey— 
the marriage is concluded — and he> 
whom the lion could not conquer, is^ 
overcome with the tears of a perfidious 
woman. ^^ Be ye not unequally yoked 
" with unbelievers" is a wife and necef- 

P 4 fary 
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fary caution. Favour is deceitful — riches 
are precarious — ^beauty is vain — but a 
woman that fears the Lord fliall be 
praifed. Woe be to him, who k 
united with a Philiftine ! The betrayed 
and injured Samfon revenges his owa 
caufe, and the caufe of Heaven, on his 
tyrannous oppreffours. He knew that 
God had raifcd him to. be a fcourge to 
the Philiftines — ^when the nuptial feaft 
terminated in flaughter, he was well a- 
ware, that he fought the battles of the 
Almighty. Faith, courage, and the 
divine affiftance, ia a fore conflift gave 
him the vidlory. 

The Ifraelites were flaves, and the 
Philiftines their matters — yet the hand 
of God, which urged Samfon to re- 
venge, withholds the rage of thefe op- 
preffours. Inftead of requiting the death 
of their countrymen on the captive 
Ifrael, the Philiftines demand only fatis- 
faftion from the perfon who had caufed 
it. Samsok 
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Samson had dravirn the fword for 
the fake of his country;^ as well as to 
avenge his private injuries 5 but now 
the men of Judah confpire with the Phi- 
liflines to deftroy him — and (fear prevail- 
ing over gratitude) are at once allies with 
their tyrants,, and traitours to their friend. 
He who has not experienced perils from 
falfe and ungrateful brethren, has not 
known the extreme of danger^i or of for- 
row. 

The men of Judah approach armed 
to the place of Samfon's retreat. For 
a mornenr, perhaps, he expefted from 
them afliftance and fupport. Already he 
feemed to hear them faying, '^ We ab- 
*^ hor the uflirpation and tyranny of the 
*^ Philiftines — thou haft happily begun 
•* to Ihake oflr their yoke, and we are 
" come to fecond thee with our beft 
" fervices — the valour of fuch a General 
*^ makes ^ ur hearts beat high for con- 
" queft — under thy guidance we fhaU 

" be 
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*' be honoured, either in dearfi or li- 
" berty/' But who (hall exprefs the in- 
dignation of this Chanipion of Ifrael, 
when he hears his kinfmen own them- 
felves the abettors of barbarity and op- 
preflion ? when they unblufliingly re- 
quire him to yield himfelf into their 
hands, that they might deliver him 
bound to the Philiftines ! 

Samson might have attacked thefe 
thoufands of Judah with as much advan- 
tage as he did the uncircunrcifed r but the 
blood of his countrymen was precious in 
his fight. With an acquiefcence more 
noble than his former victories, he 
meekly offers his hands to their cords^ 
that he might have the honour of a glo- 
rious deliverance. Thou,, our better 
Nazarite, mightft have called on thy Fa- 
ther in the hour of thy betraying, and 
twelve legions of angels would have de- 
fcended to thy refcue. But thou wouldft 
be bound, that thou mightft triumph — 

and 
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and that wc might karn of thee the in- 
feruftivc leffiH)^ " that if we are not as 
ready to endure evil, as to do good, wc 
kre not fit for die confecration of God." 

With what triumph do the Philif- 
tines receive their illuftrious captive ! 
How ready are they to fay^, " Aha, fo 
** would we have it !" But the event 
foon turns their falfe joy into real for- 
row. Rejoice not againft me, O mine 
enemy, when I fall, I fliall arife. The 
Spirit of the Lord came upon Samfon — 
his bonds are as flax burned with fire. 
The countenance of his adverfaries is 
changed, and their (houts are turned in- 
to Ihriekings ; while, like the young lion, 
whom he encountered, he flies upon his 
enemies, and at the firfl onfet lends a 
thoufand Philiftincs to their graves. 
Thus didft thou, O blcfled Saviour, 
when thou wert bound with the cords of 
death, roufe thyfelf to viftory and 
glory — thus didft thou vanquifh all op- 

pofition. 
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pofition, and lead captivity captive; 
Thus do thy faints, when they feem moft 
forfakcn, find thy Spirit nnighty to their 
deliverance. Through God fliall they 
do great afts, for it is he that (hall tread 
down their enemies. 

And now> after our wonder at the 
ftrength of Samfon, how fhall we, with- 
out grief and fear, contemplate his w^tfi- 
nejs? — If thou. Lord, Ihouldfl be ex- 
treme to mark what is amifs, O Lord, 
who Ihall abide it ? How Ihould we 
fulpedt ourfelves, and maintain an incef- 
fant conflidt with our deceitful lufts, 
when we behold the Judge and Deliverer 
of Ifrael, betrayed, imprifoned, bereaved 
of his fight, derided of his enemies, 
forfaken by his Goo ? — And all this, be- 
caufe repeated warnings failed of their 
fuccefs \ becaufe that heart, which trem- 
bled not at thoufands of the Philiftines, 
was vanquifhed and enflaved by the 

treacherous Dalilah ! 

Whv 
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Why do we not learn zeal of thefe 
idolaters ? They thankfully afcribe to 
their Dagon the glory of Samfon's capti- 
vity, and proclaim a folemn feftival to 
their fenfelefs image. " Our god hath 
^ delivered our enemy into our hands." 
O God, whatever niay be the means of 
our fuccefs, thou only art its authour. 
^* O that men would praife the Lord 
" for his goodnefs, and declare the won- 
" ders that he doeth for the children of 
*' men !*' 

Once more the God of mercy looks 
on the repentant captive — and, while 
fcorn is added to his mifery, confents that 
his fun fhall be fet in radiance. Even in 
the idolatrous temple, Samfon, a laugh- 
ing (lock to his enemies, the fubjedt of 
their triumphant caroufals, yet fees Hirn, 
who is invifible. He fues to that God, 
whom the heathen reproached and blaf- 
phcmed, and once more folicits to be 
ftrengthened with might by the Holy 

Spirit, 
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Spirit. Well knowing that his infuking 
enemies meant to croM^ their orgies by 
configning him to an ignominious deaths 
he collects all the forces of his foul and 
body to prevent and to punifh their cru- 
elty. God hears fhe prayer of his de- 
parting fervant. Death and victory go 
hand in hand. He feels not his own dil- 
(blution^ while he dies with the Phiiif- 
tines. By the facrifice of a life no longer 
ferviceable to his country^ he finifhes 
his courfe with joy, and commends his 
exulting fpirit into the hands of the 
God of IfraeL 

Thou, O blefled Saviour, didft thus 
conquer in dying, and didft triumph, 
when the malice of thine inhuman ene- 
mies Ijad nailed thee to thy crofs. 
Sin, death, hell, had never been other- 
wife vanquifhed. All our life, our li- 
berty, our glory is the fruit of thy paf- 
fion. " We therefore pray thee, help 
" thy fervants, whom thou haft re- 
*' deemed with thy precious blood." 

XXII. 
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N A O M L 

SELDOM were the rebellious If- 
raelites without Ibmc divine vifitation, 
to teach them repentance and humility. 
The country, once flo^^g with milk and 
honey, is now overfprcad with penury ; 
and Bethlehem^ the houfe of bread, be- 
comes an houfe of famine* A fruitful 
land God maketh barren, for the wicked- 
nefs of them that dwell therein. 

The earth is the Lord^s ; and it is 
lawful for man to depart from one region 
to another. Elimelech and his family 
remove, by reafon of the famine, from 
Judah to Moab. The Creatour and 
Govcrnqur of the world has not confined 

his 
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his fervants to one ipot^ at the hazard 
of wanting the neceflaries of life. Nd- 
ther pleafure, nor profit, nor curiofity, 
takes the hufband of Naomi from his 
country. Neceffity compels nim to feek 
in Moab the fuftenance which he could 
not find in IfraeL 

How careful was Abraham to procure 
a wife of his own kindred for Ifaac \ 
How folemnly did Ifaac enjoin the foa 
of his love not to enter into affinity vnA 
the daughters of Canaan ? The fons of 
Elimelcch know no fiich^ reftraints— 
foon do they form unhallowed alliances 
in the country of Moab. But the hand 
of death is upon them 5 and in the early 
bloom of youth, they are fummoned to 
the grave of their father. Their wives 
are widows — their mother, childlefs and 
helplefs among infidels. The miferablc 
Naomi finds herfelf bereaved of her 
country, her hufband, her children, hci 
friends — and in folitude iand wretched- 

nefs 
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Bcfs is conflrained to ftruggle with an 
unpitying world. 

Unto the godly there arifeth light in 
the darknefs-^from thefe Ihapelefs ruins 
Jehovah raife3 comfort to his fervant. 
She learns, that Qop h^th vifited his 
people with bread. Elimelcch, alas, 
is no more— her {ons are in their tomb— 
flie will make one effort to re-vifit her 
kindred, and the land of her nativity^ 
Behold the advantages of the chaflife* 
ment of God ! While Naomi prolpered, 
flie remained contented in Moab-.-^adr 
yerfity recals her to her country. When 
pur all-wife Correftour deprives us of 
earthly bleffings, we betake ourfelves 
to heaven for refuge-^ur mind is di- 
Tc6ttd homeward. 

The widow of Elimelech had loft all, 
except her fortitude, andhcrtryftin God. 
Thefe yet remain, and fupport her in 
the ftormy night of affliftion. No dan- 
gers appal her, no difficulties tempt her 

Vol. I. Q^ to 
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to dcfpair. Neither her age, nor her 
fex, nor her misfortunes divert her from 
the fixed refblution of her foul. When 
we are left comfbrtlefs in the midft of the 
Moab of this world, if wc would return 
to our better country, we muft prefs for- 
ward to the mark, for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

Goodness, even among infidels, wiS 
make itfelf friends. The daughters m 
law of Naomi arc ready to forfake their 
kindred, their country, their parents, 
for the fociety of one, whofe affinity died 
with her fons. Earneftly do they plead 
for their continuance with her, and they 
are folicitous to participate in thofe for- 
rows they are unable to remove. 

Naomi is not infenfible of the bene- 
fits which fuch well-tried afFeftion 
would procure her — ^but her generous 
nature rejefts comfort itfelf^ if it rnuft 
be purchafed by the diflrefles of others. 
She difTuadps them frorn accompanying 

her 
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her in lier poverty, with as much earneft- 
nefs as if their prefence had really been 
grievous and burdenfbme. 

Orpah liftens to the voice of difinte- 
refted love, and returns from a toilfome 
journey, to reft — ^from ftrangers, to her 
kindred — fromdefpair, to contentment* 
A litde entreaty will prevail on human 
nature to confult its own eafe and conve- 
nience. None but a regenerate heart 
chufes rather to fufFer adverfity with the 
people o£ God, than to enjoy the plea- 
fores of fin for a feafon. 

The one fifter takes aq unwilling fare- 
well, and returns in tears to her native 
home. The other knew how to eftimatc 
the value of Naomi. In comparifon 
witji her fociety fbe held in contempt 
whatever allurements could be found in 
Moab. " Intreat me not to depart- 
whither thou goeft I will go — where 
thou dwelleft I will dwell— thy people 
^' fliall be my people — thy God my 

0^2 '' God— 
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" God— where thou dicft I will dic^ and 
** there will I be buried." Adverfity is 
the true furnace of friendfhip. If love 
will not abide this fire^ it is counterfeit 
Even in vain do we profefs our faith in 
God himfelfi if we arc not ready to fuficr 
for him ! 

Behold^ thy fitter is gone back to 
her people, and to her gods — ^return 
« thou after her." Beware, O Chrif- 
tian j of fuch fuggeftions as thefe in thy 
Ipiritualjourney ! They have prevailed 
more with the world, than all the powers 
of reafon and argument. We think that 
either fafe, or pardonable, for which wc 
have a precedent. How many are un- 
done, becaufe they follow a multitude 
to do evil, and have not courage to think 
and aft for themfelves ! ^^ Have any of 
** the rulers or Pharijees believed l"^ 
The mind can never be fteady, till it is 
fixed on the firmeft ground of affur- 
ance — till it can itfelf lead the way to- 
ward 
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ward heaven — ^till it can fay with Jofhua, 
(whatfoevcr become of the world) 
^ I and my houfe willferve the Lord/* 

Nothing can diffuade the widow of 
Mahlon from accomplifhing the purpofe 
of her heart. She arrives at Bethlehem, 
and without a figh, without a murmur,' 
partakes of the forrows of that dear and 
honoured friend, now no longer Naomi, 
but Marah, one experienced in for- 
rows-r-<lead to all pleafures, alive only 
to bitternefe. 

Elimelech fled to Moab to avoid 
the famine — Boaz remained in Bethle- 
hem, and continued rich and powerful. 
Yet though wealthy, he was not care- 
lefs — he comes into the field to inlpedt 
the reapers. Frugality, if it degenerate 
not into avarice, enables us onjullocca- 
fions to be liberal. He, who waftes and 
difregards his fubftance, can neither fup- 
ply his own wants, nor thofe of others. 

0^3 Educated 



2JO NAOiCT.' 

Educated in the fchool of af 
and called to penury by Him^ 
his pleafiire divideth to every on 
wiU, Ruth goes foith to glean 
fields of Boaz. The divine Pro^ 
which conduced her diither^ gi 
an early recompence for her lo 
duty to NaomL From the reaj 
experiences kindne^ — from the: 
genen^ity, protection, fiiendfhip 
this was a prefage of Her better 
She returns wealthy with her ej 
barley, and blefles the liberality 
benefadour. Wifely doth Naom 
(el her not to be feen in any oti: 
while the harveft lafted. A grat( 
ceptance of favours is in feme m< 
requital of them. The God < 
ven beftows on us his mofl: p 
gifts — O let us not defert him, n< 
to the world, which can only 
us vanity and vexation of fpirit ! 
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And now, fecurc in her daughter's 
innocence, in the uprightne(k, of her 
own defigns, in the lirti^city ^pfthefe 
priniitive days, in the J>rv^erice and 
piety of her kinfman, Naonu difmifies 
Ruth to the threfliing- floor of Boaz, 
The fiknce of the night, the feftivitjr 
of the feafon, die improbability of dif- 
coveiy, the youth and beauty of the 
ftranger, prevail not againft the chaftity 
of this fervant of God. The proge- 
nitour of Km who was innocence it^ 
felf bleffes her ' as a father, encourages 
her as a friend, rewards her as a pa- 
tron, and fends her away no lefs pure, 
and far more happy, enriched by his 
prefent bounty, and by his promifes of 
future kindnefs. 

From the threfhing-floor Boaz re*- 
pairs to the gate, and afiembles the 
ciders of Bethlehem. The objeft c€ 
his love, deftitute as fhe was of friends 
and fortune, had yet the beft of all 

0^4. portions. 
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portions. *^ The city of my people 
^^ doth know^ that thou art a virtuous 
*^ woman." Virtue, where it meets 
a heart that knows how to value it, is 
of far, far more eltimation than thoufands 
of gold and fUver ! 

The legal impediments are re- 
moved — Ruth becomes the wife of 
Boaz. Her faith, her meeknefs, her 
piety meet with their merited and dif» 
tinguifhed reward — Marah is once more 
Naomi: — God hath turned her heavi- 
nefs into joy — ^hath put off her fack- 
cloth, and girded her with gladnefs. 
How fure, and how bountiful are his 
rewards ! Who ever came under the 
fliadow of his wings in vain ? Who 
ever loft by trufting in him ? Who ever 
forfook the Moab of this world for the 
true Ifrael, and did not at laft rejoice 
in the exchange ? 
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XXIV. 
THE BIRTH OF SAMUEL. 

THE houfc of God in Shiloh was 
often the refort of the pious Elkanah, 
Frequently he appeared there in his 
courfe of attendance, as a defcendant of 
Aaron — thrice a year with his fons^— 
once, on the day of folemn annual fa- 
crifice, with all his family. His office 
led him to aflift at the oblations of 
others; but he would not with-hold 
his own. He admonifhes the people 
not to appear empty before their God; — 
and what he enjoins, he praftifes. Thofc 
who teach others, ought ever to be ex- 
amples to them in word, in coaverfa- 
tion, in charity, in Ipirit, in faith, in 
purity. There 
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There is nothing more lovely than 
chearfiilncfs, in the fervice of heaven. 
He, whom Goo vifks with his lalvation, 
fails not to rejoice in the gladnefs of his 
people, and to give thanks with his inhe- 
ritance. The day of Elkanah*s devo- 
votion is the day of his triumph. What 
earthly joy can fo elevate the heart of 
man as the light of Goo's countenance 
and favour i 

The childlefs Hannah finds in her 
feftal portion a proof of her hufband's 
love. It is the property of true mercy, 
to regard the weakeft — in our difap- 
pointments and forrows we become ef- 
pecial objefts of the indulgence of our 
God. He knows how to diipenfe his 
favours, fo as to give us caufe both for 
humility and gratitude. Much is grant- 
ed by our all-gracious Creatour — ^fome- 
thing he yet leaves us to defire. Were 
it not fo, mankind would be too 
haughty, or too miferablc 

But 
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But the love of Elkanah, thus wifely 
and well beftowed, caufes the matron 
to endure the perfecution and taunts of 
her envious rival. Peninnah, fur- 
rounded by her youthful offspring, can- 
not tafte happinefs, but at the price of 
another's nnifery. A good heart, while 
k enjoys the bleffings of God, can pity 
thofe^ that want — ^while envy produces 
only one benefit, that the fin of others 
teaches us patience and charity. On the 
return of each folemnity was Hannah 
made the viftim of jealoufy and fcorn— 
every year was fhe difturbed in her fa- 
crifice, and at her devotions. Amidft 
their feftivity, her cup was bitternefs — 
Ihe mingled her drink with weeping. 
Yet the hulband of this afflifted mourn- 
er endeavoured, with unremitted ten- 
dernefs, to affuage her forrows. " Why 
** weepeft thou ? Am I not better to 
" thee than ten fons ?" It is the too 
common weaknefs of the feeling hearty 

to 
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to give fuch advantage to an enemy. 
What would malice require, but the dif- 
trefs of thofe it perfecutes ? In fo do- 
ing, we delight our adverfary — ^we be- 
tray our own caufe — ^we burn incenfe on 
the altar of envy — ^we bring on ourfclvcs 
aggravated wrongs. Under fuch trials 
as thefe our bed fecurity is to poffefs our 
fouls in patience. Anger is then dif- 
graced and defeated; the envenomed 
weapons fall harmlefs at the feet of thofc 
who would faften them iil our bofoms. 

The comfort, which (he cannot find 
in theperfuafions of her hufband, Han- 
nah feeks in the mercy of Heaven. She 
rifes from the feaft — fhe repairs to the 
temple of God — fhc pours out her com- 
plaint before Him — (he fhews before him 
her trouble. Whatever be the afflic- 
tion, here is the remedy. In the worft 
of calamities, prayer is yet theChriftian's 
refource — when all other help fails him, 
this renriains, and, while he has a heart, 
comforts it. The 
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The grief of Hannah adds favoxir to 
her devotion — ^flie weeps, flie prays, (he 
vows. If God will grant her a fon, (he 
will confecrate the precious gift to the 
Giver. If his birth ihall make him a 
Lcvite, her ftill more folemn dedication 
(hall make him a Nazarite ; and even 
his minority fliall be devoted to the tem- 
ple. If we would obtain any benefit, 
let us afk it of God with a reference to 
his glory, and we fliall not folicit in 
vain. 

The prayers of this afflifted fervant of 
God, at the moment of their utterance, 
are ftrangely mifconflrued by his prieft. 
Her grief, her devotion, the humility of 
her demeanour proteft her not from an 
unkind and raftily-formed fulpicion. Eli 
taxes her with intemperance. 

Inured to reproaches, flie anfwersin 
all the meeknefs and ferenity of confcious 
innocence j and, without entering into 
a clamorous expoftulation, profefles 

herfelf 
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hcrfclf to be no daughter of Belial, but a 
woman troubled in fpiritL Eli fees lus 
crrour, and recants it j and, to make a- 
mends for his unjuft cenfure, difmiffcs 
her with his bleflings, and his prayers. 

She began her devotions in forrow— 
Ihe concludes them in thankfulnefs and 
joy. Great is the peace of that heart, 
which has unburdened its cares, and ad- 
drefled its fervent fupplications to God. 
The prayer of faith is no fooner made on 
earth, than it is heard in heaven. When 
we have fought unto God in our diftrefs, 
we fhall obtain either relief or patience. 
The facrifice is ended. Elkanah and 
his family rife up to return to Ramah. 
Blcffed is ftie that believeth \ for there 
Ihall be a performance of thofe things 
which were told her from the Lord. 
The fon of his mother's prayers, in his 
very name, ftiall acknowlege the mercy, 
which gave him being, and the vow, 
which confecrated him to heaven. 

When 
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When the appointed time returns, 
the father of Samuel calls his family to 
their holy journey — ^bids them prepare 
for their anniverfary facrifice, when theif 
feet (hall ftand within the gates of the 
the fandtuary. The fuccefs of thofe 
prayers, which Hannah had offered up 
in the houfe of God, now detains her at 
home. The charge of her infant is a 
temporary obftacle to devotions, which 
fliall afterwards be paid with increafe of 
gratitude and love. That foul is cold 
and indifferent to religion, which on idle 
and ncedlefs pretences abfents itfelf from 
the fervice of God. Neceflary works of 
charity alone afford a difpenfation. The 
world IS then his temple, and whatfoever 
we do, becomes an aft of devotion. 

At laft, when her child is weaned, 
flie goes up and pays that vow, which 
flie promifed with her lips, and fpakc 
with her heart, when ihe was in her af- 
fliftion. Never did Ihe go up to wor- 

fhip 
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fhip with fo joyful an heart, as now, 
when '(he offers to God that precious 
gift, which His goodnefs beflowed, and 
her grateful piety returns. Nor does fhc 
only prefent her fon, but brings with 
him facrifices more coftly, and more 
numerous, than the law of God enjoins, 
She deems all this too little to exprefs 
her thankfulnefs for the mercy, which 
remembered, and the power, which re- 
moved, her forrows. If our hearts arc 
truly fenfible of the loving kindnefs of 
God, we Ihall rejoice in the tribute of 
praife, more than in the benefits them- 
felves, which we acknowlege. We 
Ihall be as anxious to fhew our humble 
and fervent afFeftions, as to attain the 
obje6t of our wilhes. We fhall not reft 
,till we have attempted to difcharge, (how 
feebly and imperfeftly foever) our debt 
of gratitude. 

The obligation of afecretvow is no 
kfs than if it had been made before ten 

thoufand 
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thoufand witneffes. The promife, where- 
by the mother of Samuel devoted him 
to God; was uttered in folemn filence. 
It was enough, that her own heart knew 
it, and God, who is greater than the 
heart. " For this child I prayed— now 
'^ therefore I have given him unto the 
'' Lord," 

Eli beholds with joy the fruit of thofe 
prayers, to whicH his own blefling had 
given a fanftion — he now receives the 
macron, not with fulpicion, but with af- 
feftionate welcome. His heart is moved. 
The proof which was afforded of the 
mercy of God, and the grateful fidelity 
of his handmaid, called him on his knees : 
he worfhipped die Lord. In vain do 
we contemplate the goodnefs of our 
heavenly Father, and the virtues of our 
Chriftian brethren, if we do not glorify 
God for his mercy to others^ as well as 
to our/elves. 

Vol. L R The 
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The bappy mother retumsy enriched 
widi the blcflings of GoPj and of his fcr- 
vant. That plety^ which devoted her 
only child to Heaveiij does not fiul of 
its rewanL The Q& is recompenfe^ 
vrith a layiih hand^ A numerous off- 
ipring repay her Ibr that one, who was 
nolelsherS becaufe he was Gpp's. No 
longer is Ihe the fuljil^ ofindignity and 
fcoriw-^. kx^ser is flvt jilbamedg whcp 
(he &eaketh with htx enemies in tk 
gate. She bkObs Hv^ who mtdcic^ 
the barren woinan to kei^ hmifi,. aad 
to be a joyful, moth^ of children. 
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THEi fons of Eli are as profligate, as 
rficir father is holy. Had example or 
education die power of^entailing virtue, 
we Ihould not behold the confecrated 
veftments profaned by the crimes of 
Hophni and of Phinehas. But, alas, in 
thefe minifters of God, thefe attendants 
at his facred altar, we fee nothing but 
monfters of impiety, facrilcge, and luft. 
When fuch as thefe are degenerate, their 
wickednefs is above all others, as their 
office is more eminently facred. An a- 
bandoned priefi is the greateft criminal 
upon earth. 

R 2 Thus 
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Thus that ark, which expiated the 
fins of the people, added to thofe of the 
defcendants of Aaron. But while the al- 
tar fanftified not its minifters, their want 
of fanftity deprived not the offering of 
its efficacy. The depravity of thepricft 
is his own — the comfort of the facra- 
ment is frcna God. The profeflburs of 
religion may ftiew the path to Heaven 
by their voice, while their feet walk in 
the way towards deftruftion. A facer- 
dotal habit may enclole an heart full of 
all fubtlety and mifchief — and he whofe 
doftrine tends to bring falvation to others, 
mufl take heed to himfelfi or he will be 
a caft-away. 

Unjustly, therefore, did the peo- 
ple abhor the offering of the Lord, 
becaufe of the impiety of his minifters. 
It is dangerous not to diftinguifh be- 
tween the work and the agent. If we 
are offended with our God, becaufe of- 
fence Cometh from man, we charge our 

Maker 
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Maker fooliflily, ^nd arc defcrvedly the 
abjcfts of his difplcafurc. 

All Ifrael exclaimed at the flagitious 
:ondu6t of Eli's children. If their ^- 
ther knew it not, his ignorance was cri- 
minal — nothing but age can plead in his 
excufe, that his voice was notfirji heard 
in rebuking the offenders — but now, 
when his eyes can no longer be clofed 
againft the truth, his adnnonitions are fo 
gende, his partiality fo notorious, that 
whether as a father, an high prieft, or a 
judge, he facrifices his acknowleged 
duty to the feelings of mifplaced indul- 
gence. He forbore not to reprove the 
mother of Samuel with feverity, on the 
bare Jujpicion of a fault; but the noto- 
rious villainy of Hophni and Phinehas 
(hall pafs unnoticed, or be commented 
Dn in fuch a manner as to meet with 
:ountenance rather than difcouragement. 
'^ Nay,' my fons, it is no good report 
' that I hear." Was this an adequate 

R 3 . cenfure. 
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cenfure^ was this a juft puniihment, for 
thofe who were guilty of fuch fla^raat 
oflfences ? of rapine-^—of adultery— of 
profanation ? 

But while human tothority thus 
fleeps, the juiHce of God is awake. EH 
Ihall learn, that his imprudent tender- 
nefs towards his ofispring was barbarity 
in the extreme. The fcntence is gone 
forth. " He (hall fee His enemy in the 
** habitation of the LoRD—-his Ions fhaB 
" be cut off in one day— the honour of 
" the priefthood fhaU be taken from his 
^* houfe — his pofterity fhall make hum- 
^* ble application to his fucceflburs for a 
" piece of filver, and a morfel of 
" bread." 

The lights of the temple were dim, 
and ready to give place to morning, 
when God called Samuel, to denounce 
his indignation againft; the offenders, 
Unaccuftomed as yet to the heavenly 
voice, and miftaking it for that of Eli, 

the 



tLU 247 

die youth rq)airs to his maAer^ and de* 
itiands his pleafure^^while the high 
prieft, as better acquainted with the waya 
of heaven, attributes to Gop fhofe ac- 
cents, which himfelf heard not He is 
la TtiOTC careful guardian than a/i/i&^r— 
he teaches Samuel what he fhall anfwer ; 
** Speak, Lord, for thy Iciyant hear- 
f' eth !'• 

Several years had Samuel mimftered 
before the LoRa-^never till now had he 
been addrefled iii perfon. Lo, the firft 
words miraculoufly imparted to him arc 
demonftrations of Ci^rrour^ and venge-^ 
ance. Gop be^ns to prepare the hearts 
of his fervants with holy fear ; he makes 
thofe fenfible of his greatnefs, whom he 
calls to be eminent inftfuments of Jiis 
glory. 

The confcience of the high-prieft 
whilpered to him, that the divine mef^ 
fage concerned himfelf — fin needs no vi- 
fion to affure it of punifhmerit. A mind 
thus difturbed, forebodes terrible things -, 

H 4 ?in4 
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and though it cannot fingle out the judg* 
ment allotted to it, is yet in a confufed 
expeftation of fome tremendous evil 
Poverty, death, defolation to himfdf 
and his offspring, was denounced fix)m 
the God he had ofiended. Eli receives 
the dreadful fentence with unmoved pa- 
tience, and humble fubmiflSon. " It is 
" the Lord — let him do what feemeth 
" him good," O admirable faith, and 
more than human refolution ! Con- 
ftancy, worthy of the venerable prieft of 
Jehovah, worthy of an heart facrificcd 
to heaven ! However culpable with re- 
fpeft to his Ions, he is dutiful to his 
God ; and meekly refigns himfelf to the 
good pleafure of the Almighty. " It is 
" the LoRDy whom I have ever found 
holy and juft, and gracious. Lei him 
do what Jeemeth him good — for what- 
ever feemeth him good, cannot be 
'•' otherwife than good, however it may 
*' feem to me !" Every man can re- 
ceive 
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ccive the bkjjings of Heaven with com* 
placency — ^but to bow the knee m ado- 
ration to our Creatour, when he vifits 
us in indignation, this, this is peculiar 
only to the faithful ! 

The fcandal was public ; fb nnuft be 
the punifliment. Repentance prevents 
the eternal diipleafure of God — but it 
may be neccHary both for the finner and 
for mankind, that the /^wp^rj/ judgment 
take its courfe. Be it our care, and the 
fubjeft of our earneft prayers to the Al- 
mighty, that what cannot be averted, 
may at leaft be fanftified ! The exhor- 
tation fpeaketh unto us, as unto chil- 
dren. " My fon, defpife not thou the 
" chaftening of die Lord, nor faint 
" when thou art rebuked of him — for 
" whom the Lord loveth he chafteneth, 
^^ and fcourgeth every fon whom he re- 
" ceiveth." The venerable Eli muft drink 
of the fame cup, with the wife and be- 
loved Solomon. *' I will be to him a 

" father. 
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** father, and ht (hall be tdmeafon. 
" If he commit intqulty, I ^11 ch?ftcn 
^ him with the rod of men, ahd widi 
^ the fliipes of the children of mai-» 
" but my mercy fliall not depart aWay 
" from him for ever/* 

The prcfomptidn of lihrel ptrt early 
6pportuftity fof the i^i6Uoii of diat fcn- 
tcncc, denounced agaitift the fons of 
Eli. The people arc ftrtxtten before thdr 
/cncmics-*-they feftd fof the 3lf k of Qonf 
into the field. Who gstrt thcfn liith atir 
thority ? Not Elrr-»not SamueWftot 
Che God of Samuel, ^hjcf raftnefs of 
^hc ciders, the fup^rftition of the popu- 
lace, which ftourilhcd amidft the decline 
of true piety, caufed this impious pi'o- 
fenation. When the ark is brought into 
^ the hoft, Ifrael filk the heaven, and 
/hakes the earth With accfeiriatiohs. 
Hypocrites reft all their hopes in the ex- 
ferfials of religion, and regard^ not the 
foul arid fubftance of it^ whitfricc only 

they 
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they can obtain falvation and peace. But 
God will not become the nninifter of 
(in — ^rather fhall his own ark fall into the 
hands of the Philiftincs, than he will 
give countenance to the madnefs of the 
people, Ifrael is difcomfited — the ark 
which had been brought into contempt, 
is carried into , captivity — and the au- 
thours of this complicated mifchief are 
juftly cut off in their fin. 

The meflenger, who ran from the 
hoft, filled the city with cries — ^they 
reach the ears of Eli. The good old 
man, after ninety-eight years, flill fits 
in the judgment feat, as one who never 
thought himfelf too aged to do God 
fervice. He hears the news of Ifrael's 
defeat, of the death of his fons, with 
forrow, and yet with patience— -but wher> 
he is told, that the ark of God is taken, 
he can live no longer — the wcjrd flrikes 
him down from his throne, and lays his 
grey head in the dufl. Not outward 

magnificence, 
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magnificence, notftate> notwealth, not 
favour, but the prefence of Jehovah, 
is the prefervation of his Church — ^when 
this is gone, the glory is departed from 
Ifrael. O worfe than no people, more 
miferable than the very heathen ! Phi- 
liftines depart in triumph with the ark 
and viftory. The fcattered remnant of 
Ifrael behold with horrour, that their 
iniquities have feparated between them 
and their God. 
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XXVI. 
SAUL ANOINTED. 

EARLY did Samuel begin his ac- 
quaintance with God, and he continued 
it to his grey hairs. If we are faithful 
to our heavenly Mafter, our age endears 
us to him the more. When the fhadows 
of the evening are ftretchcd out, and the 
day is declining upon us. He who hath 
made and fuftainec^ us hitherto, will 
continue ftill to fupport and deliver us. 

Had the fons of Samuel refembled 
their parent, Ifrael had not fo earneftly 
defired a king — but thefe youthful judges 
walk not in the ways of their father — 
they accept bribes — they pervert judg- 
ment. The Hebrews are clamorous for 

a new 
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a new form of government ; and God, 
whofe ancient purpofe it was to raife up 
a king to Ifrael, thinks fit to liften to 
their importunity. T he prophet applies 
to Heaven for dipeftion, and He, by 
whom kings reign, undertakes to ap- 
point the fovcrcign of his peopk; 

The father of Saul was difUnguiflicd 
amidfl the tribe of Benjamin-^is fon 
was graecftil and majcfHc in perfon, and 
as yet uncorrupted in mind. The pro- 
vidence of God brings this youth to the 
place of SamueFs abode — ^he conies in 
the feftal day of facrifice — he comes, ahd 
he finds the prophet prepared for his re- 
ception. God had already foretold his 
arrival : already he had commanded Sa- 
muel to anoint him king over Ifrael. 

How kindly is Saul received and en- 
tertained by Samuel, whofe prefent dig- 
nity was to be cclipfed by the royalty of 
his youthful gueft ! Inftead of envying 
his fucceflbur's greatnefs, inflead of 

looking 



SAUL ANOmTED. 1255 

looking unkindly on the man who ftouW 
deprive him of his authority, he wel- 
comes him to his houie, bid& him to 
the fcaft, honours him with the chief 
feat, and forbears not to intimate his 
approaching ^gmty. ^* On whom is the 
" delire of Ifrael ? Is it not on thee, 
" and on thy father's houfe ?" 

Amazxd at to ftrange a falutation, 
Saul modeftly declines this unexpe6i:ed 
and unmerited hQmage — juftly repre- 
fents his tribe as the leaft of Ifrael, and 
meekly deems himfclf the meaneftof 
his family* - Benjamin had not yet re* 
covered its als»oft unjverf^ fiaughter— • 
yet &om diis remnant of a tribe God fe- 
lefts a prince for his people— -on thefe 
defolate ruins he raifes a throne. It was 
in true fincerity of heart, that Saul thus 
humbled hif^felf before the prophet of 
Goo — his beginning promiied nothing 
bu€ happineis to him^f and to Ifrael, 
but he b^re not &uit in his age. Blefled 

is 
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is he that endureth unto the end — ^forhc 
fhall be faved. 

At length Samuel unveils po the a- 
ftoniftied youth the whole cbunfel of 
God — he beftows the oil of regal confc- 
cration on his head, the kifs of homage 
on his check, and fends him away rich 
in joyful expeftation. And now, left 
his amazement fhould end in diflruft, he 
^vcs him a proof of his intelligence with 
heaven, by foretelling tHofe eventswhich 
fhould befal him on his return- — ^he (hews 
him whom he fhall meet — what they 
Ihall fav — ^how himfelf fhall be afFefted. 
Every word prepares him for his ap- 
proaching coronation. No fooner was 
Saul departed from the prefence of Sa- 
muel, than God gave him another fpirit — 
raifed his thoughts and difpolitions to 
the height of royalty — ^preparedhis head 
and his heart for the diadem — and taught 
him how to reprefent Himfelf, and fup- 
ply the place of God to his people. 

After 
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After parttking in die defeat and 
conflifion of their idol> after experience 
ing theterrour of God's aven^ng thun- 
ders, the Phiiiftines had long refrained 
from hoftilities againft Ilracl~but other 
enemies were in their borders ; and Na* 
hafh, with his Ammonites, was at their 
gates. The commencement of Saul's 
reign is a feafbn of war and tumult. The 
anointed king ihrinks from a tafk fo full 
of difficulty and danger ; till the God 
who had chofen him, brings him forth 
to the light ; offers him to the applauf^ 
and admiration of his people. 

Now the people Ihout for joy-<^they 
behold the fovereign, whom they had 
anxioufly defired—diey behold his ma^ 
jeftic perfon, his royal demeanour, and 
they entertain the moft flattering pre- 
fages of felicity under his proteQion, 
Samuel, who had ceafed to be their 
judge, was yet their prophet j in this 
moment of tranfport, he inftrudls both 

Vol. I, S king 
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king and people in their mutual duties-^ 
he writes them in a book— he lays it up 
before the Lord. The moft powerful 
monarch is ftill under fubjedion to the 
laws of heaven. If he tran%refs thcfc, 
he is accountable to One^ who is higher 
than the higheft^ King of kings^ and 
Lord of lords. Equally anxious for the 
welfare of the prince and people, Sa^ 
muel teaches the former, juftlce and mo- 
deration, the latter, obedience and loy-r 
alty. Whoever diffeminates other doc- 
trines, does his utmoft to effeft the rum 
of church and ftate, and is the adverfary 
of God and man. 

There was never yet virtue fo per- 
feft, as to efcape detradtion. Amidft 
the rejoicings of Ifrael at the inaugura- 
tion of Saul, murmurs of diflatisfaftion 
were uttered by the feditious. They 
well knew, that Saul had been raifed to 
his dignity by the immediate appoint- 
ment of God — that he fought it not— - 

that 
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that he coveted it not — ^that he modelUy 
retired from the exercife of it. The 
honour of his family, the beauty of his 
perfon, the privilege of his divine au- 
thority, the praifcs beftowed on him by 
Samuel, could not protedb him from ob- 
loquy ; even merit and virtue iafford fuf- 
ficient ground for envy in the foul of 
the wicked* In fuch cafes a man's com- 
fort arifes from himfelf — ^from the con- 
fcious redtitude of his heart. 

rRHE armies of Nahafli approach— 
the danger grows more and more immi- 
nent—and the news of Gilead's diftrefs 
fills all Ifrael with afHiftion. The peo- 
ple are in tears ; Saul is moved with ar- 
dour rather than forrow. God, who 
had before given him the fpirit of pro- 
phecy, now beftows on him a fpirit of 
fortitude — now he proves himfelf worthy 
of a throne, worthy to be the prince 
and captain of his people. He under- 
takes, and accomplifhes, the deliver- 

S 3 anc^ 
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ance (^ Gilead — ^afliembles lirael— *leads 
them to the field — ^raifes the fi^e— puu ' 
the enemy to flight--<-43rings peace and 
victory to his country. 

The grateful Ifraelites now enquire 
who they were^ whole voices had refuied 
allegiance to fuch a leader. ^^ Bring 
^^ forth thefe men» that we may flay 
" them." The crime of theie men was 
the fame, had Saul been defeattd in Gi* 
lead — but now his triumph animates 
the hearts of his people, and teaches 
them to call down inflant vengeance on 
the heads of his enemies. The king 
himfelf, who had been injured moft 
deeply, prevents its execution. He will 
not have any interruption to the general 
joy. No blood Ihall flow by the hand of 
Ifrael, but that of the invaders. *^ There 
" Ihall no man die this day \ for this 
^^ day the Lord hath faved his peo- 
^' pie." 

How 
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How nobly was the beginning of Saul's 
reign adorned with every royal virtue— 
with wifdom, valour, and clemency! 
His prophecies (hewed him to be mira- 
culoufly wife — his battle and vidtory bore 
witnefs to his courage — ^his pardon of 
thefe rebels demonftrated his mercy. He 
who had conquered the Ammonites, 
was now triumphant in a feverer con- 
fli6t — ^he overcame the emidtions of an- 
ger and refentment — ^he knew when to 
draw the fword, and when to let it reft 
harmlefs in the fcabbard. He who is 
flow to anger is greater than the migh- 
ty — and he who ruleth his ^irit, than he 
who*takcth, or refcueth a city. Now the 
Ifraelites fee they have a king, who can 
both Jbed blood zad/pare it — ^his gende- 
nefs gains thofe, whom even his valour 
had not won to loyalty. Had he but 
continued as he began, David had re- 
mained in the peaceful obfcurity of his 
paftoral life. Mercy and juftice are in- 

feparablc 



Q,6l SAUL ANOIKTED. 

feparable in God— they fhould dwell 
conjoindy in the hearts of kings. Where- 
foever they are fevered, -govemmenC 
faUs into diftradion, and terminates in 
ruin. 
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